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GAAP I 

r Contains^ among other particulars^ an ixamph of 
forgiving goodnefs. and generojity^ worthy th4 
imitation of as many asjhall read it, • 

HE conftraint Mifs Betfy 
had put t)n hcrfelf, while in 
the prcfence of die com- 
pany fhe had been with, 
jhad been extremely painful 
to her ; but when Ihe got 
home (he gave a loofe to tears, that com- 
mon relief of forrows : — . yet amidft all 
r Vol. IV. B ^^^r. 
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thefe teftimonics of a violent afFc£ti(Jn 
for Mr. Trueworth, (he would not allow 
herfelf to imagine, that (he was ppfiefied 
of any for him, — nor chat the vexacioA 
ih^ wds in proceeded fvom any other 'ni(>« 
cive, than that of finding a he^, th^t 
had once been devoted to her, capable of 
fubmitting to the tharms of any other 
woman. 

4ft.ll (he could bring herfelf to acknow- 
ledge, was only that (he had been very 
much to blame, in tt-eating the propofals 
of Mr. Trueworth in the light manner (he 
liad abrie.;-**— (he tiow wondered at ih^er- 
felf for having been fo blind to the me- 
rits of Mr. Trueworth*s family, eftatc, 
perfon, and accomplifhments, and accufed 
herfelf with die tstmofk (feverity, for hav- 
ing rejected, what (he could not but con- 
fe(s would havi beenWghly for her in- 
tereft, honour, and happinefs to have ac- 
cepted. 

Thus deeply "was Ihc buried in a to* 
Utevepientim:e,^ben a letter was broug^ 
to her^ the fijperfcriprion of which i 
wrote in a band altogether unkaown 
her ;^^ on<)penfng{r, H&e fooad the c 
tents as follows: 
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To Mifs Betsy Thou ghtless* 

AFsTfiB. the juft, though fevere r «- 
fojution ;your h^ informed me 
you^Jwd. t^en, of never feeing, nor re- 
ceiving any thing from me more, 1 
tremble to approach you.— -Fearing you 
would boc vouchfafe to open this,. know* 
ingfrom 4fthence it qime^ 1 got a perfon 
to dkpA it for yQi}, and ;Cannot aflfure 
nnyfelf you will» evten.now, examine the 
CQBtents fo JUu •as .to .fee the motive 
which emboldens me to give you this 
trouble, 

< I haveloi^ fince rendered myfelf un- 
worthy of your friendibip ; — it is. folely 
your compalfion and charity that I now 
implore:— the date of this^petition, in 
part, wiU Ihew .the calamity I labour 

under. I Jiave laqguifhed jn this 

wretchisi^ypcifbnofor upwacds^of a numth, 
for 4ebti^my Juxury /comradled, aad 
which I >v^inii]r Qxpci^ed would be dif- 
cbargcd.vby ^choTe who oaHed,theD:ifdves 
aiy>admkersi hut, alas! all the return 
,tbey make ibr iSnvoucs . they foacdently 
requefted, is contempt. — -I have been 
obliged to make away with every thing 
B 2 ♦ their 



4 THE HISTORY OP 

* their gallantry bcftowcd, for my fup- 

* port. 

« All the partners of my guilty plea- 
< fures, all thofe who fhared wich me in 
^ my riots, are deaf to my complaints, and 

* rerufe a pitying ear to the diftrefi 

* they have in a great meafure contributed 

* to bring upon me. My creditors* 
' more merciful than my friends or lovers, 
« have confented to withdraw their aftions, 

* and I (hall have my difcharge on paying 

* the fees of this loathfome prifon ; •— 
^ three guineas will be fufficient to re- 

* ftore my liberty, which, if I am fo fortu- 

* nate once more to obtain, I will think 

* no labour, though ever fo hard or ab« 

* je£t, too much, if it can enable me to 

* drag on my remains of life in true peni- 

* tence." 

* Dear madam, if by favouring me with 
^ the fum I mention, you are fo good as to 

* open my prifon gates, heaven will, I 

* doubt not, reward the generous bounty ; 

* and if the Almighty will vouchfafe to 

* hear the prayers of an abandoned creature 
< like me, I fliall never ceafe to invoke 
^ his choicell bleflings may be fhowered 
« down on the head of my charming de- 

* Jivcrcr, 
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* I (hall fend to-morrow morning a 
poor honeft woman, whom I can con- 
fide in, for your anfwer. — — I befeech 
you to be affured, that if once freed 
from this deteftcd place, no temptations 
of what kind foever Ihall ever prevail 
upon me to return to my yet more de- 
tefted former courfe of life, and am de- 
termined to fly to fome remote comer 
of the kingdom, as diftant from London 
as from ' L ^ e, and there en-- 

deavour to earn a wretched pittance, by 
means how low foever I care not. — 
Your grant of the requefl: I make you 
at this time, will fave both the foul 
and body of her, who is; 

i 
^ With the mod unfeigned contrition, 

* Madam, 

Your mod humble, 

* And moft unfortunate fervant, 

« A. Forward". 

Utterly impoflible was it for this un- 
happy creature to have fent her petition at' 
a more unlucky time : r— Mifs/Betfy, fult 
of the idea of the misfortucve (be. bAd<\\<:- 
taincd in the lofsof Mt.Tiu^'^^Oci^cwS^^ 
B 3 ^^"^ 
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not be reminded of Mifs Forward, witKr 
out being alfo reminded, that the firflj oc* 
cafion of his difguft was owing to hdr ac« 
quaintance wiih that woman. 

• Infamous^ creature !' cried Mifs Bctfy' 
as foon as (he had done reading •, — * Hie 

* dcfcrves no compaflion trom the world, 

* much lefs fnim me. - No, — no, — - 

* there are but too n)any objcfts of cha- 

* rity to be found, and I (hall not lavifh 

* the little bounty I am able to beftow^ on 

* a wretch hkc her.* 

Thefc were the firft reflcftions of Mift 
Betiy, on receiving fo unexpeftcd a peti- 
tion, but they foon flib(ided, and gave 
way to others of a more gentle nature % 
— • Ytr,* faid (ht*, • if the poor wretch 

* is fenfibie of her faults, and truly re- 

* folved to do as fhe pretends, it would 

* be the utmoft cruelty to deny her the 

* means of fulfilling . the promife (he 
« makes of am9ndmcnt.* 

* How unhappy is our fex,' continued 
(he, * either in a too much, or too little 

* fen(ibility of the tender pa(rion I — (he 

* was, alas! too eafily influenced by the 

* flatteries of the bafc part of mankind, 
« and I too little grateful to tVvt tj\^tv\& o^ 

^ the beit.^ 
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In^ fiwj.th^* na,(W0l-g§o^efii of.; her 
di%ofiiieii]g(»: thft sikm^m^iPy^ aUjqQfh-. 

B>riwaid*j5:.r«queft^-^ « My . acq»ai«t»nw 

• bttt.thafc W3A kfe owio® to j^c5f .ftiuit^tfeap, 

• my own folly,! 

^o <3aim; J>e«;-ii^wnii^, a& ownjiw^: m 
th3Q^k«eri..four gwaefl^ciicloftAin a^jwWi 
af'^per^ ajad wrote t# her m thcfe ttrf)(\^': 

To MifeFoRWARPr 

^THiDUGH I emfiot but look'UpM 

• your misfortuBCS as juftly fallen on you, 
« yet heartily commiftrate tbena :'— ^ if 

• your penitence is flncere, I dot^bt not> 

• but you will fome* way or other be 
•• enabled to purfue a nK)re laudable courfe 

• of life, than that which has brought 

• you into this'diftrtfs.-— tadd ohe guinea 
••to the futn you re^u^ftedf and with it 

• were in nay power to do more, being 

« Your real well-wifher, 
• And: humble fcrvant, 

B 4 tWo.^ 
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Though no one could have more re- 
fined notions of virtue, nor a greater ab- 
horrence for vice, than this young lady, 
yet did (he never hate the perfons of the 
guilty, nor would judge with that feverity 
of their faults, which fome others, much 
lefs innocent, are api to do. 

It pleafed her to think, that by this do- 
nation (he (hould gladden the* heart of an 
afflifted perfon, who had b^n of her ac- 

auaintance, how unworthy focver of late 
\c had rendered herfclf ; and this lutie 
interruption of her medications contributed 
a good deal to compofe her mind, after 
the fuddea fhock ic had fuftained on the 
fsQre of Mr. Trueworth's marriage. 

But (he had very (hortly another, and 
more agreeable relief j — Sir Ralph and 
lady Trufty came to town ; — which (he 
no fooner was informed of, and where a 
houfe had been taken for their reception, 
than (he went early the next morning to 
pay her refpefts, and teftify the real fatis-. 
tadion (he conceived at their arrival. 

Nothing of bufinefs would probably 
have been (aid to her on this firft vifit, if 
her two brothers had not come in imme- 
diately after. — The firft compliments on 

fuch 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 9 

fuch an occafion being over, * Sir 

« Ralph, faid the elder Mr. Thoughtlcfs, 
' we have wifhed for your coming to 

* town on many accounts, but none fo 

* much as that of my filler, who is going 

* to be mairried, and has only waited to 

* intreat you will do her thc^favpur of dif- 

* pofing of her hand.* 

T*he good Baronet replied, that there * 
was nothing he fhould do with greater 
pleafure, provided it were to a perfon 

worthy of her. « That, Sir,* faid 

the elder Mr.Thoughtlefs, * we have taken 

* care to be convinced of, and I doubt 

* not but you will think as we do, when 

* you ftall. be informed of the particulars/ 
— Mifs Bctfy blufhcd, but uttered not a 
word, either to oppofe, ortoagreeuo what 
had been faid. 

Lady Trudy perceiving her In fome 
confufion, led her into another room, in 
order to talk ferioufly to her, on many 
things (he had in her head. 
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C H A P. IL 

Is very full nf Bujinefs. 

THE two brothers of Mifs Betfy hav- 
ing, fome reafon to apprehend, (he 
would ftill find Ibme pretence, if poffible, 
to evade fulfilling the pron^ife ihe had 
made them, in regard to Mr. Munden, 
and alfp, that he, finding himfelf trifled 
with, might become weary of profecuting 
fo unavailing a fuit, and break off as Mr. 
Trueworth haa done, refolved to omit 
nothing in their power for bringing to a 
concluGon an affair, which feemcd to them 
lb abfolutely neceflary for fecuring the 
honour of their family, in that of their 
fiftcr. 

They, fufpefted that their putting off 
the marriage 'till the arrival of Sir Ralph 
and lady Trufly, was only to gain time, 
and invent fome excufe to get that Jady on 
her fide :.— 'they therefore judged it highly 
proper to acquaint her previoufly with 
the motives, which made them fo impa- 
tient to fee their fifter difpofed of, and by 
that means prevent her ladyflaip from be- 
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ing prej)olieired by any ideas the other 
might prepare for that purpofe. 

Accordingly^ Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs 
having been mfonncd by letter, of the day 
in which they intended to be in town, he 
went on horfeback^ and met theoi at the 
inn where they dined, about twenty miles 
from London* 

That good lady was fo much troubled 
at the recital he made her of Miis Betfy^s 
late adventures, that (he could not forbear 
letting fall fome tears ; and thouglfL fhe 
had the blan^ of her ill conduft cUefly 
0n her having lived fo long under the 
tuition and example of a wonum fuch as 
lady Mellafin y yet fbe could not hut al- 
bw there was a certain vanity in her com- 
pofitiony as dangerous to virtue, as to re- 

Sutation,. and that marriage was tlie otdji 
efence fpr both. 

Sir Ralph, who wa& an extreme face-^ 
tious, good-natured man, was a little plea^ 
ftnt on what his lady had faid on this oc- 
oafion. * You forgot, my dear,* cried 

he^ ^ how many ladies of lare have broke 
'the cof^iigal hoop, and think thcmfelves 
*j«ftified in doing fo, by having been 
* prevailed upon to enter into it without 
B 6 « incii- 
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« inclination. — Remember the words of 
' the humoruous poet Hudibras : 

•* Wedlock without love, fome fay, 
^< Is but a lock without a key ^ 
•' And 'tis a kind of rape to marry 
** One, who pegleds, cares not for ye ; 
'« Fox what does make it raviftiment, 
•* But being *gainft the mind's confent/* 

* Docs Mifs Betfy,' continued he, to 
Mr. Francis, * love the gentleman you 

* would have her marry ?' — To which 
the other replied, * That the temper of 

* his fitter was too capricious for any ©ne 

* to be able to judge of the real fituation 
' of her heart, or even for herfelf to be 
< perfeftly affured of it. 

He then proceeded to inform him how 
long Mr. Munden had courted her, and 
of the great encouragement fhe had al- 
ways given to his addrtffcs ; — her fub- 
mitring the decifion of the affair to the 
elder M r. Thoughilefs*s infpcdion into the 
circumftances of his eftate, which being 
found agreeable to the report made of it, 
fhe now only waited, or pretended to wait, 
for the approbation of Sir Ralph, as be- 
ing by her father's will conftituted her 
guardian. 

• Well 
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« Well then'* faid Sir Ralph, « fince it 

* is fo, and you are all defirous it (hould 

* be a match, I (hall not fail to give my 

* verdid accordingly/ 

As impatient as the two brothers were 
to fee her married, and out of the way of 
tbofe temptations (he at prefent lay under, 
they could not be more fo than lady 
Trufty now was 5 — (he doubted not, that 
the virtue and good fenfe of that young 
lady, would render her a very good wife, 
when once flie was made one, and there- 
fore heartily wifhed to fee her fettled in 
the world, even though it were to lefs 
advantage, than her beauty, and the many 
good qualities (he was poflcffed of might 
entitle her to expeft. 

It was in order to do every thing in 
her power to bring about what ftie thought 
fo good a work, that (he had drawn Mifs 
Betfy from the company, and retired with 
her into the clofet, in the manner already 
related. 

Mifs Betfy, who knew nothing of all 
this, or even that her brother had gone to 
meet them on the road, was extremely 
furprized to find by the difcouife, with 
which lady Trufty entertained her, that 
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no part of what had happened to her, ever 
fince the death of Mr. Goodman, was a 
iiecret to her lady (hip. 

She prefently faw, however, it nruft be 
by her brothef Frank, that this intelli- 
gence had been given^ and wa^ not at all 
at a lofs to guefs the motive of his having 
done it. — *^ I find,. Madam,* faid ftie,. 

* that all the errors and inadvertencies I 

* have been guilty of are betrayed to you, 
^ and am far from being forry they arc 

* ib, fince the gentle reproofs you take 

* the trouble to give me, are fo many 

* frefh marks^, of the friendfhip yrith whicl> 

* you voiKhfafe to honour me, and which 
*I (hall always efteem as my greate(t 
^happinefs. —I flatter myklij. however, 
« continued (he> that the remembrance of 

* what has lately befallen me, and the 

* imminent dangers I have tfcaped, will 

* enable me to regulate my conduct in 

* fuch a nwnner as to give your ladyflbip 

* no farther pain on my account.' 

Lady Trufty on this embraced her with 
the ucmoft tenderaefs, and told her, that 
there were few things (he cither wiQied 
or hoped for with greater ardency, than 
to fee her hippiiy fettled, and freed from 
all temptations of what kind foever. 

Thi^ 
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This worthy lady then fell on the fub- 
je£t of Mr. Munden, and recapitulated all 
the arguments which had been already 
urged, to perfwade her to come to a de- 
termination : — in fine, flic left nothing 
unfaid, that was fuitable to the cccafion* 

Mifs Betfy lidened to her with the moft 
fuboiiflivc attention, and after a fhort 

}>aufe, replied in ihefe terms : — * Madam,* 
aid me, • I am convinced by my owo 
« rcafon^ as well as by what your lady- 

* fliip has been pleafed to fay, that I have 

* indeed gone too far with Mr. Mundcft 
« to be able to go back with honour 5 and 

* fince I find he has the approbation of all 

* my friends, ftiall no longer attempt to 
f trifle with his prctenfions*' 

» 
* You will marry him then ?^ cried lady 
Trufty.' — * Yes, ihadam,* anfwered Mifs 
Betfy; and added, though not without 
fome hefitation, • fince my marriage is a. 

* thing fo much defircd by thofe, to whofe 
« will I fhall always be ready to fubmit, 

* Mr. Munden has ceitainly a right to 
« cxpeft 1 Ihould decide in his favour.* 

She faid no more, but hung down her 
head, and Lady Trufty was going to make 
fome reply, perhaps to ^Sk N\^^ K^^ 
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her heart acquiefced in the confent her 
tongue had given, but was prevented by 
5ir Ralph, who pufhing open the door of 
the room where they were, told her, Ihe 
cngroffed his fair charge too long ; — that 
it was now time for himfelf, and her bro- 
thers to have fome ihare in their conver- 
facion. 

« Some polite wives, Sir Ralph,' faid 
Lady Trufty, laughing, ' would not have 
' excufed fo abrupt a breaking in upon 

* their privacy, and 1 affure you, if you 
« had interrupted us a moment fooner, you 

* might have fpoiled all 5 for Mifs Betfy 
« has but juft given me her promife to 

* marry Mr. Munden.* 

* I fliould have been heattily forry 

* indeed,* faid he, * if my over zeal had 

* rendered me a Marplot on this occafion ; 

* — but come,' continued he, « fmce the , 
' young lady has at laft refolved, let us 

* carry the joyful news to her brothers.' 

In fpeaking thefe words he gave one of 
his hands to lady Trufty, and the other, to 
Mifs Betfy, and led them into the dining 
loom, where the Mr. ThoughtlefTes were ; 
. — ' Well, gentlemen,' faid .he, * your 
< filler has at lall confented to give you a 

* brother. 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 17 

* brother, — pray thank her for the ad- > 

* dition (he is going to make to your fa-« 
•mily/ 

« I hope,* laid the elder Mr. Thought- : 
lefs, * (he will find her own happincfs 'iti 

* doing fo.*— The younger added fome- 

* thing to the fame purpofe, — After this 
the converfation turned chiefly on the fo- 
lid fatisfa<5lion of a married life, in whtqh 
MUs Betfy took- but little part, only fay-, 
ing to her two brothers : — * Well, — 

* fincc both of you have fo high an opi^ 
^ nioa of matrimony, a^id will needs have 
^ me, who am by fome years younger 
^ than, either of you, lead the way, I 
^ hope I ihali foon fee you follow the ex* 

* ample** 

^ Our elder brother, faid Mr. Francis, 

* may, ^oubtlefs, marry whenever be 
^pleafes-, and as for my part, when it 

* cm be proved that I have an oflfer made 
^ me equally advantageous to what you 

* have rejefted, and I ihould refufe it, I 

* could not be angry with the world for 

* condemning my want of judgement.* 

* No more of that,' cried Sir Ralph 5^- 

* you fee (he hears reafon at laft,' — Lady 
Trufty would fain have perfwadcd the 
gentlemen to ftay dinner there, but they 
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excufcd themfel^e^) asexpefti»g compasy 
at home, aqd faid, if poflib!e c^y would 
return towards evening ; — fhe woiild not 
however permit Mifs Betfy to take leave, 
and her continuing tb re that whole day 
happened to bring things fomewhatfooDer 
to: a conclufioni, thzn perhaps they othef« 
Wife would 4iave been. 

Mr« Munden« as foft and complaifant 
as he carried it to Mifs Betfy, was very 
much difgufted in his mind at Ikf late be- 
haviour v-~ be found fhe loved him not> 
and was far from having any violent in*, 
clinitton for her himfetf ^ but the motives, 
which had made bkn perrevere in his 
courtfbip» after being convincipd of the 
indiflference (he had for him, made him 
alfo impatient to bring the affair to as 
fjieedy a rcfult as poflible. — Sir Ralph 
was the laft perfon to whom (he had re- 
ferred the matter ; — he had heard by 
accident of that gentleman's arrival, and 
went to her lodgings, in order to fee in 
what manner (be would now receive him; 
but not finding her athome, called at the 
houfe of Mr. Thoughtlefs^ whoiiad always 
been very propitious to his fulL 

On the two brothers returning from Sh- 
Ralph's, they met himjuft coming out 
of th^ bouie : -^ the eldfr defired him to 

walk 
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walk in, -— cold him, with a great deal of 
iteedom, that Sir Ralph was come to 
town 5 — that the bufinefs having been 
communicated to him, he approved of 
the matchj and his filler had confented. 
— Mr. IVfunden received thts^ information 
with all the feeming tranfport of a man 
palfionately in love : -— he made them a 
thoufanS retributions for the part they had 
taken in his intereft, and they expreflcd 
no Ills fatisfaftion in the accomplifhment 
of his dcfires. — After fomer few compK- 
ments on both (ides, the elder Mr.Thought* 
lefs informed him, that Mifs Betfy was to 
ftaiy^the whole day with Sir Ralph and 
Lady Trilfty 5 — that^himfclf and brother 
had promifed to returned thither in the 
evening, and that he fhould be glad if he 
wou^d accompany them, in order that 
when they were all together every thnng 
might be fettled for tjie completion of 
the ntiptials* 

It is not to be doubted but that the lover 
readily 'embraced this propofidon, and aiv 
hour for his waiting^ onr tncm b6ing pre- 
fixed, he took his leave, the company 
that was to dine with Mr. Thoughticfa 
that initant commg in. 
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CHAP. III. 
Will not let the reader fall ajleep. 

I Believe the reader will eafily perceive, 
that it was owing, to the apprehenfions 
of Mifs Betfy's fludluaiing difpofition, that 
her brothers teftified fo great an impa- 
tience for bringing the affair of her mar- 
riage to a cdnclu(ion; and alfo, that it 
was to confirm her in her refoljtion, and 
reconcile her to the promife ihe had made, 
that lady Trufty had kept her with her 
that whole day. 

The, arguments urged by that worthy 
lady, — the obliging and chearful manner 
in which they were delivered, joined to 
the facetious and entertaining remarks, 
which Sir Ralph had occafionally made, 
had indeed a great efFeft, for the prefent. 
on the too wavering and uncertain mind 
they were intended to fix. 

Though fhe was far from expefting Mr, 
Munden could come that evening with 
her brothers, or even from imagining he 
could as yet be informed of what had 
pafied in his favour ^ yet (he was not dif- 

pleafed 
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Skafcd >^hen Ihe faw him enter; and if 
le looked a little confounded, it was 
rather to be atthbuced to modefty than 
anger. 

That gentienian having made his (irft 
compliments to Sir Ralph and lady Trufty^ 
on his being prefented to them, flew di- 
reSJy to Mifs Betfy, and exprefled his 
fenfe of the happinefs her brothers had 
made him hope, in terms, the moft paf- 
fionate that words could form ; — (he re- 
ceived what fhe faid to her, on this occa- 
/fion, with a fwcetnefs which muft have 
infinitely charmed a heart truly fenfible 
of the tender paffion, — that even Mr. 
Munden, though lefs delicate than he pre- 
tended, could not buc be greatly affe^ed 
with it. 

In fine, the behaviour of both towards 
each other, gave great contentment to all 
the friends of Mifs Betfy ; iind her elder 
brother, for form's fake, recapitulating 
the propofal of Mr. Munden, concerning 
her iettlement and jointure. Sir Ralph gave 
that approbation in public, which he be- 
fore had done in private : — the intended 
bridegroom and Mr. Thoughilcfs agreed 
to go together the next morning to Mn 
Markland the lawyer^ and ^ive him the 
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neceflary inftrudions for drawing up die 
marriage articles. 

They broke not up company 'till the 
night was pretty far advanced^ and Mr« 
Thoughtlefs not having ius -own couch 
there, a hackney fet them all down rat 
their refpe£tive habkations. 

Thus far all went extremely well: -^ 
the parties chiefly concerned fiemed per- 
feftely iatisfied with each other, and with 
themfelves, for the agreement .tbey .had 
muti^ally entered into, and tbere^appjaared 
not the leaft iikelihopd of any futaFe:dif« 
ficulty that would arife to interrupt, or 
delay the conlbmmation of the fo much 
:defircd nuptials. 

Mils Betfy bad not as yet had time to 
mediute on wliat.ibe.bad j^ven her pro* 
mife to perform : —-the joy fhe found her 
^compliance had given all her friends, •— 
the endearing things they faid to her upon 
the occafion, and the tianfport Mr. Mun- 
den had eja>refled, .on feeing himfelf fo 
near the. end of all his wifties,.had ^ept 
up her fpirits, and.ihe.4magined, .while in 
their. prefence, that :ber inclJiBation hid 
dilated the cooi6At«her lips J^d uttered. 

But 
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But when (he was alone^ «-«*ihut up in 

her own appartmcnt ; — when, fbc no 

longer received the kind carefles of her 

-itmtttigrfimnds, ^orthe^flttcrringTapeures 

^vf'her^fatureiiQfband^ ail the lively ideas, 

j^ivhich their ' cenyer&tion and niaimer of 

brimvioQr ^cowards her had infpired, va- 

mMbed at once, and gave place to fancies^ 

*»whiek might juftlyb^ the nanie of fple- 

netic. 

^ I muft now look upon niyfelf,' faid 

ihe, * as already marriea :— I have pro- 

'^'iRiJfed^ -^ it is too late to think of re- 

* tracing. — A few days hence, I fup- 

* pofe, will ^(M\gc me to the pa-foimance 
:^ of my promi% and I may lay mth 

f Monimia in the play : 

<< I have bound up for myfelF a weight of ciMs, 

f < And how the burthen will be -borne, nene 
« knows." 

• I wonder,' continued (he, • what can 
« make thcf 'generatky of women fo*fond of 
« mart7lng ? — It look&to'mc like an^in- 
'^ fetuation.-^ Jdft as if it wtre not a^gtea- 

* ter'^Iefaibrc to 'becomted, xtfmpKment- 

* ed, admiHed, ^nd additflfed by a number, 
f than 'be cortftned to one, who from a 
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* flave becomes a mafteri and perhaps 

> ufes his authority in a manner difagree* 
•ible enough* 

♦ And yet it is expedlpd from us. — 
« One has no fooner left off one's bib and 

* apron, than people cry, — * Mifs will 
*' loon be married,'* — and this man, 

* and that man, is prefently picked out 

> for a hufband. —Mighty ridiculous ! — 

* they want to deprive us of all the plca^ 

* fures of life, juft when one begins to 

* have a rcliflx for them.* 

In this humour fhe went to bed, nor 
did deep prefent her with images more 
pleafing ; — *fometimes fhe imagined her- 
felf ftanding on the brink ot muddy, 

troubled v. aters ; at fothcrs, that Ihe 

was wandering through dclarts, overgrown 
with thorns and briars, or feeking to find 
a p^^flage through fome ruin'd building, 
whofe tottcving roof feemed ready to fall 
upon her head, and crulh her to pieces. 

Thcfe gloomy reprefentations, amidft 
her broken flumbcrs, when vanilhed, left 
behind them an uncommon heavinels 
upon hei: waking mind : — fhe rofe, — 
but it was only to throw herfelf inta a 
chair, where ihe (at for . a considerable 

time. 
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time, like one quite ftupid and dead cq 
all feniations of every kind. 

At laft remembering, that they were 
all to dine at her brother's that day by 
appointment, (he roufed herfelf as well as 
me was able, and ftarted from the pofture 
(he had bce» in : * I fee J am at the 

* end of all my happinefs/ faid (he, 

* and that my whole future life is coa-- 

* demned to be a fcene of difquiet \ — « 
^ but there is no refifting deftiny, -— they 

< will have it fo i — -I have promifedi and 
^ mufk fubmit/ 

On opening a little cabinet, in which 
fhe always kept tho(e things (he moft 
valued, in order to take, out (bme orna- 
ments to put on that day, the piAure of 
Mr. Trueworth flared her in the face. — 

* Ah 1* faid (he, taking it up, and look* 
ing attentively upon it, • if my brother 

* Frank and lady Trufty had been in 
^ town, when the original of this made 

< his addreflfes to me, I ihould then, as 

* now, have been compelled to have 
^ given my hand. It is likely too I 

* (hould have yielded with the fame re* 
« luftance. — ;- Blinded. by my vanity,— 

* led by miilaken pride, — _ I had not 

* confidered the value I ought to have fct 

< upon his love. — ■ He had not then dotv^ 

Vol. IV. C ^ W^ 
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any thing for me more than any other 
man, who pretended courtfhip to me^ 
would have done. — I know not how 
it is, I did not then think him half fo 
agreeable as I now find he is. — What 
a fweetnefs is there in thefe eyes !' cried 
ihe, ftill, looking on the pidlure.^ 
-—-What an air of dignity in every fea- 
ture ! —Wit, — virtue^ bravery,--— 

generofity, — and every amiable quality 
that can adorn mankind^ methinKS are 
here comprised.* 

* But to what purpofe do I now fee a}! 
thefe perfections in himP went (he on. 
— rie is the right of another j — he has 
given himfelf to one, who knows better 
than my unhappy felf to do juftice tm 
fuch exalted merit : — be thinks no 
more of me, and I muft henceforth think 
no more of him/ 

She ended thefe words with a deep figb« 
and fome tears» then laid the pidure up» 
and endavcuTDd to compofe herfelf as 
well as ihe oould. 

She was but juft dreft when Mr. Mun* 
den came to wait on her, and conduft 
her to her brother's, where they were to 
dine:- — he told hct he had been with 
the elder Mr, Tboughtlcls at the lawyer's 

about 
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about the writings ; — * fo that now, my 
« angel,* faid he, * I flatter myfetf that mjr 
f days of languifhment are near a period/ 

He took the fireedom of acccimpanying 
thefe words with a pretty #arm embrace^ 

— * Forbear,* Mr. Mundeh,* cried (he, 
with the moft forbidding cddnefs •,— *• you 
^ have yet no right to liberties, of this 
•nature. 

• Cruel and unkind MKs Betfy !* re- 
fumed he J ■— • muft nothing then be al- 

• lowed to lore, and all be left to law V 

— He then went on with Ibmc difcourfes 
of the pafTion he had for her, and the 
joy he felt in the thoughts of his ap- 
proaching happikiefs : -— to all which fhe 
made very mort replies, 'till at lafl it 
came into her <r head to interrupt him in 
the midft of a very tender exclamation, 
by laying, — * Mr. Munden, f forgot to 
< mention one thing to you, but it is not 
« yet too late, — I fuppofe you dcfign to 

• keep a coach ?* 

This a little Warded him, and looking 
upon her with a very grave air, — * Ma- 

• dam,* faid he, * you are fenlible my 
« eftate will not permit me to oblige you 
« in this point' — • And can you imagine 

C 2 ^ V >K^ 
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< I will ever marry to trudge on foot 7 
cried £he. 

« I Ihould be l^oth lorry and afliariied,* 
replied he, < to fee you do that; but 

* there are other convenicncies, which 

* will I hope content you, *till foctune 

* puts it in my power to do otherwifc.* 

He then reminded ha: of the expe£ka* 
tions (he had frequently heard him make 
mention of, concerning his hopes of fboa 
obtaining^ both an honourable and lucrar 
tive employment, and affured her, that 
as foon as he had procured a grant of i^ 
he would fet up an equipage accordingly. 

Bat this did not at all fatisfy her ;-— 
ihe infifted on having a coach diredlly, 
and gave him fome hints, as if ihe would 
not marry without one, which very much 
nettling him, he defired (he would re- 
member her ptomife, which was abfolucefy 
^iven, without the leaft mention of a 
coach being. made. 

* I would not have you,' faid fhe^ 

* infill too much on that promife, left I 
« fhould be provoked to give you the 

* fame anfwer Leonora, in the play gives 

* to her importunate lover : 

« 
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•• That boaflcd promife ties me not to time, 
•• And bonds Without a date, they fay, are void.'* 

Mr. Mundcn could not now contain 
his temper ; — he told her, he could not 
have expected fiich treatment, after his 
Jong fcrvices, and her favourable accept- 
ance of them ; — that he thought he me- 
rited, at leaft, a fhew of kindnefs from 
hisr ; and in fine, that (he did not aft to- 
wards him as became a woman of ho- 
iK>urr 

This was a reproach, which the fpirit 
^of Mifs Bctfy was too high to bear ; — • 
fhe blufliing with indignation, and calling 
the mod difdaintul look, upon him, was 
about to make fome anfwer, which, per- 
haps^ in the humour he then was, would 
have occafioned him to retort in fuch a 
manner, as might have broken off all the 
mcafures which had been fo long concert- 
ing, if a fudden interruption had not pre- 
vented it. 

Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs not knowing 

any thing of Mr. Munden's being there; 

and happening to pafs that way,, called on 

his fifter to know if (he was ready to go 

C g v^ 
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to his brother's it being near dinner 
time J — he immediately perceived, by 
both their countenances, that fome bruke 
had happened between them, and on bii 
aflcing, in a gay manner the caufe of it» 
Mr. Munden made no fcruple to relate 
the fum of what had paflfed.— The bro- 
ther of Mifs Betfy, though in his heart 
very much vexed with her, affcfted to 
treat what Mr. Munden had faid as a 
bagatelle, and calling to his fifter's foot- 
man to get a hackney coach to the dooTt 
made them both go with him to his bro- 
ther's, faying, they would there adjuft 
every thing, 
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Contains^ am§ng other farikuJars^ certain hridal 
admoniti9ns. 

THOUGH Mr. Francis Thoughtlcfs 
did not judge it convenient to re- 
proach his fjfter in the prcfence of Mr» 
Munden, on the complaints of that gentle- 
man I yet flic had no fooner vented the lit- 
tle fpleen flie had been that inftant pof- 
feifed of, than ihe began to accufe herfelf of 
having been too poignant to a perfon,whom. 
ihe had promifed to make her hufl^and. 

To 
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To atrone, therefore, for the fercrty 
of her late behaviour, — • This is a good 
,* handfomc dean hack,' laid flie, with 
a fmilc ; — • one would think my feMow 

* bad pitched on fuch a one on purpofe^ 

* to keep me from regretting^my not hav- 

* ingonc of my own/ 

• I 6nly wife. Madam,* replied Mr. 
Munden, ^ that you might be reconciled 

* to fuch things as are in my power to 
« accommodate you with, ^ill I am fa 

* happy to prefent you with every thing 
« you can dcfirc/ — * Let us talk no 
« more of thar,' cried (he ; — 'be aflured 
^ that whatever I may liire faid, I am 

* far from thinking the happinds of life 
« confifts in grandeur.* 

Mr. Munden, on thefe words, kiflcd 
her hand, and fhe permitted him to hold 
it between bis, 'till they came out of the 
coach. 

This, indeed, had been the very laft 
effort of all the m^den pride and vanity 
cf Mifs Bctfy, and Mr. Munden hence- 
forward had no reafon to compla'm of her 
behaviour towards him. 

C4 ^^ 
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Sir Ralph Trufty, in regard to his age 
and character, had the honour of nomi- 
nating the day for the celebration of their 
nuptials, and Mifs Betfy made no excufes, 
or order to protraft the time, but agreed 
with as much readine&, as her future 
bridegroom could have wiflicd. 

The good lady Trufty, as well as the 
two Mr. Thought le Acs, however, being 
not yet able to aflure themfelves, that no-^ 
thing was to be feared from the uncer- 
tainty of her temper, did every thing in 
ihtir power to keep her in good humour 
with her fate i — and to their endeavours 
it may perhaps be afcribed, much more 
than to the force of her own refolution, 
that (he ceafed to be guilty of any thing 
that might give the leait caufe of difcon* 
tent to Mr. Munden, or betray that which, 
in fpite of all (he could do, preyed upoti 
herfcJf. 

To thefe a(riduities of her friends, ano- 
ther motive might alfo be added, for the 
keeping up her fpirits, which was that of 
her mind being continually employed 5 — 
Mr, Munden had taken a very handfome 
houfe ; — the upholllercr received all the 
orders for the f urnilhing it from her ; — 
there wc/c bcfides many other things ne- 
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ceffary for the rendering it complcat, th:t 
were not in his province to fupply ; — 
the going, therefore, to /hops and ware- 
houfes for that purpofe, took a very great 
part of her time. — What could be fpared 
from thefe, and fome other preparations 
for her wedding, cither lady Trufty, or 
her brothers, had the addrefs to engage : . 

— one or other of them were always with, 
her, 'till the night was far advanced, and 
ffeep became more welcome than any me- 
ditations fhe could indulge. 

The appointed day at length arrived ;. 

— fhe was conduded to the altar by Sir 
Ralph Trufty, where being met by Mr, 
Muaden, the ceremony ol: marriage was 

Eerformed, — none being prcfent at it but 
idy Trufty^ and her two brothers ; foe 
as Ae could not have celebrated it with, 
that pomp and eclat, agreeable to a wo* 
man of her huniour, (he had earneftly de* 
fired it might be done with all the privacy 
imaginable^ 

The indiflbluble knot now tied, they 
proceeded to Pontac's where an elegant 
entertainment being prepared for thenv 
by Mr. Munden'^s orders*, they dined, .and 
afterwards went all together to a lodging 
Mr. Munden had hired for a fmall tioae^ 
C s ^^^ 
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in a little village five or fix miles from 
London. 

This he had done to oblige his bride, 
who had told him, ihe dcfired to be loft 
to the world, 'till the firft difcourfe of 
their marriage fliould be over, to avoid 
the vifirs and congra:ulaiions of their 
friends on that occafion. 

It would be needJefe to tell the reader, 
that there was a general fcene of joy amidft 
this little company : — Mr. Munden ex- 
prefled, and indeed felt, an infinity of 
tranfport, on having triumphed over fo 
many difficuldes, which had for a long 
time continually rifcn to impede his wifties* 
-— The two Mr. Thoughtleflfes were ex- 
tremely overjoyed, on thinking a peyod 
was put to all their cares in relation to 
their fifter : — lady Trufty alfo, and Sir 
Kalph looking on this marriage, as things . 
were circumftanced, highly convenient tor 
Mifs Betfy, were very much plcafed j fo 
that it tnuft neceflarily follow, that an 
event, which coft fo much pains tp bring 
about, muft occafion a general content 
in the minis of all thofc, who had fo 
ftfcnuoufly laboured fof it. 

Amidft this fcene of joy, Mifs Betfy 
rfJf .w^s the only perfon whofe counte- 
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nance difcovered the leaft pexifivencfs^ 
nor was her's any more than what might 
be attributed to the modcfty of a virgin 
bride. 

Lady Trufty however, who had ob* 
ferved her all day with an attentive eye, . 
thought it proper to give her fome ad- 
monitions, concerning her future behavt ^ 
our, before fhe took her leave* 

Yo this end, Ibe drew her into another 
room, apart from the company, and hav- 
ing told her, (he had fomcthing of nio- 

♦ ment to fay to- her, bcgaw u> cniertain her 

in the following manner : 

♦ My dear child, feid fhe, * you arc 

• now, I fear, more through your com- 

• pliance with the defires of your friends, 
^ than through your own inclination, en- 
< tcred into a ftate, the happinefs of 

* which greatly depends on the part you* 

• aft in the firft fcenes of it r — there are 

* fome women, who think they can ne- 

* ver teftify too much fondncfe for thtir 
^ hufbands, and that the name of wife is 

♦ a fufficicnt fanftion for. giving a loofe ta 

* the utmoft exceffes of an extravagant 

♦ and romantic pafllon 5 — but this is a 

• wcaknefs, which I am pretty c«^^xa 
^ you will ftand in no need xA m^ ^^n\c^ 
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to guard againft. I am rather appre* 

* henfivc of your running into acontraiy 

* extreme, equally dangeious to your fu- 

* iu:e peace, as to that of your huiband's 

* — A conftant and unmoved infenfibility 
^ will in time chill the moft warm afitc* 

* tion, and perhaps raife fufpicions in 

* him of the caufe,. which would be tcr* * 

* ribie indeed •, beware, therefore, 1 

* conjure you, how you afFedl to defpifc, 

* or treat with any marks of contempt, 

* or even of too much coldnefs, a tender- 

* nefs which he has a right to exped you 
^ fhould return in kind, as far at lead as 

* modefty and difcretion will permit you 

* to bcftow. 

* As to your condufl in family affairs.* 
continued this good lady, * I would have 

* ycu always confine yourfelf to fuch 

* things, as properly appertain to your 

* own province, never interfering with 

* fuch as belong to your hulband i -— be 

* careful to give to nim all the rights of 

< his place, and at the fame time main- 

* tain your own, though without feeming 

* to . be too tenacious of them, — If any 
•. dilpute happen to arile between you, 

* concerning luperiority, though in matters 

* of the flighteft moment, rather re- 

< cede a little from your due, than con?- 

* tend too far s but let him fee you yield 
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I more to oblige hinit than becaufe yoa 
' think yourfelf bound to do Q}J 

< Mr. Mundcn, I flatter myfelf, haf 
every qualification to make you happy t 
and to (hew that your friends, in. ad- 
vifing you to marry him, have not mis- 
led your choice j but as pcrfcAion is not 
to be found on this fide the grave, and 
the very beft of us are not exempt from- 
the frailties of human nature, whatever 
errors he may happen to fall into^ as it 
does not become you to reprimand him, 
I wi(h you would never take notice yoi> 
have obferved them. — A man of the 
ftridleft honour and good fenfe may 
fometimes flip, — be guilty of fome flight 
forgetfulnefs -, but then he will recover 
of himfelf, and be afliamed of his mif- 
toke» — Whereas reproaches only fcrve 
to harden the indignant mind, and make 
it rather chufe to perfevere in the vicca^ 
. it detefls^ than to return to the virtues it 
admires, if warned by the remonftrancea- 
of another^* 

« But above all thing*,^ added flie * I 
' would wifli you to confidcr, that thofe 
' too great gaieties of life you have hi- 
^ therto indulged, which, however inno- 
^ cent, could not cfcape ccnfut^ h^V;:^ 
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• irv a (ingk ftate, will now have a mu«cb 

• worfe afpcd in a nurried one/ 

* Miftake »ic not, my dear' purfued 
(he, atcer a paufcy finding by Mifs Betfy'a^ 
countenance^ that what (he had &id €>n thi» 
fcore bad ftung her to the quick, * I 

• would not haye you deprive yourfelf of 

• thofe plcafures of life which are becom- 
ing your fex, your age, and charaAer ^ 
—there h no ncccffity that becaufc you 
are a wife, you fhould become a mope r 
— I only recommend a proper medium^ 
in thefe things/ 

Her\iady(bipwas going on, wRenMife 
Bctfy's fcrvants, whom (he had ordered ta 
bring fuch part of her baggage as fh« 
thought would be needful while fhe ftayed 
in that place, came with it into the chanv 
ber; on which dus kind advifer told her 
fair friend, that (he would refer what fhe 
had farther to (ay on thefe iubjefks, till an* 
other opportunity. 

Mifs Betfy replied, that (he would 
treafure up in her heart all the admonitions 
fhe fhould at any time be pleafed to give 
her, and that (he hoped her future conduft 
would demqnftrate, that no part of what 
her Ladyfbip had (akl wan loft ujpon her. 
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With thefc words they returned into- 
the dining-room, and the clofe of day foorv 
after coming on. Sir Ralph and his Lady,, 
with the two Mr, Thoughtlefles, took 
leave of the bride and bridegroom, and! 
came back to town. 

C H A P. V. 

%€imsU demand^ for mon nafms thitn tne^ m 
greater fitan rf aiPMkn ibmn ordinary^ in the 
pirufalofiu 

THE fair wife 6f Mr. Mundcn,— .Mif$ 
Beiiy now no more,— had promifcd 
nothing at the altar, that Ihe was not re«- 
folved religioufly to perform ; — fbc began 
fcrioufly to confidcr on the duties of her 
place 5— (he was ignorant of no part of 
them, and foon became fully convinced, 
that on a find: obCervance of them de- 
pended her honour, — her reputation, — 
her picacc of mii\d, and, in fine, all that 
was dear to a woman of virtue and under- 
Hand ing« 

To gire the more weight to thefe re- 
ft rftions, (he alfo called to htt TOvtv\Ccv't. 
longperfeverMcc of Mr. Muivd^tv %— \vv^ 
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conftant affiduitics to pleafe to her ; — his 
patient fubmitting to all the little caprices 
of her humour ; and eftablifliing in herfelf 
an aflured belief of the ardour and fincerity 
of bis aflfedion for her, her gratitude, her 
good nature, and good fenfe, much 
more than compenfated for the want of 
inclination j — and without any of thofe 
languiflimenis,— thofe violent emotions^ 
which bear the name of love, rendered her 
capable or giving more real and more valu* 
able proofs of that paffion, than are fome- 
times 10 be found among thofe, who pro- 
fefs themfelv€s, and are looked upon by 
the world as the naoft fond wives. 

In fpiteof her endeavours, the thoughts 
of Mr. Trueworth would, however, fomc*^ 
times come into htr mind, but Ihe repelled ' 
them with all her might ; and as^the merits 
of that gentleman would, in reality admit 
of no comparifon with any thing that 
Mr. Munden had to boaft of, Ihe laboured 
to overbalance the perfedions of the one,. 
by that tender and paffionate aflfedidiv 
with which fhe flattered herfelf fl-ie now 
was, and always would be regarded by the 
other. 

Thus happily difpofed to make ihe 
bonds (he had entered into eafy to her 
Tcif, and pcrfcdtly ag ccable to the pcrfon^ 
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with whom (he was engaged, he had in- 
deed a treafufe in her beyond what he 
coufd ever have imagined, or her friendsy 
from her former behaviour, had any rca- 
fon to have expeded ; and had he been 
truly fenfible of the value of the jewel he 
poffeffed, he would have certainly been 
compleatly blcfled ;— but happinefs is not 
in the power of every one to enjoy, tho* 
heaven and fortune deny nothing to their 
wifhcs 5 — but of this hereafter. 

At prefent, all was Joy and tranfport 
on the fide of the bridegroom •,— all com- 
plnifance and fweetnefs on that of the 
bride \ — their whole deportment to eacb 
other was fuch, as gave the moft promifing 
expectations of a lalling harmony between* 
them, and gladdened the hearts of as many 
as faw ir, and interefted themfclves in the 
felicity of either of them. 

They continued but a few days in the 
retirement, which had been made choice 
of for the confummation of their nuptials r 
— Mr. Munden was naturally gay, — 
loved company, and all the modifli diverr 
fions of the times ; — and his wife, who> 
as the whole courfe of this hiftory has 
ihewn, had been always fond of them ta 
an excefs, and whofe humour^ ia tKv^ 
points was very little akcttA b^ ^^ Ocwwi^ 
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of her condition, readily embraced the firft 
propofal he made of returning tO town, 
Dilicving (he (hould now have courage 
enough to appear in public, without tef- 
tifying any of that fhamcfacednefs on ac- 
count of her marriage, which flie knew* 
would fubjcft her to the ridicule of thofe 
of her acquaintance, who bad a greater 
fhdre of afiurance.^ 

For a time this new married parr feemed 
to have no other thing in view than plea* 
fure : — ^Mr. Munden had a numerous ac- 
quaintance, — his wife not a few s— giving 
and receiving entertainments, as yet en- 
groffcd their whole attention •,— each fmil- 
ing hour brought with it fomc frelh matter 
for fatisfa(5Hon> and all was chcarful^ gay> 
and'jocund* 

But this was a golden dream, which 
could not be expeftcd to be of any long 
continuance ; — the gaudy fcenc vaniftied 
at once, and foon a darkening gloom over- 
ipread the late enchanting profpeft. — 
Mr. Munden's fortune could not fupport 
thefe conftant expenccs ; — he was obliged 
to retrench fomewhere, and not being of a 
humour to deny btnifelf any of thofc 
amufements be was accuftomed to abroad, 
he became excefiively parfimonious at 
home> inibmucb that ne fcanty allow** 

a.uct 
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ance (he received from him for houfekeep^ 
ing would fcarce furnifli out a table fit for 
a gentleman of an eftate far inferior co that 
he was in poflefTion of, to fit down to 
himfelf^ much lefs to ask any friend, who 
Aiould cafually come in to vifit hinij to 
partake of. 

Nothing can be more galling to a wo- 
main of any fpirit, than to fee herfclf at the 
head of a family without fufficient means 
to fupport her character, as fuch, in a 
hnndfome manner : — - the fair fub]e£t of 
thisfhiitory had too much generofiiy, and 
indeed too much pride, in her compofi* 
tion, to endure that there fliould be any 
wane in fo neceflary an article of life, and 
as often as (he found occafion, would have 
recourfe for a fupply to her own little 
purfc. 

But this was a way of going on, which 
couid not laft long ; — (he complained of 
it to Mr. Munden i — but though the re-» 
monftrances Ihe made him were couched 
in the moft gentle terms that could be, he 
could not forbear teftifying a good deal of 
difplcafure on hearing them ; — he told 
her, that he feared flie was a bad oecono* 
mift, and that as fhe was a wife, (he ought 
to underftan^ that it was one of the main 
duties of her place to be frugal of Kst 
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bufband'is money y and be content witl» 
iuch things as were Ibitable to his circuna-* 
ftances* 

The furly look with which thcfc word* 
were accompanied,, as well as the words 
themfelves, made her eafiJy perceive^ thac 
all the mighty paflion he had pretended -to 
have had for her, while in the days of 
court(hip, was too weak to enable him to 
bear the lead contradidion from her, nom 
be became a hufband.. 

She reilrained, howevefythftt refintment 
which fo unexpected a difcovery of his 
temper had infpired her with, from break* 
ing into any violent expreffions, and only 
mildly anfweredythat (he (hould always.be 
far from defiring^any things which would 
be of real prejudice to his circumftances % 
but added, that (he was too well ac-. 
quainted with his fortune^ not to be welt 
aftured, it would admit of keeping a table 
much more agreeable to the rank he held 
in life> and the figure he made in other 
thin^. 

< lam the beft Judge of that,* replied 
he, a little difdainhilly ^ ^ and alfo, that it 

• is owing to your own want of managc- 

• ment, that my table is fo ill fupplied ;— - 
I I would wiflx you thertf&re to contrive 

better 
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* better for the fmnre, as you may depend 
^ upon it, that unlels my affairs take a 
« better iurn, I ihall not l>c perfwaded to 
^ make any addition to my domtftic ex- 
f pcnces.*. 

* I could wUh then, fir/ cried flie, witk 
a little more warmth, * that hencefonh 

* you would be your own purveyor; for 
« I confefs myfelf utterly unable to main- 
^ tain a family, like our's, on the niggard 
^ ftipend y4)u have allotted for that 

* purpofe.* 

* No really^ madam,^ anfwered he, very 
churlifhly, * I did oot marry, in order to 

* make myfelf acquainted with how the 
« markets go, and become learned va the 
^ prices of beef and mutton s— I always 
^ looked on that as the province of a wife^ 
•< — ic is enough for me to difcharge all 
< reafonable demands on that fcore ^— and 
« iince you provoke me to hj I muft tell 
^ you, madam,' continued he, that what 
^ my table wants of being compleat, is 
^ robbed from it by the idle fuperiluicics 
* you women are To fond of, and with 
^ which, L think, I ought to have no 
« manner of concern/ 

As {he was not able to comprehend the 
meaningiof thcie words, (he was extremtb) 
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aftonifhed at cbem, and in a pretty haRf 
manner demanded a detail of thofe fuper* 

fluities he accufed her of; on wbich» 

throwing bimfeif backjn his chair, and 
looking on her with the moft careleft and 
indifferent air he could aiTume, he replied 
in thefe terms : 

« I know not/ faid he, * what fool it 
was that firft introduced the article of 
pin-money into marriage writings,*- no* 
thing certainly is more idle, fince a wo^ 
man ought to have nothing apart from 
her hufband } but as it is grown into a 
cuftom^ and I have condefcended to 
comply with it, you ihould, I think, of 
your own accord, and without giving 
me the trouble of reminding you of ir, 
convert fome part of it, at Ibaft, to fuch 
uies as might eafe me of a burden I 
have indeed no kind of reafon to be 
loaded with ;•'•— «-as for example,* con- 
nued he, * coSce, — tea, — chocolate, 
with all the appendages belonging to 
them, have no buGnels to be enrolled in 
the lift of houfe-keeping expences, and 
confequently not to be taken out oi what 
1 allow you for that purpofe/ 

Here he gave over fpeaking, but the 
conftemation his wife was in preventing her 
from making any immediate anfwer, be 

refumed 
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reiumed his difcourfe : — * * fince we are 
upon this topic, my dear/ laid he, « it 
will be the beft to tell you at once what 
I expcft from you,«— it is but one thing 
more^ -^ which is this 5 — - you have a 
man entirely toyourfelf,— I am willing 
he fliould eat with the family;- — but 
as to his livery and wages I think it 
highly reafonable you Ihould be at the 
charge of.* 

The innate rage, which, during the 
whole time he had been ulking, fwell'd 
her breaft to almoft burfting, woukl now 
no longer be confined.—* Good heavens !• 
cried flie, * to what have I reduced my- 

• fcif?— Is this to be a wife ?-*Is this 

* the illate of wedlock?— call it rather 
^ an Egyptian bondage ; — the cruel task- 
^ makers of the Ifraclites could exaA no 

• more.-^Ungrateful man !* purfued flic, 
burfting into tears, ^ is this the love,-^ 

* the tenderncfs you vowed ?• 

Overwhelmed with paffion, (he was ca- 
pable of uttering no more, but continued 
walking about the room in a difordered 
motion, and all the tokens of the molt 
outrageous grief and ai)ger : — he fate 
filent for fome time ; but at lad looking 
fomewhat more kindly on her than he 
had done, f FritheCy my d€ar>* faVd V^^ 
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* dott*t Jet me fee you give way to emo- 
^ tions fo unbecoming of yourfelf» and fm 

* UDJuft to me ; — you fhall have no oo 

* cafion to complain of my want of love 

* and tcnderjjefi^— — you know what my 

< expedtations are, and when once I have 

< gained my point, you may be fure, for 

* my own fake, I fliall do every thing 
^ fuitable to it j-— I would only have you 
^ behave with a little prudence for the 

* prefcnt.* 

In concluding thefe words, be rofe and 
took hold of her hand, but approached her 
with an air fo cold and indinerent» as was 
far from atoning^ with a woman of her 
penetration, for the unkindnefs of his late 
propofal. — * No, Mr. Mundcn,' cried 
ihe, haughtily turning from him, ^ do not 

* imagine I am fo weak as to expeft, after 

< what you have faid, any thing but iU 

* ufage/ 

• I have faid nothing that I have caufe 

* to xepent of,* anfwcred he, * and hope, 

* that when this heat is over, you will do 

* me the juftice to think fo too. — ^I leave 

* you to confider of^ it, and bring your- 

* felf into a better humour againft my re* 

* turn/ — He added no more, but took 
his hat and fword, and went out of the 
room. 

She 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 49. 

She ^tempted not to call him back» 
but retired to her chamber, in order to 
give a lobfe topaffions more curbuknt 
than ihe had evor known before. 
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Contaim a fecond matrimomal twtifl^ $f W9rf$ 
confiquenci than the fvm$\ 

WHOEVER confidcrs Mifi Bctff 
Thoughtle(s in her maiden cha- 
ra(fter, will not find it difficult to conceive 
what fhe now endured in that of Mrs^ 
Munden. •— All that lightened her poor 
heaft,-^all that made her patiently fubmit 
to the fate her brothers had, in a manner, 
forced upon her, was a belief of her being 
paffionately beloved by the man ihe made 
her hulband \ — but thus cruelly unde- 
ceived, by the treatment (he had juft met 
with from him, one may triily fay, that if 
it did not make her utterly hate and de<* 
{jpife him, it at leaft deftroyed at once, in 
her, all the refpeft and good-will fhe had, 
from the firft moment of her marriage, 
been endeavouring to feel for him. 

Vol. IV. D It 
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It is hard to fay whether her furprife 
at an eclaircifement fhe had fo little ex- 
pelted,—- her indignation a( Mr. Munden*s 
mean attempt to encroach upon her right, 
— * or the Ihock of reflefting, that it was 
by death alone (he could be relieved from 
the vexations which ihe was threatened 
with from a man of his humour, were 
moft predominant in her foul ; but cer- 
tain it is, that all together racked her 
with moft terrible rievulfions. 

She was in the midit of thefe agitational, 
when Lady Trufty came to vifit her. — 
In the diftradlions of her thoughts (he had 
forgot to give orders to be denied to all 
company, which otherwife Ihe would 
doubdels, have done, even without except* 
ing that dear and juftly valued friend. 

She endeavoured, as much as poflible, 
to compofe herfelf, and prevent all tokens 
of difconteiit from appearing in her coun- 
tenance, but had not the power of doing it 
cffeftually enough, to deceive the pen&p 
tration of that lady ; — (he immediately 
perceived that fomething extraordinary 
had happened to her, and as foon as fhe 
was feated began to enquire into the caule.. 
of the change (he had obferved in her. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Munden, on confidering /what 
was moft prudent in a wife, from the 
firft moment of her becoming fo, had 
abfolutely refolved always to adhere, as 
ilridly as poffible, to this maxim of the 
poet : 

< Secrets of Marriage (hould be facred held, 
* Their fweets and bitters by the wife conceard.* 



But finding herfclf pretty ftrongly 
preffed by a lady, to whom (he had the 
greaceft and moft juft reafon to believe 
flie ought to have nothing in referve, flic, 
hefitated not long to relate to her the 
whole ftory of the brulee fhe had witb 
her hufband. 

Lady Trufty was extremely alarm'd at: 
the account given her, and becaufe fhe 
would be fure not to miftake any part of 
it, made Mrs, Munden repeat feveral times 
over every particular of this unhappy dif- 
pute ; — ■ then, after a paufe of fome mi- 
nutes, began to give her advice to her 
fair friend in the following terms : 

< It grieves me to the foul,' faid that 
excellent lady, ' to find there is already' 

D 2 ^^'w^ 
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* any matter of complaint between you ; 

< — you have been but two months mar- 

< ried, and it is, methinks, by much coo 

* early for him to throw oflF the lovcru 
^ and exert the hufbami ; — but lince it 

< is fo, I would not tave you, for your 

* own fake, too mUch exert the wife : — I 
^ fear he is of a rugged nature, — it be- 
« hoves you, therefore, rather to endeavour 
^ to foften it, by all the means in your 

* power^ than to pretend to combat with 

* unequal force \ — you know the engage- 
« ments you are under, and how little re- 
« lief all the refiftance you can make will 
« be able to aflford you.' 

« Blefs me, madam 1* cried Mrs. Mun« 
den, fpirituoufly, ^ would your ladyfhip 
*^ave me give up, to the expcnce of 
^ houfe-keeping, that flender pittance al« 
^ lowed for cloaths and pocket-money in 
^ my marriage-articles V 

* No, mv dear/ cried Lady Trufty, 
^ far be it m)m me to give you any fuch 
* counfel ; — on the contrary, I am 
« apprehenfive, that if you (hould fuffer 
^ yourfelf to be either menaced, or ca- 
« joled, out of even the fmallcfl part of 
^ your rights, 'tis poffible that a man of 
« Mr. Munden*s difpofition, mi^ht here- 
< after be tempted to encroach upon the 

* whole» 
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* whole, and leave you nothing you could 
« call your own/ 

« It is very difEcult, if not wholly im- 
^ poffible/ continued Ihe, ' tp judge with 

* any certainty, how to proceed with a 

* perfon, whofe temper one does not 

* know; — I am altogether a ftranger to 
« that of Mr. Mundcn, nor can you as yet 

* pretend to be perfeftly acquainted with 

* It ; -^ all I can fay, therefore, is, that I 
^ would have you maintain your own pri- 
« yileges, without appearing too tenacious 
■of them.* 

* I have then no other part to take,' 
faid Mrs. Mundert, * than juft to lay our 

* in the beft manner I can what money 

* he is pleafed to 'fallow, without making 

* any addition, what accidents foever may 

* happen to demand it. 

* I mean fo, repKed Lady Trufty, • and 

* whenever there is any deficiency, as fome 

* there muft neceflarily be, in what might 

* be cxpedted from your way of living, I 

* would not have you feem to take the 

* lead noiice of it; — behave, as if en- 

* tirely unconcerned^ — contented, and 

* eafy •, — leave it to him to complain, 

* and when he does fo, you will have an 
f opportunity, by IheWing t\\^ V5^^ cR 
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* what you have laid out, of proving, 
. * that it is not owing to your want of 

* good management, but to the fcarcity 

* of the means put into your hands, that 

* his table is fo ill fupplied •, — but ftill 

* let every thing you urge on this occa- 

* fion, be accompanied with all the foft- 

* nefs it is in your power to affume.* 

To this Mrs. Munden, with a deep 
figh made anfwer, that though (he was 
an ill diffembler, and befides had little 
room, from her hufband's late carriage 
towards her, to flatter hcrfelf with any 
good effeft of her fubmiffion, yet (he 
would endeavour to follow her ladyfliip'g 
counfel, in" making the experiment, how- 
ever irkfome it might be to her to do fo. 

They had a very long converfation to- 
gether on this head, during the whole 
courle of which Lady Trufty laboured all 
(he could to perfwade the other to look 
on her (ituation \n a much lefs difagree- 
able light, than in reality it deferved. 

But how little is it in the power of ar* 
gument to reafon away pain ! — one i$ 
much more deeply afFefted with what one 
feels than what one hears : — the heart of 
Mrs. Munden was befet with thorns, 
which all the words in the world woul^ 

have 
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have been inefFeftual to. remove -, 

difappointed in every thing that cotild 
have rendered ^this marriage fujpportable 
to her ; — ^ her good- nature abufed, — 
her fpirit humbled and deprefled, — no 
confideratibns were of force to moderate 
her paffions, but that melancholy one 
that as her misfortunes were without a 
remedy, the beft, and indeed the only 
relief that fate permitted was, in patiently 
fubmitting. 

She afted, nevecrthelcfr, in every refpeft 
for feverai day?, conformable to the me- 
thod Lady Trufty had prefcribcd, and re- 
ftrained her temper fo, as neither by word 
or ^ftion to give Mr. Munden any juft 
caufe of offence 5 — he alfo kept him'fclf 
within bounds, though it was cafy for her 
to perceive, by his fuUen deportment, 
every time he was at table, how ill he 
was fatisfied with the provifions fee be- 
fore him. 

A cold civility on the one fide, and an 
cnfbrced complaifancc on the other, hin- 
dered the mutual difcontent that reigned 
in both their hearts from being perceptible 
to any who came to vifit them, and alfo 
from breaking into any indecencies be- 
tween themfelves, 'till one day a gentle- 
man of fomc cdnfideration in the world 
D 4 V^.^^- 



si THE HISTORY OF 

happening, unexpeAedly, to come to dine 
ivith them, Mr. Munden was extremely 
ihocked at being no better prepared for 
his entertainment. 

* What! my dear.* faid he to his wife, 

• have you nothing clfie to give us ?• — 
To which (he replied, with a great deal of 
prefence of mind,-— ^ I am quite afhamed 

• and forjy for the accident; but you 

• know, my dear, we both intended to dUnc 

• abroad to-day, fo I gave a bill of fare 

• accordingly, and this gentleman came 

• too late to make any addition to what I 

• had ordered/ 

It may be eafily fuppofed the gueft a& 
fured them, that there needed no apologiest 
that every thing was mighty well, and 
fuch like words of courfe; fo no more 
was faid upon this fubjedt. 

But the pride of Mr. Munden filled 
him with fo much inward rage and fpite, 
that he was fcarce able to contain hichfelf 
*till his friend had taken leave, and he no 
fooner was at liberty to fay what he 
thought proper, without incurring the cen- 
fure of being unmannerly or unkind, 
than he began to reproach her in the 
mod: unjuft and cruel terms, for having, 
as he faid, expofed him to the contempt 

and 
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^nd ridicule of a perfon, who had hitherto 
held him in the higbeft eftimation. 

She made no other reply, than that Ihe 
was no lefs confounded than himfelf, at 
what had happened, ^that it was not in 
her power to prevent it,— that (he could 
wifh to be always prepared for the recep- 
tion of any friend, and that (he was cer- 
tain, when ihe reflefted on the caufe, he 
would be far from laying any blame on 
her. 

In Ipeaking thefe words, fhe ran to her 
cabinet, and as Lady Trufty had direded, 
produced an account to what ufcs every 
(ingle (hilling (he had received from him 
had been converted fince the laft difpute 
they had with each other on this fcore. 

In prefenting the papers to him, — 
< Read thefe bills,* faid (he, ' and be con- 

* vinced how little I deferve fuch treat- 

* ment from you : — you will find that 
« there are no items inferted of coffee, tea, 
« or chocolate, — Articles,'— continued 
(he, with an air a little difdainfuUy, — 

• which you feemed to grumble at, *tho' 

• yourfelf and friends had the fame (hare 
« in, as well as me and mine.' 

T> 5 « R^t 
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Rot your accounts,! cried he, tearing 
the papers (he gave him into a thouland 
pieces, — * have you the folly to imagine 

* I will be troubled with fuch ftufF? — 

* It is fufficient I know upon the whole 

* what ought to be done, and mud olain- 

* ly tell you, once for all, that you mould 

* rather think of retrenching your .cx^ 

* pences, than flatter yourfelf witfi cx- 

* pefting an increafe of my allowance to 

* you.* 

^ My expences ! — my expence? !* re- 
iterated (he with vehemence, — • what 

does the man mean ?* My mean- 

•. ing,* anfwered he, fuUenly, * would 

need no explanation, if you had either 

* any love for me, or prudence enough 

* to direft you to do what would entitle 

* you mine -, — but fince you are fo 

* ignorant, I muft tell you, that I thinly 

* tt^r family too much encumbered ; — — . 

* you have two maids, — I do not defirt 

* you to leffen the number, but they ar<{ 
^ certainly enough to wait upon you in a 

* morning, — ^ 1 have a man, for whom I 

* never have any employment after tha^ 

* time, and he may wait at table, and 

* attend you the whole afternoon ; — I 

* fee therefore no occafion you have to 

* keep a fellow merely to loiter about the 

* houfc 
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« houfe, — eat, — drink, and run before 

• your chair when you make your vifits, 
« — I infifi, therefore, that you either 
« difcharge him, or confent to give hitn 

• his livery and wages, and alfo to allow 
^ for his board out of your own annual 

• revenue pf pin-money. 

What ufage was this for a young lady, 
fcarcfe yet three months married, — en- 
dued with every qualification to create 
love and cfteem, — accuftomed to receive 
nothing but teftimonies of admiration 
from as many as beheld her, and addrefled 
with the extremeft homage and tenderaefs 
by the very man who now feemed to take 
pride in the power be had obtained of 
thwarting her humour, and dejeding that 
fpirit and vivacity he had fo lately, pr^-* 
tended to adore. 

How utterly impofli,ble was it for her 
now to obferve the rules laid down to her 
by Lady Trufty ! *— Could flie, after this, 
fubmit to put in praftice any foftening 
arts Ihe had been advifed, to win her lordly 
tyrant into temper ? —r Could fhe, I fay, 
have done this, without being guilty of a 
meannefs, which all wives mud have con- 
condemned her for ? 

D fr But 
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But though the anfwers (he gave to the 
propofal made her by this ungenerous hul^ 
Dand were fuch as convinced hlm^ (he 
vrould never be prevailed upon to recede- 
from any part of what was her due by 
contrad, and though (he teftified her re- 
fentment, on his attempting fuch a thing, 
in terms haughty enough, yet did Ihe con- 
fine herfelf within the limits of dccenc/t 
not uttering a fingle word unbecoming of 
her charafter, either as the woman of 
good underftanding, or the wife. 

Mr. Munden's notions of marriage had 
always been extremely unfavourable to 
the Indies , — he confidered a wife no more 
than an upper fervant, bound to ftudy and 
obey, in ail things, the will of him to 
whom (he had given her hand •, — and 
how obfequious and fubmidive foever he 
appeared when a lover, had fixed his refo- 
lution, to render himfelf abfolutc mafter 
when he became a hu(band. 

On finding himfelf thus difappointed in 
his aim he was almoft ready to burfl: 
with an inward malice, which not daring 
to wreak, as perhaps at that time he could 
have wifhed, he vented in an adlion mean 
and pitiful indeed, but not to be wondered 

at 
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at in a man pofTefiied of fo fmali a Ihare 
of afFedion, juftice, or good-nature. 

The reader may remember, that Mr. 
Trucworth, in the beginning of his court- 
Ihip to Mifs Betfy, had made^ her a prc- 
fcnt of a fquirrcl •, — (he had ftill retained 
this fir ft token of love, and always che- 
rifhed it with an uncommon care; — the 
little creature was fitting on the ridge of 
its cell cracking nuts, which his indulgent 
miftrefs had beftowed upon him : — the 
fondnefs (he had always fliewn of him put 
a fudden thought into Mr, Munden's head, 
he ftarted from his chair, faying to Ms 
wife, with a revengeful fnecr, — « Here 
* is one domeftic, at leaft, that may be 
« fpared/ — With thefe words he flew to 
the poor harmlcfs animal, feized it by the 
neck, and throwing it with his whole force 
againft the carved work of the marjble 
chimney, its tender frame was dalhed to 
pieces. 

All this was done in fuch an inftant,' 
that Mrs Munden had not time to make 
any attempt for preventing it, but on the 
fight of fo difafterous a fate befalling her 
little favourite, and the brutality of him 
who inflifted it, raifed emotions in her, 
which (he neither endeavoured, nor at that . 
inftant could have power to quell. 
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^ Monfter !' — cried fhe ; •— « unwor- 

* thy the name of man ; you needed 

« not have been guilty of this low piece 

* of cruelty, to make me fee to what a 

* wretch I am facrificed to.' — Nor was 

* there any occafion for exclamations fuch 

* as thefe/ replied he, fcornfully, * to 
« make me know that I am married to a 
« termagant/ 

Many altercations of the like nature 
paffed between them, to which Mrs, Mun- 
den was the firft that put a period : — 
finding herfelf unable to reftrain her tears, 
and unwilling he fhould be witnefs of that 
weakncfs in her, (he flew out of the room, 
faying at the fame time, that fhe would 
never eat> or fleep with him again. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP.J VII. 

Gives an ixaSi account of what happened in thg 
Jamily of Mr. Munieny after the lamentaUe 

. and deplorable death of his ladfs favourite 
fquirrely with feveral other particulars^ much 
lefi fignificanty jet very necejarj to be told* 

IF Mr. Munden had fet his whole in- 
vention to work, in order to find the 
means of rendering himfelf hateful in the 
eyes of his wife, he could not have done 
it more eflfeftually, than by his favage 
treatment of her beloved fquirrel ; — many 
drcumftances, indeed, concurred to fet this 
adion of his in the moft odious light that 
could poffibly be given it. 

In the firft place, the maffacre of fo 
Vnhurtful a little creature, who never did 
any thing to provoke its fate, had fome- 
thing in it ilrangely fpleenatic and bar- 
barous. 

In the next, the bloody and inhuman 
deed being perpetrated by this injurious 
hu{band, merely in oppofition to his wife, 
and becauie he knew it would give her 
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fome fort of afflidion, was fufEcient to 
^convince her, that he took pleafure in 
giving pain to her, and alfo made her not 
doubt but Ke would ftop at nothing for 
that purpofe, provided it were fafe, and 
came wiihin the letter of the law. 

It grieved her to be deprived of a little 
animal (he fo long had kept, — with whofe 
pretty tricks flic had fo often been di- 
verted •, and It muft be confeffed, that to 
be deprived of fo innocent a fatisfadion> 
by the very or an fhe had looked upon as 
bound by all manner of ties to do every- 
thing to pleafe her, was enough to give 
the moft galling refledtions to a woman of 
her delicacy and fpirit. 

But there was ftill another, and by 
many degrees a more aggravating motive 
for her indignation; if fhe had pur- 
chafed this fquirrel with her o\yn money, 
or if it had been prefented to Rer by any 
oiher hands than thofe of Mr. True worth, 
not only the lofs would have been left 
fhocking to her, but alfo the pcrfon, by 
whom Ihe fuftained that lofs^ would, per- 
haps, have found lefs difEcuky in obtain- 
ing her forgivcnefs. 

She kept her promifc, however, and or- 
dered a bed to be made ready for her in 

another 
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another room* — Mr. Munden came not 
home that night 'till very late; and being 
told what his wife had done, took not the 
leaft notice of it 5 but happening to meet 
her the next morning, as flie was coming 
down ftairs, * So, madam, faid he, I lup- 
* pofe you fancy this obftinate difobe- 
^ dience to your hufband is mighty be^ 
f^ coming in you.* 



€ 



• When a hufband, anfwercd flic, is 
ignorant of 4he regard he ought to have 
* for hh ^fc, or forgets to put it in prac<> 
•^ tice, he can expcft neither aflfeftioq nor 
^ obedience, unlefs the woman he has mar* 
f ried happens to be an ideot/ 

They pafled each other with theft 
words, and flie went direftly to Lady 
Trufty, being impatient to acquaint her 
with the behaviour of her hufband towards 
her fmce (he laft had feen her. 

This worthy lady was aftonifhed be- 
yond meafure at the recital ; — it feemcd 
lb ftrange to her, that a gentlemen of Mr. 
Munden's birth, fortune, and education, 
(hbuld ever entertain the fordid defign of 
obliging his wife, to convert to the fa- 
mily ufes, what had been fettled" on her 
for her own private expences^ that (he 
could not have given credit to it from 
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any other mouth than that of the weep- 
ing fiifFcrer : — his killing of the fquirrel 
alfo, though a trifle in itfelf, (he could 
not help thinking denoted a mod cruel, 
revengeful, and mean mind. 

But how much foever fhe condemned 
him in her heart, (he forebore cxpre(ring 
the whole of her fcntiments on this occa- 
. lion to his wife, being willing, as they 
were joined to each other, by the moft 
facred and indiflbluble bonds, rather to 
heal, if po(fible, the breach between them, 
than to add any thing which might ierve 
to widen it. 

She told her, that though fhe could not 
but confefs, that Mr. Munden had be- 
haved towards her, through this whole af- 
fair, in a manner very diflferent from what 
he ought to have done, or what might 
have been expefted from him, yet fhe was 
forry to findf, that fhe had carried things 
to that extremity, particularly fhe blamed 
her for having quitted his bed ; — « be- 

* caufe, laid (he, it may furnilh him with 
' fome matter of complaint againft you, 

* and likewife make others uifpeft you 
^ have not that affedioii for him, which is 
« the duty of a wife.* 

MrSr 



MISS BJ£TSY THOUGHTLESa 67 

Mrs. Munden making no anfwer to 
this, and looking a little perplexed, — * I 
« do not mean, by what I have faid,' re- 
fumed Lady Trufty, * to perfwade you to 

* make any mean ftcps towards a recon- 

* ciliation : — - that is, I would not have 

* you confefs you have been in the wrong, 

* or tell him you are forry for what you 
« have done : — that would be taking a 

* blame upon yourfelf you do not de- 

< ferve, and he would imagine he had a 

* right XQ expeft the Jame on every trifling 

* occaGon, -^ It may be, he might be 

< imperious and fll-naturcd enough to 

* create quarrels, merely for the fake of 
« bumbling your fpirit and refentment 
f into fubmiffions.* 

* But as to live in the manner you are 

* likely to do together/ continued Ihe, 
« cannot but be very difpleafing in the 

* eye of Heaven, and mull alfo expofe 
« both of you to the cenfure and contempt 
« of the world, when once it comes to be 

* known and talked af , fome means muft 

* be fpcedily found to bring about an ac- 

* commodation between you/ 

^ O ! madam,* cried the other, haftily 
interrupting her, • how impolTible is it 

* for me ever to look with any thing but 
^ • difdaia 
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* difdain and refentment, on a man, who 

* after (o many proteftations of eternal 

* love, eternal adoration, has dared to 

* treat me in this manner ! — No,* added 
Ihe, with greater vehemence than before, 

* I defpife the low, — the groveling 

* mind ; — light and darknefs are not 
^ more oppofites than we are, and can as 

* cafily agree.* 

< You muift not think, nor talk in this 
« fafliion,* laid the good lady : -— * all 

* you ca^ accufe him of will not amount 

* to a reparation : — befides, confider 

* how odd a figure a woman makes, who 

* lives apart from her hufband^ : — there 

* is an abfolute neceQity for a reconcilia** 

* tion, and as it is probable, that neither 

* of you will purfuc any meafures for that 

* purpofe, it is highly proper your friends 
^ Ihould take upon them to interpofe in 

* the affair.* 

* 
It was a confiderable time before Mrs. 
Munden could be perfwaded, by all the 
arguments Lady Trufty made ufe of, that 
either her duty, her intereft, or her repu- 
tation, required ihe (bould forgive the in* 
fults (he had received, from tWs ungrate- 
ful and unworthy hufband. 
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The good lady would not, howevert 
gpive over 'till (he had prevailed on her 
not only to liflen to her reafons, but alfo 
to be at laft perfe&ly convinced by them : 
•—this point being gained, the manner in 
which the matter fhould be conduced, 
was the next thing that employed her 
thoughts. 

, It feemed beft to her, that the two Mr. 
Thoughtlefies fhould not be made ac- 
c^ainted with any part of what had pafled, 
if the bufmefs fhe fo much wifhed to fee 
accomplilhed could be efie&ed without 
Acir knowledge j — her reafon for it was 
this : — they were both men of pretty 
warm difpofitions, efpecially the younger^ 
and as they had been fo afliduous in pro« 
moting this match, fb early a breach, and 
the provocations given for it by Mr. Mun- 
den, might occafion them to fhew their 
refentment for his behaviour in a fa(hion, 
which would make what was already very 
bad, much worfe, 

^ Sir Ralph is a man in years,* faid fhe» 

* «-* has been your guardian, and I am 

* apt to believe, that on both thefe ac- 

* counts his words will have fome weight 

« with Mr. Munden: the friendlhip 

^jlhich he knows is between us, will 
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* alfo give me the privilege of adding 

* fomething in my tur?^ ; and I hope by 

* our joint mediation this quarrel may bef 
^ made up, ib far at leaft as that you may 
< live civilly together.* 

Mrs, Munden made no other reply to 
what her ladyfliip had faid, than to thank 
her for the intereft (he took in her affairs, 
and the trouble flie was about to give Sir 
Jlalph on her account. 

The truth is, this yoang lady would ia^ 
her heart have been much better fatisficd, 
that there had been a poflibility of being 
feparated for ever, from a perfon, who, 
fhe was now convinced, had neither love 
nor efteem for her, rather than to have 
confented to cohabit wich him as a \yife, 
even though he Aould be prevailed upon 
to requeft it, in the ifioft Icemingly lub- 
miflivc terms. 

While they were in this converfation a 
meffage came from Mr. Edward Good- 
man, containing an invitation to bir Ralph 
and Lady Trufty, to an entertainment that 
gentleman had ordered to be prepared the 
next day for feveral of his friends, on a 
particular occafion^ which, becaufe the 
reader as y^t is wholly ignorant of, it i| 

highly 
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highly proper he ihould be made ac- 
quainted with. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Pnfinis ihi nadir with form pajfagn^ which 
could not convinitnthf hi told hifon^ and without 
all doubt havi ban for a long time impatiently 
ixpeSlid. 

THE fpirits of Lady Mellafih had for 
fcveral months been kept up by the 
wicked agents fhe had employed in the 
management of the word caufe, that ever 
was taken in hand : — thofe fubtle and^moft 
infamous wretches, in order to draw frefli 
fupplies of money from that unhappy 
woman, had ftill found means to elude 
and baffle all the endeavours of Mr. Good- 
man's honeft lawyer, to bring the matter 
to a fair trial. 

But at laft all their diabolical inven- 
tions, — their evafions, — their fubterfuges 
failing, and the day appointed, which 
they knew muft infallibly bring the whole 
dark myftery of iniquitv to light, when 
all their perjuries muft be explored, and 
themfelves expofed to the )uft puntfli^ 
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ment of fuch flagitious crimes, not one of 
them had courage to Hand the dreadful 
teft, nor face that awful tribunal they had 
fo greatly abufed. 

Yet fo cruel were they, even to the very 
woman, all the remains of whofe (hattered 
fortune they had (hared among them, as 
not to give her the leaft warning of her 
fate. — Nor 'till the morning, which (he 
was made to hope would decide every 
thing in her tavour, did ihe know (he was 
undone, deferted, and left alone to bear 
the brunt of all the offended laws ii^ft 
on forgery. 

What words can reprefent the horror» 
»— the confufion of her guilty mind, when 
neither the perfon who drew up the pre* 
tended will, nor neither of thofe two who 
had fet their names as witnefles appear* 
ing, fhe fent in fearch of them, and found 
they were all removed from their habi* 
tations, and fled, no one could inform her 
where. 

Scarce had fhe time to make her efcape 
out of the court, before word was given 
to an officer to take her into cuftody ;— • 
not daring to go nome, nor knowing to 
whom (he could have recourfe for fhelter 
in this exigenccy flic ran like one diftradoi 

through 
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throttgh the ftreeCft« 'till (he came: to one 
of the gates of St. James's parki where 
meeting with a porter, Ihe lent him to 
her lodgings, to order her daughter Flora» . 
and Mrs. Prinks^ to come that inftant to 
her* 

Mrs; Prinks, immediately obeyed the 
fummonSy but Mi& Flora had the auda- 
city to defire to be excufed, being then 
drefling to go on a buiinefs, which in- 
deed (he then imagined was of much more 
con(equence to I^rfeif than any thing re- 
Using to her mother could pollibly be. 

After this diflblute and unfortunate crea- 
ture was left by Mr. Trueworth, in the 
manner described in the third volume of 
dus hiilory, flie gave a loofe to agonies^ 
which only thofe who have felt the fame 
can be capable of conceiving. 

Her (bricks, and the requeft Mr, True- 
worth had made on his goins out, brought 
up the woman of the houfe herfelf, to ad- 
minifter v^hat relief was in her power, to 
a lady who feemed to ftand in io much 
need of it. 

. Haying, prevailed OQ her to comcdow/i 
-ftairs, (i^9 feated her in a little room be- 
, l)ipd t)ie bar, vA aa (he. faw . th^ violence 

vy©L.iv; ^ E ' v^ 
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of her paflSons threw her into frequent 
faindngSy ncgkfted nothiiig which flie 
thought might be of fcrvicc to recover 
her fpirits, aod compofe her mind. 

As Ihe was thus charitably employed, 
a young gentleman, who ufed the houfe, 
and was very free with all belonging to 

it, happened to^ come in: Mifs Flora, 

befides being bandibme, had fomerhing 
extremely agreeable and engs^gtng in her 
air, and had her heart been po0eifed of 
tialf that innocence her countenance gave 
the promife of^ her character would have 
been as amiable as it was now the con« 
trary» 

There are. fame eyes* which fhine thro* 
their tears, and* are lovely in the midft of 
aoguifb;— *• thofe of( Mi& Flora had this 
advantage, and fhe appeared, in fpite of 
her diforder, fo perfectly charming to the 
ftranger^ that he could not quit the place 
without joining his endeanrours to thofe of 
the good-natur'd hoftds for her confola* 
tion, and had the fatisfaftioo to find them 
much more effi^dtia) for that purpofe. 

The afBifted fair one finding herfelf 
fomewhat better, thanked the good wo- 
man in the politeft tcfm^ for the pains 
fhe hadbeen'ati^ biit4ht gernkman would' 

not 
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not be dmied feeiDg her fafe home in a 
coach, iaying the air on a fudden might . 
have too violent an effeft on her fo lately 
recovered ipirits, and that it was not fit 
ihe ihould be alone in cafe of accidents. 

Mifs Flora was eafily prevailed upon to 
accept his obliging offer; — he attended 
her home, — ftayed about haflf an hour 
with her, and entreated (be would give 
him permiffioh to come the next day, and 
enquire after her health. 

She knew the world too well, and the 
difpofition of rnankiod in general, not to 
fee that there was fomething more than 
mere compaflion in the civilities he had 
ihewn to her : — Ihe examined his perfon, 
— *his behaviour, and found nothing in 
either that was not perfedly agreeable; 
and though fhe hafid really loved Mr, 
Trueworth to the greateft excefs that wo- 
man could dpf yet, as (he knew he was" ir- 
recoverably loft, (he looked upon a new 
attachment as the only fure means of put- 
ting the paft out of her head. 

A very few vifits ferved to make an 
eclaircifement of the thoughts they mu- 
tually had entertained*ofeich other, and as 
he had fotmd by the woman of the tavern, 
that the diftrefs of this young lady had 

E 2 >a^fetX 
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been occafioned by a love quarrel with a 
gentleman, who had brought her into that 
houfc, he began with expreffing the ut- 
moft abhorrence of that injufticc and in- 
gratitude, which fome were capable of, 
— * but,* faid he, * if fome of us have 

* neither love nor honour for thofc that 
^ love us, we all certainly love our own 
< happinefs, and he muft be flupid and 

* infcnfible, indeed,* added he, embracing 
her with the warmeft tranfport, « who 

could not find it eternally within thefe 



« arms' 



* You all talk fo,' anfwered (he, .with 
the moil engaging fmile fhe could put on ; 
^ but as my youth, — innocence, -^ and 
« perhaps a little mixture of female va* 

* nity, hare once miflcd me, it behoves 
5 me to be extremely cautious how the 

* tender impulfe gets a fecond time p6f- 

* feffion of my heart/ 

In Ihort, file put him not to a too great 
expence of vows and proteftations before 
fhe either was^ or pretended to be con- 
vinced of the fincerity of his paflion, and 
alfo rewarded it in as ample a manner as 
his foul could wifh« 

It is certain, that for a time this new 
pliant behaved wi^ the extremeft fondneft 

towards 
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towards her, — did every thing the moft 
ardent lover could do to pleafe her, — he 
treated her, — carried her to all public 
places of entertainment, and what in her 
prcfent circumftances was moft neceflary 
to her, was continually making her very 
rich and valuable prefcnts. 

But it could not be expefted, that an 
amour entered into in this manner, and 
which had no folid efteem on either fide 
for its foundation, would be of any long 
continuance ; — the gentlenrian had a great 
deal of good-nature, but was gay and in- 
conftant, as the moft variable of his fex \ 
— - he found a new charm in every new 
face that prefented itfelf to him, — and as 
he wanted no requifites to pleafe the fair, 
he too feldom failed in his attempts upon 
them. 

Mifs Flora was not ignorant, that he 
had many amufements of this kind, even 
while he kept up the moft tender corref- 
pondence with her ; but perceiving, that 
reproaches and complaints were equally 
in vain wit'h a man of his humour, fhc 
had the cunning to forbear perfecuting 
him with either, and by appearing always 
eafy, degagee, and unconcerned, pre- 
ferved her acquaintance with him, and rc- 
F 3 ceWtd. 
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ceived proofs of his liberality long after 
ihe had loft thofe of his inclination. 

On being told, that he was going on a 
party of pleafure into the fouth of France, 
(he exercifed all her wit and artifice to 
engage him to permit her to be one of 
the company ; but he treated this requeft 
as a mere bagatelle, — faid the thing was 
utterly imprafticable, — that none of the 
gentlemen took any ladies with them,— 
fo he would not have her think of it. 

It was in order to take her leave of him, 
before his departure, that (he was going 
to his lodgings when Lady Mcllafin had 
icnt for her into the park. 

The cool reception he had given her, 
fent her home in a very ill humour, which 
was greatly heightened by a letter, which 
fhe found Mrs. Prinks had left for her on 
the table. 

That woman having joined her lady in 
the park, and confulted together what was 
to be done, they took a hackney coach, 
and drove to an obfcure part of the town, 
where they hired lodgings in a feigned 
name, after which Mrs. Prinks hurried 
home, — packed up what cloaths, and 
other necenaries ihe thought would be 

immediately 
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immediate^ wanted^ and after having 
wrote a fhort aecount to Mifs Flora of flhc 
misfortune that had happened, and given 
her direftions where to come, returned 
with all hafte to her difconfoiate lady. 



C ft A P. IX. 

Contains the catajircphi of Lady MellaiinV and 
her daughter Flora,*: adventuns^ whili on this 
fide the glote. 

WHILE this unhappy little farnily 
were in their concealment, each of 
them fct their whole wits to work to find 
fome means, by which Lady Mellafin 
might be extricated from that terrible di* 
lemma (he had brought herfclf into. 

But as this was a thing in its very na- 
ture, as affairs had been managed, morally 
impoffible to be accomplifhed, all their 
endeavours for that purpofe only ferved 
to fliew them the extreme vanitv of the 
attempt, and confequently to render them 
more miferable. 

Defpair at length, and the near profpeft 
of approaching want, fo humbled the once 
haughty fpirit of Iiady Mellafin, that fhe 
E 4 i^feXH^\ 
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refolved on writing to Mr. Edward Good- 
man, to make ufe of all her rhetoric 

40 footh him into forgtvenefs for the 
troubles fhe had oaafioned him. and in 
fine to petition relief from the very man^ 
whom fhe had made ule of the mod vil- 
lainous arts to prejudice. 

The contents of her Jetter to that much 
injured gentleman were as follows : 

To Edward Goodman^ Efq; 

* S I R, 

* Appearances are fo much againft 

* me, that I fcarce dare fay I am inno- 
' cent, though I know myfel' fo, as to any 

* intention of doing you injuftice :— I can- 

* not, however, forbear giving you a (hort 

* Iketch of the impofition which has been 

* praftifed upon me, and in my name at- 

* tempted to be put on you. 

* The will, which has occafioned this 

* long conteft between us, was brought 
' me by a perfon, who told me, he had 

* drawn it Up exaftly according to my 

* late hufband's inftrudHons, the very 

* evening before he died ; — the fubfcrifcn 
' ing witneffes gave me the fame aflli- 
^ ranee, and alfo added, chat Mr. Good- 
< man was fo well convinced of my inte- 

' grity. 
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* grity, and the wrong he had done me 

* by fufpefting it, that had he lived only 

* to the next morning, be had refolved to 
« fend for me home, and be reconciled to 

* me in the face of the world ; — To that 

* if the thing was a piece of forgery, thcfe 

* men are only guilty,— I am entirely free 
' from any (hare in it. 

« But as thefe proceedingc, which I 

* have unhappily been prevailed upon to 

* countenance, have given you a great deal 

* of trouble and expence, 1 fincerely afli 
« your pardon for it : — this is all the at- 
« toncment I can make to Heaven for of- 

* fences more immediately my own. 

• I am very fenfible, notwithftanding, 

* that by what I have done, I have not only 

* forfeited my claim to fuch part of the 

* efFedts of Mr. Goodman as appertain to 

* the widow of an eminent and wealthy 

* citizen, but likewife all my pretenfions 

* to the friendfhip and favour of the per- 

* fon he has made his heir •, — yet, fir, 

* however guilty I may fecm to you, or 
« how great my faults in reality may have 

* beep, I cannot help being of opinion, 
, that when you remember 1 was once 

* the wife of an uncle, whofe memory 
« you have fo much caufe to value, you 

* wil^ think the name and charader 1 have 

E 5 * Wwfe 
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* borne ought to defend me from public 

* infamy, parifli alms, and beggary. 

* Reduced as I am, it would ill become 

* md to make any ftipulations, or lay a 
^ tax on the goodnefs I am neceffitated to 
- implore. No, fir ; as I can now de- 

* mand nothing, fo alfo I can hope for 

* nothing, but from your compaffion and 

* generofity ; and to thefe two amiable 

* qualities alone Ihall afcribe whatever pro- 
' vifion you fhall think fit to make for me, 
^ out of that abundance I was once in full 

* pofleflion of. 

< I fhall add no more, than to intreat 

* you will confider, with fome portion of 

* attention and good-nature, on what I 

* have lately been, and what I at prcfcat 

* am, 

* The moft unfortunate, 
« And moil forlorn of womankind 
M. Mellasin Goodman. 

* P.S, My daughter Flora, the innocent 

* partner of my griefs and fufFerings, 

* will have the honour to deliver thi^ 

* to you, and I hope return with a 

* favourable anfwer.* 

Lady 



« 
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Lady Mellafin chofe to feftd Mifs Flora 
with this letter, as believing her agreeable 
perfon and manner of behaviour would 
have a greater efFeft on that youthful heart 
of the perfon it was addrefled to, than 
could^have been expected fronn the formal 
and affedcd gravity of Mrs. Prinks, 

It is not unlikely too^ but that (he 
might flatter herfelf with the hopes of 
greacer advantages, by her daughter's go- 
ing in perfon to Mr. Goodman's^ than 
thofe,. which hev letter bad petitioned for : 
»^(he had often heard, and read, of men, 
whofe refentment had be^sn fbftened and 
melted into tendernefs, on the appearance 
of a lovely objeft : — as the poet fome- 
where or other expfefies it : 

< Beauty, 4ike ice, our footing does betray, 

< Who can tread fure on the fmooth ffipp'ry way. 



Mifs Flora herfelf wais alfo very far from 
being difpleafed at goirig on- this errand, 
and as it was not proper far h^r to drcfs 
in the manrter (he would hdve done, oh 
making a vifit to any other perfon, it 
coft her fome time before her fetting our, 
to equip herfelf in fuch a delhabille, as 
E 6 fhc 
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fhe thought would be mod genteel and 
become her beft. 

She had the good fortune to find Mr. 
Goodman at home, and was immediately 
introduced to him ; — he was a little fur- 
prized at a vifit made him by a young 
lady, whom he had never feen before, but 
not enough to prevent him from recciviog 
her with the utmofl: complaifance : — - he 
faluted her, — feated her in a chair, and 
then afked, wh^t commands (he had to 
favour him with : — on which taking out 
the letter, and giving it to him :— ^ This, 
^ fir,' faid fhe, with a deep figh, • will 
' inform you of the requeft that brings me 
« here. 

Mr. Goodman read it haftily ovei-; but 
while he was dcnng fo, could not forbear 
Ihaking his head feveral times, yet fpoke 
nothing, 'till after a paufe of fome.jmi- 
nutes. ^ Madam,* faid he, < as this is a bu« 
^ finefs, which I could not expeA to have 

* heard of, I mull confefs myfelf altoge- 
' ther unprepared how to proceed in it. If 

* Lady Mellafin,' added he, * will give 

* herfelf the trouble to fend in three or 

* four days, fhe may depend on an anfwer 

* from me.* 

The 
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The coldnefs of thefe words, and the 
diftant air he aflumed while fpeaking 
them, fo widely diflferent from that with 
which he had accofted this lady on her 
firft entrance, made her prefently fee, (he 
had nothing to hope from this embaflfy, 
on her own account, and made her alfo 
tremble for that of her mother. 

At he urged her not to ftay, nor even 
gave the lead hint, that he was defirous of 
her doing fo, (he rofe, and with a moft 
dejefted air took her leave, telling him, in 
going out, that (he (hould not fail of ac- ^ 
quainting Lady Mellafin with hrs com- 
mands, who, (he doubted not, would be 
pundual in obeying them. 

Mr. Goodman was, indeed, too well ac« 
quainted with the charafter of Mils Flora 
to be capable of receiving any impreflion 
from the charms nature had beftowed upon 
her, even though they had been a tbou- 
fand times more brilliant, than in effedl 
they were, and fhe had not been the 
daughter of a woman, who had rendered 
herfelf fo juftly hateful to him. 

Lady Mellafm was fhocked to the very 
foul, at being told the reception her 
daughter had met with, and could not 
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the lawyer, and the two Mr. Thoughtleflcs, 
that it was his late uncle's intention, that 
fhe ihould not be left without a decent 
provifion, and being willing to conform, 
as much as poi&ble, to all the defires of a 
perfon, whom he had always efteemed as a 
parent, he paffed by the injury which finde 
his death fhe had attempted to do to him- 
felf, and within the tin^e he had mentioned 
to Mifs Flora, wrote an anfwer to the re- 
queft, in the following terms: 

To Lady Mellasin Goodman. 

* Madam, 

• THOUGH you cannot but be fen* 
Able, that your late bafe attempt to in- 
validate my dear uncle's will, excludes 
you from receiving any benefit frpm it, 
yet as I am determined, as far as in my 
power, to make the example of that 
excellent man the rule of all my aftions, 
I fhall not carry my refentment, for the 
injuflice you have done me, beyond 
what he exprefTed for thofe much greater 
injuries he fuftained, by your infidelity 
and ingratitude : — it was not his in- 
tention you fhould flarve, nor is it my 
defire you fhould do fo. 

< I am willing, madam, to allow you a 
penfion of one hundred pounds per ann 

* to 



^Nl 
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to be quarterly paid into whofe hands 
foever you (hall think fit to appoint for 
that purpofe, — but it mud be on con- 
dition, that you retire forthwith, and ' 
pafs the whole remainder of your days 
in fome remote part of the kingdom : 
— the farther you remove from a town, 
where your ill condu£t has rendered you 
fo obnoxious, the better.' 

* This, madam, is what I infifl: upon,' 
and is indeed no more than what your 
own fafety demands from you : — - a 
very ftrift fearch is making after your 
accomplices, and if they, or any of 
them, fhall happen to be found, it will 
be in vain for you to flatter yourfelf 
with efcaping that punilhment, which 
the offended laws infiidt on crimes of 
this nature j — nor would ic be in my 
power to fhield you from that fate, 
which even the meaneft and moft ab- 
jeft of thofe concerned with you, mufl: 
fufFer. 

• As I fhould be extremely forry to fee 
this, I beg you, for your own fake, to be 
fpeedy in your refolution, which, as foon 
as you inform me of, I (hall a£t accord** 
ingiy.— ^ am, 

! Yours, &c. 
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This he ordered to be delivered to any 
one, who (hould fay they came from Lady 
Mellafin, and Mrs, Prinks accordingly 
received it. 

Lady Mellafin, in the miferable circum- 
ftances to which (he had reduced herfelf, 
was tranfportcd to find (he (hould not be 
entirely left without fupport : — as for her 
being obliged to quit London, (he was 
not in the lead (hocked at it, as there 
was no pofTibility for her even to appear 
publickly in it, and (he was rather dcurous 
than averfe to be out of a place, which 
could no longer afford her thofe pleafures 
and amufem.irs, (he had once lo much 
indulged herfelf in the enjoyment of* 

But when (he conGdcred on her ba- 
ni(hment, and ran over in her mind, what 
part of England (he (hould make choice 
of for her afylum, the whole kingdom 
appeared a defart to her, when driven 
from the gaities of the court and capi- 
tal 5 — (he therefore refolved to go far- 
ther, and enter into a new fcene of life, 
which might be more likely to obliterate 
the memory of the forn>er -, — (he had 
heard much talk of Jamaica, — that ' it 
was a rich and opulent place,— that the 
inhabitants thought of little elfe, bat how 

to 
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to divert themfelves in the beft manner 
the country afforded ; and that they were 
not too ftria in their notions, either as 
to honour or religion j —that reputation 
was a thing little regarded among them ^ 
— - fo that in cafe the occafion that had 
brought her thither ftiould happen to be 
dilcovcred, fhe would not find hcrfclf in 
the iefs eftimation. 

She therefore hefitated not to write a 
^90nd letter to Mr. Goodman, acquaint- 
. |ng him with her defire of going to that 
plantation, and hinting to him, that, if 
it would be giving him too great a trouble 
to remit the quarterly payments he men- 
tioned, fhe fhouid take it as a particular 
favour if he would be pleafed to beflow 
on her fuch a fum as he fhouid think pro- 
per, in lieu of the annuity he h^d offered. 

Mr. Goodman was extremely pleafed 
with this propofal, and icveral letters hav- 
ing pafled between them concerning the 
conditions, he agreed to give her two 
hundred pounds in fpecie, to provide hcr- 
fclf with fufBcient ncceffaries for the voy- 
age, and eight hundred more to be depo- 
Jited in the hands of the captain of the 
fhip, to be paid on. her arrivaU with 
which fhe appeared very well fatisfied, 

and 
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and gave him the moft folemn aiTuranccfl 
never to trouble him again. 

But Mifs Flora was aH diftraAion at 
this event 5— the thoughts of leaving dear 
London were equally irkfome to her with 

thofe of death itfclf : fain would (he 

have ftaid behind ; but what could Ihe 
do? — without reputation, •— without 
friends, — without money, — there was 
no remedy but to fhare her mother's for- 
tune i— -Mrs- Prinks alfo, who, by living 
fo long with Lady Mellafin, known to 
be in all her fecrets, and agent in her 
iniquitous proceedings, could have no cha- 
rafter to recommend her to any other fcr- 
vice, continued with the only perfon fhc 
indeed was fit to live with ; and they all 
embarked together on board a (hip that 
was then ready to fail. 

All Mr. Goodman's friends congratu- 
ted him on the fervice he had done his 
country, in ridding it of three perfons, 
who, by perverting the talents heaven had 
beftowed upon them to the mo(t vile pur- 
pofe, were capable of doing the greatefl: 
mifchiefs to the more innocent and un- 
wary. It was on this occafion, that he 
made the invitation before-mentioned, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
Ritmrns U ibg affkin tf Mrs: Munlm: 

THERE were prefcnt at the enter- 
tftimnent made by Mr. Goodman^ 
feveral other of his friends, befides Sir 
Ralph and Lady Trufty j — the two Mr. 
Thoughtlefles, and Mr. Munden : — the 
hufband of that lady had alfo received an 
i^viution to be one of the guefts, but he 
pretended a previous engagement would 
not permit him to accept the favour in- 
tended him. 

He made his excufe, however, in terms 
fo polite, and feemingly lincere, that none 
of the company, excepting thofe who 
were in the fecret of the difagreement be- 
tween him and his wife, had any appre- 
.henfions that his abfence was occauoned 
by any other motive than what his meflage 
had expref&d. 

Sir Ralph Trufty and his Lady, who 
were the only perfons who had the leafl: 
fufpicion of the truth of this affair, could, 
not help being a good deal concerned at 
it> but they forbore taking any notice 
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^till the latter perceiving Mrs. Munden had 
retired to a window* aC the ftirther end of 
the room, in order to give herfelf a little 
air, ftept haftiiv towards her, and in a 
low voice accofted her in thefe terms : 

• I fee plainly, my dear,' faid fhe^ 

< through the excufe your husband has 

< made for not complying with Mr.Good- 

* man's invitation, and am heartily ibrry 

* to find this frefli proof of the difunion 
« between you j — it is high time fome- 

< thing fliould be attempted to put things 

* on a better footing. — I will defire Sir 

< Kalph to fend for Mr. Munden to- 
« morrow, and we will try what can be 

* done.* 

« Your ladylhip is extremely good,' 
replied the other, ^ and I fhall be always 

* ready to fubmit to whatever you fhall 

* think proper for me ; — but I am dc- 

* termined to be entirely paffive in this 

* afiair, and fhall continue to live with 
^ Mr. Munden in the fame manner I do 
« at prefent, 'till a very great alteration in' 

* his behaviour fhall oblige me to think 

< I ought in gratitude to make feme 

* change in mine.' 

Lady Trufty would not prolong the 
converfation for fear of being obf^ved,^ 

and 
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aud they both rejoined the company; •— ^ 
After this there pafled nothing of fuSicieot 
moment to acquaint the reader with, fo 
that I'ihall only fay, that after a day, and 
great part of the enfuing night fpenc in 
bailing, merriment, and all that could 
exhilerate the ipirits, and excite good hu- 
mour, every one retired to their refpeftive 
dwellings, highly fatisfied with the man- 
ner in which they had been entertained by 
the young merchant. 

Lady Trufty was far from being for- 
getful of th^ promife (he had made to 
her fair friend ; and after a ferious con- 
fultation with Sir Ralph, in what manner 
it was moft proper to proceed, prevailed 
upon that gentleman^ who was little lefs 
zealous than herfelJP in doing good offices, 
to write the following billet to Mr. 
Munden: 

To George Munden, Efqj 
• Sir, 

« A Business, which I am perfedly 

< well afTured'is of the utmoft comequence 

< both to^y our pfefentand future happi- 
* nefSf obUgcs me to entreat the favour 

< of feeing you this morning at qw houfe;' 
« it not being fo proper, for /eafons I 

• ihali 
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< fliall hereafter inform you of, for me ta 

* wait on you at your's. 

^ As I have no other intereft in what I 

< have to impart, than merely the plea- 

< fure I fliall take in doing you a ferviee , 
' and difcharging what I think the duty 

* of every honeft man, I flatter myfelf 

< you will not fail of complying imme* 

< ^lately with my requeft, and at the fame 

* time believe me to be, what I am, 

* With the greateft fincerity^ 
•Sir, 
• Your well-wiftier, 
* And moil humble 
* And mofl obedient lervant, 
* Ralph Trusty/ 

This letter being fcnt pretty early in. 
the morning, Mr. Munden was but jufl: 
out of bed when he received it : — a brc»dc- 
faft much lefs pleafing to him than his 
chocolate ;— he doubted not but his ^e 
had made Lady Trufty acquainted with 
the whole fecret of his family affairs, and 
therefor^ cafily guefled on what fcore he' 
was fent for in this prefl[ing manner by Sir 
Ralph ; and as it was highly difagreeable 

to 
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to him ta enter into any diicuffions on 
that beady it was^fpme time before he 
could refolve within hlmrelf what anfwer 
lit fliould fend. 

But whatever deficiencies there might 
be in this gentleman, none, excepting 
thofe of hjis.own family « to whom he did 
not think it worth his while to be com- 
plaifant, could never accufe him of want 

of politenefs, A, charafter fo dear to 

htm, that, perhajps, he would not have 
forfeited it|^ even for the attainment of any 
other of the more fliining and valuable 
virtues of bis fcx. 

Perplexing, therefore, as he knew this 
interview mud neceflarily be to him, he 
could not think of behaving in an uo* 
courtly manner to a gentleman of Sir 
Ralph Trudy's rank and fortune ; ahd 
having ordered that the fervant, who 
brought the letter fhould come up, de- 
fired him, in the mod affable terms, to 
acquaint, his mafter that nothing (hould 
deprive /him of the honour pf attending 
hicp t)^ iiibment he was drefled. 

tiiT Ralph Trufty in his younger years 
nd lived very much in London, — had 
^^t the bed company in it, and though 
liV^^ perfcftly fincere in his nature, and 
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bad a- thorough contcttipt fcr all thoft idlt " 
ftiperfltjous cerejtDonies^ ^hich fome people 
look* upon as the Height of goodbreedU^g, 
and value themfelves fo much upon, yet' 
he knew how to put them in, pra£)*ice 
whenever he found they, would^cititate, 
any pQint he had tQ gain; and, as Mr. 
Munden- was ajiogethcr the courtier iji his 
behaviour, he thought it b^ to addfeg 
him ia his own way, and" receive him ne- 
ther in a manner as if he was about* to 
praife him for ibme laudlabte aftibn he' 
had done^ than make any remonftrances 
tcr him, on a conduft, which he wanted' 
to convince him required fome amend- 
mept. 

After having, feid' a great many oblig- 
ing things to him, in order to bring him 
into a humour proper for hi3 purpoie, the. 
politic did baronet began in tjlef^ terms, 
to open the bufioefs, on whith he had de* 
fired to fpeak with him. 

^ r have not wOrds to make you fen-^ 

* fible,* contioucd he, • how much your 
^ abfence was regretted yefterday by bR 

* the company at Mr. Goodman's^ efoe* 

* cially by the two Mr, Thpughtlcffis,, 

* who, indeed, on all occa(lQn$,^pre(s. 
^ the higheft efteem and regard for you,* 

* both as a friend and brother^ but I nis' 

•'more 



MISS BET&Y TBOUGHTLISS. '99 

^ mofae paiticujvfy affcAed, mhtn^ on 
^ coming home, my wife acquainted iQe 

< with what fhe imagined the real caufe 
^ that deprived m ci yoik 

< Sko< tohi me^' added hci < chat h#iog 
c tlie otther dtiy furpt'^d Mr». Mtrndcn in 
w tears an4greaf}€(wufion» file woutdifKlt 
c leskrm her ^ciltf fiie wpefted fipom hei* a fe- 

< eret^ which i am eqiiaHy aft^mirdland 

< ibrry to repeat, but which you can be at 
€ no k>fe (0 gue&at.'' 

Thou^ Mr. MuRdea had forefeen on 
what account he was fent for, and had 
prepared' hinf>(elf for it, yet he could not 
forbear tcftifying fon^ confufion 5 but re- 
covering himfelf from it, as foon a& he 
could, — * Yea, Sir Ralph, I eafily pcr- 

• ceive,* anfwered he, • that my wiftt ha$ 
^ been making &>a» con^plaints againft 

• me to your lady, which d)oubtkfs have 
^ laid oleunde^her difpleafttre, as I know 
^ the accufer has the advantage of the ac- 

• cufed^ in the opinion of thofe to whom 

• they appeal/ 

^ Notyat a»K* cried Sir Ralph, hattily, 

• 1 dare anfwer that my mfo i* no left 
^ concerned for your feke, than for that 
« of Mrs. Monden, at tiie unfortunate dif* 

Fa « agreement 



• : V-! 
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^agreement that has happened between 

* you/ 

As he was fpeaking thefe words, lady 
Trufty, either by defign or accidenCf pafled 
by die door of the room where they were 
fitting. — < Come tn, my dear/ faid Sir 
Ralph to her» ^ and juQify yourfelf from 
^ being fwayed againfl: right reafon, by 
^ any partial affe^ion to your fair friend/, 

< If you mean in the cafe of Mrs. Mun* 
« den, as I fuppofe you do/ replied flie, 
« I can acquit myfelf with very great eafe 
<. from any imputation on that fcore, and . 
< am ready, even before her huiband, to 
^ give it as my judgment, that in all dif» 
^ putes between perlons, who are married 
^ to each other, efpecially when carried 

* to any height, neither of them are wholly 
« faultlcfs ; for, though one may be the 

* firft aggreflbr, the other feldom, if ever, 
^ behaves fo as not to incur fome part of 

* the bkmc/ 

' Your ladyOiip is all goodnefs,' laid 
Mr. Munden, very refpcdtuUy, • and in 

* what you have faid, difcover not only 
^ a penetration, but alfo a love of juftice 

* which can never be too much admired 
^ and applauded. — - What your ladylbip 

* has obtervcd between aie and Mrs. Mun- 

•den. 
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♦ dcti, is cxaftty the thing ;— it is cfttain, 

* that both of us have been to •blame : 
« — I have, perhaps, afled in a manner 
^ ibmewhat too abruptly towards her, and 
•(he in one too rcfentful, and too ini- 
^ perious towards me; and though I am 
^ willing to allow my dear Betfy all the 
^ merit of thofe good qualities fhe is pof- 

• ftfffed of, yetJ cannot help giving her 
•« fome part of tnc charafter Mr, Congrevc 
' afcribes to Zara in his Mourning Bridr, 
f and faying, 

*^ That (be has paffion, which outfbrips the 
winds, 

*^ And roots her reafon up/^ 



Lady Trufty. who, for the fAe of Mrs- 
Munden's reputation, was fo eager to 
patch up a reconciliation at any rate be- 
tween her and her hufband, would not 
feem to defend her behaviour as a wife^ 
while (he gently accufed him of having 
too far exerted the authority of a hufband. 

In a word, both Sir Ralph, and his 
lady, managed in fo artful a manner, ftill 
blending cajolings with remonftranccs, 
that when they came to enter into a dif- 
cuffion on this affair, that Mn Munden, 
whatever he thought in bis heart, could 
F 3 W55X 
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not forbear fbeming to yield to the ju(bice 
of their reaiboings.' 

He ccnfented, though not wirhout (bine 
fciuple% and a much greater Ihare ot in* 
ward relufi^ahee, that his cotnpktfance 
wcufd permit him to make (hew of, to 
add one guinea per week to his altowance 
for the expences of his table. — As to the 
rtft, he readily enough a^eed to meet h»9 
wife half Avay towards a reconciliation, -«• 
allured them, that he was far from req^ii^ 
ing any other fubmifBon on htr part, than 
vyhat be would fet her the example oi to 
liimfelf, and that he wiflied nothing triore 
than to exchange forgivenefs with hen 

On this, lady Trufty difpatched a frr- 
vant diredly to -Mrs. Mufiden, to let'hcr 
know (he mull needs fpeak -with her^kii* 
mediately -, *— which fummons was no 
fooner delivered, than complied with. . 

This prudent iady having call about m 
her mind all that was proper to be done, 
jn order to accomplifh the good work 
flie laboured for, and had ^ much at 
heart, would not leave it in the power of 
chance to d:fappoint what (he had fo hap- 
pily begun, and having prevailed over 
the ill-nature and fournefs of the hufband, 
thought it equally neceflary to prevent the 

refentmentt 
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ffom fruftriting her «ndc«¥f>wrfii« . , . 

On- being toH Mrs. Mund^n was came, 
ihe ran down ft;urs to receive her, *— led 
her into a {)ai;loory and informed her, as 
briefly, as &e could, all |hiLL.parr, whicii 
ihe-ihoi^ght would be'inoft^lkMsfa^ory to 
cber,'of the converfatioo which had .pafltd 
^between them and Mr.-Mimdcn, on her 
Score. 

. :tindH)g what fhe (aid was received by 
'^e 'Other ^nore coolly than ihe withed, 
fee' took that pnvitege, which her Tank, 
her age, and the friendfhip (he had al- 
ways ihewn. to ]ier, fnight juftly .claim, 
to reo^nftrate to her, that ic did not bjr- 
come iier rfituation and charader toQand 
'€€0 much upcMn pun^Uio's at this time; 
-^1 — which all, that either was, or ought to 
be dear to womankind, depended on .a 
fpeedy accomnicdation with her huiband ; 
«-— • The unh^ippy brulee,' iaid flie, * has 

* lafted too k)ng,^— your fervants muft ccr- 

* tcinly know -it, — you canoot be^aifurod 

* of iheir fecrecy, — the whole affair, 
< perhaps, with 4acge additions toic, will 

* foon become the talk of the town, — 

* every one will be dcfcafnting upon it, 
^.aiKl how much ibever Mr, Munden may 

F4 'be 



,04 TfiEltriSTORY OF 

« be in Taolts yoo caimot hope to efcape 
^ your fliire in the ccnfurc* 

Poor Mrs. Muaden^ who looked upon 
this lady as alccond mothef, wouH not 
attempt to oflfer any thing in oppofition 
to the argumer.ts fiie ufcd j and, belides^ 
could not forbear avowing, within herfclf» 
the jufticcof them. — * Well^ Madam/ 
« anfwered Ihe, with a deep ligb, « I fhall 
^ endeavour to follow your ladyfhip's ad- 
^ vice^ — - and, fince I am a wife, will do 

< my beft to make the yoke, I have fub* 

< micted to, fit as lightly upon me as poF* 
•fible.' 

Lady Trufty perceiving her fpirits were 
very much deprefled, omitted nothings 
that the fhortheis of time woiild allow, tO 
perfwade her to believe, that her condition 
was not fo unhappy, in reality, as (he at 
prefent imagined it to be; and having 
brought her to fomewhat of more chear* 
ful temper, conduft^ her into the room 
where Sir Ralph and Mr. Mundcn were 
ft ill dfcourfing on the matter in qucftioft. 

*' Welcome, my fair charge,* cried the. 
former, taking her by the hand, and draw- 
ing her towards Mr. Mundcn, — * I have 
' once already had the honour of giving 
* YOU to this giotleman, permit me to 

* do 
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^ do fo a fecond time *,"— I hope, with the 
^ fame fatisfadion on both fides, as at 

* firft/ 

* On mine, by heaven it is/ replied 
Mr. Munden, flying haftily to embrace 
her, as Ihe moved flowly forward 5 — ' it' 

* my deareft Bctfy will promife to forget 

* what is pad, the pains I have fuffcred, 

* duriag this interruption of my happi- 

* nefe, will be a fuffijienc fccuricy iQr 

* her, that I (hall be very careful for the 

* future, to avoid doing any thing that 

* may again fubjeft m;: to the like nm- 

* fortune/ 

Thefe words, and the tender air which 
he aflumed in fpeaking them, were fo 
much beyond what Mrs. Munden could 
have expefted from him, after hiji late 
treatment of her, that all her pride, h.T 
anger, and even her indifference, fublidcd 
at that inftant, and gave place to lenci- 
ments of the mod gentle nature. 

• You muft believe,* anfwered fhe, 
with an infinity of fweetnefe in her voice 
and eyes, ' that I have alfo had my fhare 

* of anguiih; but whatever inquietudes 

* you have fuftained on my account muft 
< he forgotten on your parr, as it fliall 

* Be mine to make atonement for them. 
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* by cvtry thing irt my pow6r, which caa 

• flatter mc with the hopes of doing fo/ 

Infenfible and morofe as Mr. Mundea 
was, he could not avoid, on this obliging 
'behaviour in his fair wife, being touched 
in reality with fome (oft emotions, which 
he fo well knew how to magnify the ap- 
pearance of, that not only htrfelf* hut the 
by-ftanders, imagined he was the moft 
tranfported man alive. 

Impoffible it is ta exprefe how much 
Sir Ralph, and his good lady, rejoiced to 
fee this happy cvtnr, — they entertained 
them very elegantly at dinner, — in the 
afternoon they went all together to take the 
iaif in Kenfington gardens, '— and a great 
deal of company commg in the evening to 
vifit ladyTrufty, every thing contributed 
to keep up the fpirit and good- humour of 
the newly rc^united pair. 



CH4? 
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CHAP. XI. 

Contains fome few particulars which followed iht 
reconciliation* 

THOUGH this rfconciliation was 
not altogether fiticere on the fide of 
'Mr. Mufidcn, yet being inade in tliC pre- 
-fence rf Sir Ralph ^rikJ 4ady Trulty, it 
«ke}Khim from giving aiiy-lflaigrantdcmon- 
ftpations at prdent,' tbatf it- was not ib, and 
^he conriiKied to live ^idi hrs ^tniaWe wife 
in i>be «)oA feeB»i9g<f^ood harmony far 
fon«e thnc. 

She, on her pott, pel4iMtmed with the 
43tnioft cxaditude aRl (he 4md pvottiifed to 
4iirn, anfd though- ^ftie Go^ld not'befaid to 
/eel for himail that warm^-liof ^iffie^ioa, 
-which renders fhe difcharge ©fourdtity 
fo great a^pkafure to owridvcs, yet ;hcr 
good nature and good fenfe well fupplied 
-dsat deficiency, lard /left Iijiu; no room to 
•occUfe her of the Jeaft failure in what 
HOiighc be «xpcded froiri the bcft Qt wives. 

During this interval of tranquillity, fte 
•left ihefociety qf two pcrfons, the tender- 
ers Jot wliofe fricndihip f(ir.hcr^ihe ha^ 
F 6 tx- 
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experienced in a tboufand inftances ; — > 
Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, who had ftayed 
So long in town, merely through the 
indulgence of his commanding officer, was 
now obliged to repair to his regiment then 

Suartered at Leeds in Yorkfhire, and Sir 
Lalph Trudy having Bnifhed his affairs in 
town, his lady returned with him to their 
country (cat. 

Thus was fhe almoft at once dq>rived 
of the only two perfons^ to whom (he 
could impart her mind without reierve» 
or on wbofe adyice (he could depend in 
any exigence whatever ; for as to her elder 
brother, Ke was too eager in the purfuit of 
his pleafures, and too much abiorbed in 
them, to be truly follicitdus for any thing 
that did not immediately relate to them i 
*— (he faw him but (eldom, and when (he 
did foy there was a ceruin diftance in bis 
behaviour towards her, which would not 
permit her to talk to him with that free* 
^om -flie could have wi(hed to do. 

She had not, however, any fre(h mo- 
tive to r^ret their departure on this ac- 
count ; — Mr. Munden continued to be- 
have to her in much the fame manner as 
he had done fince the breach had been 
made up between them ; — he was, in- 
deed, very much abroad^ but as (he was 

far 
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far .from being paffionately fond of hioif 
and only delired he would treat her civillv 
when with her^ the little (he enjoyed of hift 
company was no manner of afflidion t9 
her. 

She ftill retained fome part of that 
gaiety and love of a rariecy of converfa- 
tion, which had always been a predomi* 
nant propenfity in her nature, and though 
in all her excurfionst and the liberties £e 
took, ihe carefully avoided every thing 
that might taint her virtue; or even caft a 
blemilh on her reputation, yet were they 
fuch, as a hufband, who had loved with 
more ardency, would not, perhaps have 
been very eafy under : «^ on his part alfa, 
the late hours he came home at, — the 
meflages and letters, which were daily 
brought to him by porters, might have 
given much difquiet to a wife, not de- 
fended from jealoufy by fo great a (hare 
of indifference ; — but in this they 
perfectly agreed, neither offered to in- 
terfere with Che amufements of the other, 
nor even pretended to enquire into the 
nature of them. 

Though this was a mode of living to- 
gether, which was far from being capable 
of producing that happinefs, for which the 
ftate of marriage was ordained *, yet was 
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it perfcftly calv to perfoiis who bad To 
little real afieaion for each other, 4ind 
however bkmeablc in the eyes of the tr^ly 
difcreet, efcaptd the cenfure of the gene*- 
f ality of mankind, by its being fb frequently 
pradifcd. 

But I ihall not expatiate on their pvc^^m. 
manner of behaviour to each other,, fince it 
was not of any long. continuance, but pro« 
ceed to the recital gf a little adveniunv 
which, tkough it may feem trifling to ^At 
reader m the repititifon» will hcrcaftt): i)^ 
iound of (bme confequence. 

It wasa mighty cuftom with iLody fittlu 
kfm and Mifs Flora, When they hid no^ 
thing of move con&qaence to enteru'ti 
them, to go am^ng the (hops, and amufe 
themfclres with enquiring after flew 
faihions, and looking over that variety ef 
merchandize, which is daily brought t» 
this great mart of vanity and luxury* 

Mrs. Munden,^ while ir> a virgin ftate^ 
and a boarder .at Mr. Goodman's, uied 
frequently to accompany thofe ladies, whetft 
bent on fuch fort of rambles, and (he ftill 
was fond enough of fatisfying her curiofity 
this way, at fuch times as (he found nq^ 
thing elfe to do, or was jiot in a iiumour to 
give, or receive vifits^ 

Happen* 
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Happening one d^y to pafs by the well^ 
furniihed iSiop of an eminent mefeer, itid 
feeing feveral filks Me fpread upon the^ 
counter, i(be was tempted to ftep in, and 
examine them more nearly. A great 
number of others were alfo laken from, 
the (helves, and laid before her v but (he 
not feeming to approve any of them, the 
mercer told her be had fome curious pieces* 
\>uc 9f the loom rhat mornine elf a quite 
new pattern, which he had fent his mani 
with to a lady of quality, and expeAed he 
'would be back in a few minutes^ fo in- 
treated flie would be pleafed either to ft ay 
a little, or give him diredtions where Ihc 
might be waited trpon. 

Mrs, Mundcft compfied with the former 
of thefe requefts, and the rather becaufe,. 
while they were talking^ fhe heard from^ 
a parlour behind the fliop a harpfichoni 
very finely touched, accompanied with 3 
female voice, which fung in the mod: 
harmonious accents, part of this air, com- 
pofed by the celebrated fignior Bonondni : 

• " M^infegna Pamor Tinganno,, 
" Mi togl'al cor, ra:ffknno, 

« Mi da Tardir amor, 

*« Mi da rardir amor"! 
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The attention Mrs. Mundcn gave to the 
mufick, jpreventing her from fpcaking, the 
mercer feid he was forry (he was obliged 
to wait fo long •, — " I rather ought to 
" thank you, fir, for detaining me, fincc 
^* I have an entertainment more elegant 
•* than I could have expedled clfc- 
•* where.'' 

«* The Jady fings and plays well in- 
«* deed, madam,** faid he ; •* (he is k 
•* cuftomer of mine, and fometimes does 
** my wife the favour of pafling an hour 
*• with her.** 

The lady ftill continued playing, and 
Mrs. Munden exprefllng a more than or- 
dinary plcafure in hearing her, the com- 
plaifant mercer asked her to walk into the 
pjrlour ', to which Ihe replied, ftie would 
gladly accept his offer, provided it would 
be no intrufion •, he aflured her it would 
rot be accounted fo in the lead, and with 
thefe words conduced her into the room. 

A few words ferved to introduce her to 
bis wife, who being a very genteel, pretty 
fort of woman, received her with grpal ci- 
vility •, but the fair mufician was no 
fooner told the eflFedts her accents had pro- 
duced on Mrs. Munden, than, tho' (he was 

i fo- 
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a foreigner, and fpoke very broken Eng- 
liih, (he returned the compliment made 
her by that lady on the occafion^ in a 
manner fo perfcdUy free, and withal fo 
noble, as dilcovered her to have been bred 
among, and accuftomed to converfc with 
perlbns in the higheft ftations in life« 

Vain as Mrs. Munden was of her per- 
fcftjons, file was always ready to acknow- 
ledge and admire thofe (he found in others 
•of her fex. There was fonjething in this 
-lady that attracted her in a peculiar man- 
ntf; (he took as much delight in hearing 
her talk, as (he had done in hearing her 
fing ; (he longed to be of the number of 
her acquaintance, and made her feveral 
overtures that way, which the other 
either did not, or would not feem to un« 
der(tand. 

The mercer's rnan returning with the 
filks his matter had mentioned, Mrs. 
' Munden thought, after the obliging enters- 
tainment (he had received, (he could do 
no lefs than become a purchafer of fome- 
thing i accordingly (he bought a piece of 
filk for a night-gown, though at that time 
(he had not the leaft occafion for it, nor on 
her coming into the (hop had any inten- 
tion to increafe her wardrobe. 

r 



Having now no longer a .oretmce ;tO 
ilay^ (he gave the mercer direaions whtfcr 
to fend hoioe the filk, dnd then took her 
leave } but cookl not cio it wichaut telling 
the lady, that (he Ihould think hcrieif 
extremely happy in having the o|>por4i^ 
nity of a much longer Converfation with 

On her fpeaking in this manner, ifajjB 
ocher appeared in very great coniuficqi^ 
but havlngt after a pretty long .ipaufey ti 
little recovered herielf, ^' It4a»an honouvt 
*^ madam/' faid he, <* 4 would be ^e» 
^* tremely ambitious of, anil -had certainty 
^' taken the liberty to requeft it of you, (f 
^^ there were not a cruel peculiarity in my 
*^ fate, which deprives me of alji liopes v 
*' that, and many other blefling^s I 00ttld 
•* wifli to enjoy.** 

^Mrs« &^4indeA was lb much furprizcd at 
4hefe words, thac (he could only r^ply^.fhe 
'Was forry a lady^ who appeared fo (ktkty^ 
ing, fiiould hie denied any thing (he 
thought worthy of defiring. 

Ic might well indeed feem a Htck 
flrange that a lady ibyoungvbeautiful^and 
accomplifhed, (hould have any motive to 
induce her to fpeak in the terms fhe had 

done* 
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done. Mrs. Munden had a good deal of 
tmoCiVf in her coinpofilion, fee thought 
there was fometbing* tfjc.raordinarHy myf- 
terious in the circumftances of this ftrahger, 
And was rery defirous of penetrating into 
tbcfccrct; 

About ati hour afcer (be came home, 
the mercer's man brought home the filk^ 
(file enquired of him the name, conditiotip 
and place of abode cf the young lady 
Mbctvtdifetfnathis^'imfter'ss but rcceired 
not the leaft information^frotnhim to^r^ 
of the queftions fhe had put to him. H^ 
•oold 1ier,'rih«t ihecigh 'mb dftto bo^gtu: 
things iat dikdr' ih0{>, yet hts fnafter atWa)^ 
fcittkd them 4iome hhDfelf, and he m4& 
^entirely ignorant ^ every mhiiig i^latidg 
to her* ' — 

This a little Vttced titfr, becaufe fhe 
'doubled n^ but thsStif (he otice found oue 
beriiame^ qufiliey, d»d' Where (he lived; 
her inventioh WWld fllj$i)ly her with the 
meahs of making a tnbtc particular difco- 
^ery. She «^^ved, therefore, on going 
again to the :(Hop» 4ind^r the'|>f«ence of 
buying fomething, and asking the mercer 
himfelf,^ho ihe could not imagine would 
'hi^^e any intertft yt concealing what (he 
dtfired to know« 

Sotxie. 
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Some company coming in, prevented 
her from going that afternoon i but (he 
went the next morning after breakfafl:. 
The mercer not happening to be at home, 
ihe was more than once tempted by her 
impatience to ask for his wife, and as 
often retrained by the reflexion, that 
fuch a thing might be looked upon as t 
piece of impertinence in a perfon fo much 
a ftranger: ftie left the houfe without 
fpeaking to any body but the man fiie hid 
leen the day before. 

Her curiofity, however, woirid Dot par* 
haps have fuofered her to ftop here, if 
fomething of more monient had not fallen 
out to engage her attention^ and put the 
other out of her head for the prefent. 

The nobleman on whom Mr. Muodea 
depended for the gift fo often mentioned 
in this hiftory, had been a long time out 6[ 
town, and was bat lately returned.^ He 
had heard in the country that Mr. Mun- 
den was married, and that his wife was 
very beautiful and accompli(hed^ 

On Mr. Munden's going to pay his 
compliments to him on his arrival,-—'* I 
'* congratulate you,*^ faid he;— -*^ Itm 
** told you are married, and have got one 

« of 
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^^ of the pretticft and moft amiable wo-^- 
^ men in London for a wife/' 

" As to beauty^ mjl-ord/' replied he, 
<* there is no certain ftandard for it» and 
^J I am entirely of the poet^s mind, that 



«^ *Tis tn 00 face, hot in the lover's 
♦• eye/* 



«< But whatever (he is,** continued he, 
^< I am afr^d Ihe would be too vsin if 
«^ fhe knew the honour your Lordfliip 
<^ does her, in making tjiis favourable 
<♦ mention of her." 

•* Not at all,'* rejoined the Peer, but 
<^ I (hall not take her charafter from com* 
♦* mon fame % — — ■ you muft give me 
« leave to be a judge of the perfcaions I 
*« have heard fo much talk of j belides,** 
purfued he, ** I have a mind to fee what 
•• fort of a houfe you keep j — I think I 
*^ will come fome day, and take a dinner 
•* with you/' 

^ 

It is not to be doubted but that Mr. 
Munden omitted nothing that might af- 
fure his Lordfhip, that it was an honour 
which he was extremely ambitious of, and 
(hould be equally proud of receiving, 

though 
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alked it. ' . ' . 

The v€f y next 6vyrhfinf^ appoiated* for 
t^i% g^and vifi^ be wenfi hraie ta ius.wifey 
trai)i^rti^4i with tba gmoi^iis hebffiriou&oT 
his patron towards him. He threw a 
Ij^rg^ P4riyi(0f giiiiwiiit«o kr Jap, and 
charged her to fpare nothing A^ might 
entertain their noble gueft in a manner be- 
fUtin^l^. b«gh rank; ae4 the famurs he 
cffpjs^dc o^Q dajr, t<i> teoeivo Icom bioi. 

Mf« MMndm could not h^ve^ gj^ireo «f 
commands that would be nsore pleftfing 
to his fair wife. — Feafting ancf grand 
compstRy w^^re l^r delight. She fetabeut 
Q?aA^g thf oece^ary pr^aFation& wth 
^. gce^eft a^cnsy imagipable ; and iff 
fiuft 1^ apko0!9viedg<d» that cmfidering 
the Ihor^efff of die time^ ihe had fiifiicient 
to h^ve efriployed the moft: at>Ie and ox-^ 
yerimped iu>yic!wife. 



CHAP. 
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^^^ "~" """^^II^BH-' I "I 111! I I.I •* J 1 1 f i^I'l^'l . 

Jb imptfiwffice: 4x^ tufce^ up: dhe r^g^rr'a 
ivmivicb ai cefutition of i;)ie:JbillQ£ (dr^-QC 

Qfifk»i ifi: will, bee fufllcknt. t:»i ^^ that 
every thing was extremely c)1^bW(. I 
that it was compoled of the bed chofen 
difhes, wbidi wr» aH ^rvM up 19 the 
grcatcft. order ; ^. tbsj; ibeup: wa9 a« 
great a varied of thej» a^.conSft^d wifk. 
the table ^f a. priva^e^ mmJeoiafi, wittout 
IncuoriBg tbc^centoe: qC pfof^fon^ 

Such aa it was^howe^w, !b«j(¥>ble 'Lond 
feetned highly delightfid with iti bo 
prarfod tvcry thing thaf. (^m& before hii» 
^moft to a degnee of flattet }[» and took all 
opportunities of heiog yQt:J6norfs J»iib. ift 
his enconiiums on the beauty, wit, and 
cslegance.'Of^ the fiur. prorider. 

Mr. Mufiden was: trani^^arted, witbitt 
himCelf at the &ti?&6tioitiua pajtron e^ 
prefled, and his wife alfo felt a fccret joy on 
.1 Ktwiccv^ 
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hearing the fine things faid of her» whtch 
fparkled in her eyes, and gave an addi* 
tional luftre to all her charms. 

This Nobleman* though paft. what is 
called the prime of life» was far from bar- 
ing arrived at thofe years which bcicig on 
decay;— he was befides of a fanguin, vi- 
gorous comple^Uon — had a very gratiefiC 
perfon— a fine addrefs— a great affluence 
of wit, and fomething fo foft ilnd engaging 
in his manner of behaviour to the ladies, as 
rendered him ftill a prodigious favourite 
with them. 

f 

He was too good a judge of what is* 
amiable in womankind, not to difcover 
immediately the many perfections Mrs. 
Munden was miftrefs of ; — - he felt the 
whole force of her charms, and as he loved 
beauty more for his own fake than for that 
of the poflefibr, and never liked without 
deliring to enjoy, his eves told her at every 
glance, that he languiuied for an opportu** 
nity of declaring in a diflferent manner the 
fentiments he had for her: 

Mrs. Munden perfe&ly underftood the- 
language in which (he found herfelf ad- 
drtcfled ; but had fhe been left learned in 
it, an explanation fooa prefentcd itfeif. 

Her 
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Her husband ftepping to the head of the 
ftair-cafe to give feme orders to a fervant, 
the peer took hold of one of her hands, 
and kiffing it with the utmoft raptures, 
« Divine creature,' cried he, * how unjuft 

* is fortune; that a face and perfon fo 
^ fornied for univerfal adoration, is not 
^ placed in a higher and more confpicuous 

* iphere of life? 

She had not time to make any reply,-— 
Mr. Munden returned that moment , — 
nor had the noble I-ord the Icaft oppor- 
tunity while he ftaycd of fpeaking one 
word to her that was improper for a. huf« 
band to be witnefs of. 

He prolonged the time of his departure 
to a greater length than could have been 
expefted from a perfon, whofe high office 
in the ftate permitted him much fewer 
hours of leifure, than thofe in middling 
ftations of life are happy enough to enjoy : 
— when he went away he aflured both s 
the husband and the wife, that he quitted 
them with the utmoft reluftance, and that 
he had never paft a day more agrebably in J 
his whole life, 

Mr. Munden was now in fuch high 
good humour, that he no fooner found 
himfclf alone with his fair wife, than he 

Vol. IV- G tooV. 
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took her in his arms, and kiffed her very 
heartily : — a favour not common with 
him fince tfee firft week of their marriage, 
— He told her moreover (he had behaved 
that day like an angel, — that nothing, 
could be more elegant than the dinner (he 
had prepared, and that he could not have 
cxpedled fuch a variety of covers ; and fo 
fine a defer t for the money he gave her 
for that purpofe. 

« I think myfelf very happy,' anfwered 
ihe, * that you approve fo well of my 

* management -, but I fancy,* continued 

* fhe, with a fmile, * you will have fome 

* better opinion of my ceconomy, when 

* I fhall tell you, that it coft lefs than you 
' imagine.* 

* Is it poflibleT cried he, in a plealing 
furprize : • 1 rather thought you had 

* been kind enough to have added feme* 

* what out of your own pocket, to rcn- 

* der the entertainment fo perfedlly com- 
" plcte.* 

* No, I affure you/ refumed flic, there 
remains no lefs than thefe three gui- 
neas of the fum you allowed me for this 
day's expence.*— With thefe words, fhe 
laid the pieces Ihe had mentioned on the 
table ; which he was fo ungenerous as to 

take 



( 
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take immediately up, and put into his own 
pocket. 

« Nay, Mn MundeAj'faid fhe, while 
he was putting up the money — * this is 

* not deaHng altogether fo fairly by me, as 

* I have done by you : — I expefted, that 
« the trouble I have been at, deferved at 
« lead to be rewarded with what I have 

* faved by my frugality.' 

• Take care, my dear,* replied he, 
laughing, • how you Icffen the merit of 

* what you have done,,--— I am willing to 
^ take it as an obligation to me ; and fure 
< you value an obhgation to me at a much 

* higher rate than three pieces/ 

Though all this pafled on both fides in 
a jocofe way, yet as it ferved to (hew the 
niggardnefs of Mr. Mundcn's temper, can- 
not be foppofed to have increafcd either 
the. love or refpedl his wife had for him. 

She made, however, no other anfwer to 
what he had laft faid, than to tell him, 
that (he found he was fafhionable enough 
to fufFer virtue to be its own reward » and 
then turned the converfation ; and con- 
tinued in the fame chearful humour as be- 
fore any mention had been made of the 
three guineas : — Mr, Mundeoi did not 
go abroad the whole evening, but whc- 
iKer he chofe to fup at home, for the 
G 2 ^k^Cvytt. 
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pleafure of enjoying his wife's company, 
or for the fake of re-partaking the re- 
mainder of thofe dainties which had been 
fo highly praifed at dinner, is a point, 
which perhaps might admit of fome dif* 
pute. 

It is certain, indeed, the yet unfubdued 
vanity of this young lady, made her fieel 
fo much innate fatisfaftion in the admira* 
tion their noble vifiter had exprefled of 
her perfon and accomplilhments, as gave 
a double fprightlinefs to her converfation 
that whole evening, and might perhaps 
render her more than ordinarily lovely in 
the eyes of her husband. 

It was very far from being an improbabi- 
lity, that fome people may be apt to ima- 
gine (he built a little too much on the ve- 
racity of the praifes bellowed upon her by 
that nobleman ^ but thofe who think this 
way, will be convinced of their error, 
when they fhall prefently find how far 
her conjectures were juftified in this point. 

She was fitting the next morning .iii a 
carelefs pofture at one of the windows 
that looked into the ftreet, ruminating 
fometimes on one thing, and fometimes 
on another ; when flie could not help ob- 
fcrving a fellow on the other fide of the 

way. 
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way, who kept walking backwards and 
forwards before the houfe, which, though 
he frequently paffed thirty or forty paces, 
yet he took care never to lofe fight of. 

This feemed a little odd to her, as (he 
fat there a ccnfiderable time, and the , 
man ftill continued on his poft : — (he 
doubted not but that he wanted to J peak 
with iome one or other of her family, 
but had not the Icaft notion his bufinoTs 
was with herfelf. 

Being told breakfaft wail!fd for her, (he 
went into her drelfing-joom, whexe (he 
ufually took it, and thought no further of 
the man, 'till Mr. Munden was dreiled and 

tone out ; but in lefs than a minute after 
e was fo, (he received intcUigence from 
her footman, that th^re was a perfon had 
a letter for her, and faid ixc would deliver 
it into no hands but her own. 

On this (he ran immediately down 
ftairs, and foiiind, to her great furprize, 
that he was no ocher than the fellow that 
ihe had feen loitering fo long about the 
houfe. — * I am ordered, madam,* faid 
he, * to give you this,* and at the fame 
time prefented her with a letter : — * From 
* whom does it come ?Vdemanded (he : * I 
I am ignorant,* anfwered he, * both of the. 
G 3 " \^^\Ssycv 
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* perfon who fent it, and the bufinefs it 

* contains : — my orders were only to dc- 

* liver it into your own hands j* and with 
thefe words went away with all the fpeed 
he could^ 

It muft be confefled a married woman 
ought not to have received a letter brought 
her in this manner, and' without knowing 
whence it came, but curiofity prevailed 
above difcretion, and (he haftily opening 
it^ found it contained thefe lines : 

To Mrs. MuNDity. 

** Loveliest of your Sex. 

«« AS not to adore you would be 
•« the greateft proof of infenfibility, fo 
" not to wifli, and even attempt every 
" thing confident with the charafter of a 
** man of honour, for the obtaining fome 
« reward for that adoration, would be the 
*« moft flupid piece of fclf- denial, becom- 
** ing only of a ftoick, or one lefs dead to 
•* all the joys of life. •— The force of your 
••charms has made the conqueft of a 
** heart, which only waits a favourable 
** opportunity of throwing itfelf at your 
** feet, not altogether without hope, 
** fpite of the circumflances you arc in, 
*• of being in fome meafure acceptable 

*^ to 
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'' to you, — at leaft it fhall be fo, if 
** the moil ardent and perfed paflion that 
"ever was, joined with. the power and 
** will of rendering you all manner of 
" fervices, can give it merit in your 
" eyes. 

" A very Ihort time, I flatter myfelf, 
«* will explain to you what at prefent 
•* may feem a myftery : — benignant love 
<« will furnifh the moft faithful of his vo- 
«* taries with the. means of declaring him- 
•* felf at full J and the flame with which 
•^ he IS infpired, infl:ru6l him alfo to give 
«« you fuch teftimonies of his everlafting 
«* attachment, as the good under ftand- 
.** ing you are miftrefs of, will not per- 
y mit you to rejeft : 'Till when, I only 
*« befeech you to think with fome fliarc 
^** of tendernefs on 

'* Your concealed adorer.'* 

Utterly impoflible is it to defcribc the 
fituation of Mrs. Munden's mind, after 
having feveral times read over this epiftle, 
and well examined the purport of it : — ^ 
(he doubted not one moment, but that it 
was diftated by the noble Lord flie had 
feen the day before, and whofe behaviour 
to her had in fome degree correfponded 
with the fcntiments contained in it;— If 
her vanity was delighted with the conqueft 
, G 4 ^^ 
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Ihe had made ; her pride was ifhocked at 
that affurance, which the daring lover 
feemcd to flatter himfelf with of gaining 
her; and her virtue much more alarmed 
at the attempts which his rank and for- 
tune might embolden him to make for 
that end. 

At fii ft ihe was refolved to (hew the 
letter to her husband the moment he came 
home, and acquaint him with her fentir 
ments on the matter, that he might takp 
proper [precautions to prevent her froa(i 
being expofed to any future attacks from 
this dangerous nobleman. 

But on more mature deliberation, her 
mind changed : — Mr, Munden was at 
prefcnt in tolerable good humour with 
her 5 — ihe was willing, if poffible, to pre- 
ferve it in him ; and as Ihe could not but 
think an information of this kind would 
give him a great deal of uneafmefs, fo 
(he had alfo reafon to apprehend the ef- 
fedls of it might, in fome meafure, inno- 
cent as fhe was, fall upon herfelf. 

He had never yet difcovered the Icaft 
emotions of jealoufy, and Ihe knew not 
what fufpicions her having received fuch 
a letter from one pcrfon might raife in 

him 
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him, in relation to others. *He may, 

* poffibly* — faid (he to herftif, « Io6k 

* upon every man that vifits me, as an in- 

* vader of his right, and confequently J 
« (hall be debarred from all converfation 
^ with the fex. 

« Befidcs,' continued fhe, * I am not 
« certain, that this letter was fcnt me by 
« the noble Lord, or that he has in re- 

* ality entertained any defigns to the pre- 

* judice of my virtue ; — there Js, indeed, 

* a ftrong probability of it; even by his 
« behaviour towards me yefterday ; yet 

* it may not be fo, -— appearances often 

* deceive us ; and I might take that for 
« the efFefts of love, which proceeded 
« only from complaifance •, but whatever 

* his intentions are, it would certainly be 

* the extremeft folly and madnefs in me 

< to enflam« Mr, Munden againft a 

* perfon on whom his intereft fo much 

* depends.* 

* It is no matter, therefore,' went fhe 
ftill on, * whether it be the noble Lord in 
« queftton, or any other perfoti, who pre- 

* fumes to think fo meanly of me, as to 

* addrcfs me in this audacious manner ;. 

* it is doubtlefs in my power to keep out 

< of the way of receiving any farther in- 

* iiiits from him j and I am fufiicieivtl^ 

G 5 ^ c^^^ic^fc 
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«• capable myfelf of being guardian of 
'* my own honour, without difturbing 4 
•• hufband's peace about it.*' 

Thus ended the debate Ihe had within 
herfelf on this occafion : — Ihe committed 
her letter to the flames 5 and refolved, 
that if ever the author was hardy enough 
to difcover himfelf, to treat him with all 
the contempt due to him from afironted 
viitue. 



CHAP. XIII. 

CtWietns what ivtry read$r of an oritnary capa* 
dt)y may 9 by this time} iaJUj gutfi au 

SOME of my readers will, doubtleff, 
think Mrs. Munden entirely juftified 
in making a fecret of the above-mentionM 
letter to her hufband, as (he did fo in re- 
gard to his peace ; but others again who 
maintain that there ought to be no re- 
ferve between perfons fo clofely united, 
will condemn her for it ; — for my part, 
I (hall forbear to give my vote upon the 
matter : and only fay, that if (he had not 
afted with lefs prudence foon after, (he 
might have faved herfelf a very great 
(hock, and her husband much vexation. 

It 
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It was no more than three days after 
the great man had dined there, that Mr. 
Munden received a billet from him, which 
contained as follows : 

To George Munden, Esqj 

«' Dear Munden, 

" I Have fo few days that I can call 
«* my own, that I am willing to make 
*' thofc few as happy as I can ; and on 
«' that motive, defire your's, and your 
** amiable wife's company to dinner with 
** me to-morrow ; — I leave you to make 
** both my rcqueft and compliments ac- 
«* ceptable to her, and am, 

«/ With all fmcerity, 

" Dear Munden, 

** Yours, &CC. &c; 

^ * m % 

P.S. " I (hall have a female relation with 
** me, who will rejoice in an opportu- 
•* nity of becoming acquainted with 
«* Mrs Munden." 

Mn Munden defired the fervant, who 
brought this, to give his own and wife's 
G 6 \xsKRt. 
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moft humble duty to his Lord, and affure 
his Lordfhip the/ would not fail to attend 
his commands. 

Some friends being with him, when 
this invitation was brought, hindered him 
from faying any thing of it at that time 
to his wife-, but they were no fooner gone, 
than with an air and voice elated even to 
an excefs, he told her of the high favour 
conferred upon them by his Right Ho- 
nourable Patron. 

Mrs. Munden was now more than ever 
convinced of the bafe defigns Lord **** 
had upon her, and that the letter (he had 
received was fent by him : (he there- 
fore immediately determined withitx her- 
felf, to let him fee, by her not cpmplying 
with this invitation, that (he was neither 
ignorant what his intentions were, nor 
would do any thing that might give him 
the kaft encouragement to profecutc 
them* 

But as (he ftill judged it was whoUjr 
iniprdper to acquaint Mr. Munden wicti 
any thing of the affair, (he could form 
no other contrivance to avoid accompany- 
ing him in this vifit, than by pretending 
herklf feized with a fudden indifpoGtion, 
which (he refolved to do fome few hourf 

before 
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before the arrival of that wherein thejf 
fliould fet out. 

If flie had perfifted in this mind, ier 
would have been highly laudable indeed 1 
•^ bur, alas! the next morning infpired 
her with very diflFerent fentiments ; — va-' 
nity, that fly fubverter of our bcft refolu- 
tions, fuggefted to her, that there was na 
neceility for her behaving in the manner 
Jhe had defigned. 

* What fliould I fear ?* faid flie to heN 
felf, * what danger threatens cither my 
« virtue, or my reputation ? — - A witc 
« may certainly go any where with her 

• hulband, — befides a lady will be there, 
« —a relation of his Lordfliip's, -— he 
^ can communicate nothing to me in 
« their prefence, that I fliould blufli to 

* hear, and it would be rather ridiculous 

* prudery than difcretion in me, to deny 

♦ myfelf the fatisfaftion of fuch good 

• company.* 

It muft be acknowledged, for it but 
too plainly appears from every circum^ 
fliance of this lady's condiift, both before 
and after marriage, that the unhappy 
propenfity in her nature, for attrafting 
univerfal admiration, rendered her little 
ifcgardful cither of the guilt, or the dif- 
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quiets to which her beauty was acceflarjr t 
. — if fhe was admired and loved, fhe 
cared not to what end -, — ^in fliort, it made 
her, pcrfeftly uncorrupt and pure as her 
own inclinations were, rather triumph iit, 
than regret the power (he had of infpiring 
the moft inordinate and vicious ones in 
others. 

Thus, more delighted than alarmed, 
Ihe equipped herfelf with all the arts and 
laboured induftry of female pride, for fe- 
curing the conqueft (he had gained , -~» 
fafe as flie imagined herfelf from all the 
encroachments of prefumptuous love, (he 
pleafed herfelf with the thoughts of being 
looked upon by the adoring Peef, as 
Adam did upon the forbidden fruit-,— 
longing, wiibing, but not daring to ap- 
proach. 

She had but juft fini(hed her embeHi(h- 
mencs, and was looking in the great gla(s 
to fee if all was right, when Mr, Mundcn 
fent up ftairs to know if (he was ready, 
and to tell her his noble patron had fent 
his own chariot to fetch them : — on hear- 
ing this, (he immediately tript down ftairSt 
finging as (he went, this part of an old 
fong. 

With 
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With an air and a facCj 
And a fhape and a grace, 
Let me charm like Beauty's goddefs. 

Oh, how will the prudent, referved part 
of the fcx lament, that a young lady^^ 
endued with fo many perfections, fo 
many amiable qualities, mould thus per-* 
fevcre in a vanity of which (he had at- 
ready experienced fuch vexatious confe- 
quences. 

Lord **** received them in a fafhiorft 
which' fully gratified the ambition of Mr. 
Munden, and the yet lefs warrantable ex- 
pedaiions of his wife : — the lady men- 
tioned in the letter, was already with 
him, who, on his Lordfhip's prefenting 
Mrs. Munden to her, faluted her with 
abundance of fweetnefs and good breed- 
ing : — fhe was a perfon of about thirty 
years of age, had been extremely hand- 
fome, and flill retained the remains of 
charms, which muft have been very 
powerful in their bloom, — nor was 
her converfation lefs agreeable than hei: 
perfon; — (he faid little indeed, but what 
/lie faid was extremely to the purpofe, 
and very entertaining: — there was not- 
withftanding a certain air of melancholy 
about her, which (he in vain attempted 
to conceal, tho* it was cafy to perceive 
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fhe made ufe of her utmoft efforts for 
that purpofe. 

His Lordfhip was extremely gay and 
fpirituous, as indeed were all the com- 
pany, during the whole time at dinner ; 
but it was no fooner over, than he faid to 
Mr. Munden, — * Dear Munden, I hare a 

* bufinefs to communicate to you, which 
« thefe ladies muft forgive me if I make 
« a fccrct of to them -,* — with thefe words 
he took Mr. Munden into another room, 
and fpoke to him in t^e following man* 
ner: 

• A perfon/ faid he, ^ has been guilty 

* of an aftion in regard to me, which it 

* is neither confiftent with my honour, 
« or my humour to put up with j — I 
« will (hew youi* continued he, gii^g 
him an unfealed letter, ^ what I have 

* wrote to him upon the occafion, and 
« that will inftru6t you how I intend to 
« proceed, and at the fame time convince 
5 you of the confidence I repofe in your 

^ Vfriendfhip.' 

Mr, Munden took the letter out of his 
Lordlhip's hands, and found the contents 
«s follows: 

To 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 137 
To William W , Efq; 

« S I R, 

« THOUGH the affront you have 
" offered me deferves the feverett treat- 
** ment, yet In confideration of our former 
** intimacy, I (hall wave my Peerage, and 
*^ require no other fatisfaftion from you 
•* than what any private gentleman has a 
<^ right to demand of another^ in a cafe 
«* of the like nature. 

•' I fhall be in the Green Park to-m#r- 
•* row about eight in the morning, where 
«* I believe you have honour enough to 
" meet me : — bring with you any one 
•* perfon you think fit : — the gentleman, 
i^ who puts this into your hands, will ac- 
** company me. 

** Not that I mean our friends (hould 
<* be engaged in the quarrel, but think it 
•• proper, that there mould be fome wit- 
«« nefles, that no foul play is attempted 
«• on either fide.— I am, 

** Expelling your ready compliance, 

"Sir, 

^« Yours, &c. 

' « • • « 

iYou 
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* You fee, Munden/ feid he, per- 
ceiving he had done reading, • the af* 
' furance I build on the fi.icerity of your 

* attachment to me.* * Your Lord(hi.p 

* does me an infinity of honour/ replied 
the other with a low bow, * and I have 
^ nothing to regret, but that my fword 

* muft lie idle while your Lordfhip is em- 

• ployed/ 

« As for that/ — refumed the Peer, 
^ I always thought it the utmoft folly 
! and injyftice to fet two people on cut- 

* ting one another's throats, merely ia 

• compliment to their friends t- — : — but^ 

• my dear Munden,' — purfued he, look- 
ing on his watch j • I would have you 

♦ go immediately; —I believe you wilt 

• find him at the Cocoa-Tree ; he is ge- 

* nerally there about this hour, — but if 

♦ not, they will direft you where to find 
f him/ 

He fealed the letter while he was fpeak- 
ing, which being again delivered to Mr, 
Munden, they both returned into the 
room where the ladies were.* Mr. 

Munden ftayed no longer than while his 
footman called a hackney coach to the 
door : as he was going out, the Nobleman 
faid to him, * I doubt not but you will be 
^ back as foon as poflible, in the mean 

« time 
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« time we three will amufc ourfclves with 
« a game at ombre.' 

Mrs. Munden was a good deal furprifed 
at her hufband's departure; but had much 
more reafon to be fo, as well as alarmed^ 
in a moment or two after. 

Cards were but juft laid upon the table, 
when a fervant came haftily, and told the 

.lady a mefienger had brought word that 
her mother was fuddenly feized with an 
apopledic fit; that it was not yet 

. known whether the old lady would re- 
cover, and that flie muft come home that 
instant. 

On this (he ftarted up, feemed in a moft 
. terrible fright, and took her leave with a s 
precipitation natural enough to the occa- 
fion, in a daughter poffefled of any (hare 
■ of duty or afFcdion. 

This part of the hiftory muft be very 
unintelligible indeed, if the reader has not 
by this time feen, that all this was but a 
feint contrivance by the amorous Noble- 
man, in order to get an opportunity of 
employing the whole battery of his rheto- 
• rick againft the virtue he was impatient to 
triumph over. 

TKvi 
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This pretended kinfwoman was in faft, 
no more than a cait-ofF miftrels of his 
Lord(hip*s, but having her dependance 
entirely upon him, was obliged to fubmit 
in every thing to his will, and become an 
affiftant to thofe. pleafures with others, 
which fhe no longer could aflford him in 
her own perfon. 

She was brought to his houfc thrt day 
for tWQ reafons , — firft,— as he knew not 
what fears, and what apprehenfions the 
beauty of Mrs. Mundcn m'^ht raifc in 
her hufband, and render him fufpiqious of 
the true motive of his being fent away, 
had no other company been there.; -—and 
fecondly to prevent that fair intended vic- 
tim of bis unwarrantable flame, from being 
too fuddenly alarmed at finding herfdf 
alone with him* 

Mrs. Munden, however, had no time 
to examine into the meaning of what fhe 
faw, and all fhe could recolledl in that 
inflknt was, th^t fhe was in the houfc, 
and wholly in the power of a perfbn, 
who had defigns upon her, to which nei- 
ther her honour, nor her ioclinatioos, 
would permit her to acquiefce, and trem* 
bled for the event, but concealing the 
diforders of her mind as much as poT- 
fible, — t W?ll, my Lord/— faid fhe, 

taking 
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taking up tht cards, and beginning to 
fliufflc them, • fince we arc deprived of a 

* third perfon by this melancholy acci- 

* dent, what think your Lordfhip of a 
f game at picquet ?* 

^ I think,' anfwered he, looking upon 
her with eyes, which redoubled all her ter- 
rors ;— « that to waftc the precious time 
^ in cards, and throw away the golden op- 

* portunity of telling you how much my 

* foul adores^ you, would be a ftupidity, 

* which neither love^ nor fortune could 

* forgive me for/ 

In (peaking thefe words he fnatched one 
of her bands, and in fpite of her endea- 
vours to withdraw it, prefled it to his 
mouth with an eagernefs, which would 
have convinced her, if (he had not been 
(0 before, of the vehemence of thofe dc- 
ik^s with which he was enflamed. 

• Fie, my Lord,* cried (he, with an air 
as haughty and referved as it was in the 
power of any woman to alTume, « this is 

* not language with which the wife of 

* him you are pleafed to call your friend, 

* could expeft to be entertained** 

« Unreafonably urged, cried he : ought 
< my friend(hip to the hufband render' 

• mc 
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* mc inferifible to the beauties of the wife? 
« — Or would your generous confenting 

* to reward my paffion diffolvc the union' 

* between us? — No; on the contrary, it 

* would rather be cemented 5 — I fhould' 

* then love him not only for his own, but 

* for your fake alfo, and (hould think my- 
« felf bound to ftretch my power to its ex- 

* tremeft limits to do him fervice: — be 

* ajQTuredjmy angel, that in blefling me you 

* fix the happinefs of your husband, and 

* cftablilhhis future fortune in the world/ 

Thefe words, joined to Mr. Munden's 
being gone away, fhe knew not on what 
errand, made her (hudder with the appre- 
henfions, that he might have been tempted 
by the hopes of intcreft to become yield- 
ing to the dilhonourable intentions of his 
patron ; but willing to be more confirmed, 
— * 1 hope, my Lord, anfwered (he. that 

* you cannot think Mr. Mundcn has fb 

* mean a foul to accept of an eftablifhmcnt 

* on fuch condition.' 

« I could name fome husbands, and 

* thofe of the firfl rank too,* faid he, 

* who, to oblige a friend, and for parti- 

* cular reafons, have confcnted to the 

* complaifance of their wives in this 

* point •, but I defire no fuch facrificc 

* from Mr. Mundcn ; . there is no ne- 

•celEty 
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• ceffity for it, I have now fent.him on a 

• pretence too plaufible for him to fufpedt 

• the real motive of my wanting to gee 
« rid of him : — I had a lady here alfo 
•'for no other end than to prevent him 

• feeling any difquiet on leaving us alone 

• together; - — I ihall always take the 
« fame precautions, — all our interviews 
« fhall be as private as your own wiflies, 

• and my happinefs be ah eternal fecret 

• to the whole world as well, as to your 
^ husband. 

• Come then, my charmer,' added he, 
attempting to take her in his arms ; — we 

• have no time to lofe, — away then with 

• all idle fcruples j — yield to my em- 
« braces-, — aflift my raptures, and be 
« aflured that my whole foul, — my for- 
\ tune, and all my power can give^ fhall 

• be at your difpofal. 

. It was the difcompofure of Mrs. Mun- 
den*s mind, which alone hindered her 
from interrupting him during the former 
part of his fpeech, but the clofe of it, 
joined with the adion which accompa- 
nied it, obliged her to colled all her 
fcattered fpirits, and flying to ihz other 
end of the room, in order to avoid his 
grafp, — • Forbear, my Lord, faid (he, — 

* know I defpife your offers; and fet my 

• virtue 
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< virtue at a much higher rate, than all 
^ the advantages you, or the whole world 

* would give in exchange.* 

Lord **** finding he had to do with 
a miftrefs of uncommon fpirit, thought 
beft to alter the ihanner of his addrelles 
to her, and approaching her with an air 
much more huoible and fubmiflive than 
he had hitherto done, — • How I adore,* 
cried he, * this noble difintereftedncfs in 

* you 5 — you will grant nothing but to 

* love alone,— -be it fo : —your beauty is 

* indeed above all other price.— Let your 
^ hufband reap all the advantages, and let 

* it be yours to have the pleafure, like 

* Heaven, to fave from defpair the man 

* who cannot live without you.' 

^ Perceiving, or at lead imagining he 
perceived fome abatement in the ficrcenefs 
of her eyes, on the change ot his deport- 
ment, he perfifted in it,— he even threw 
himfelf on his knees before her^ — took 
hold of her hands, — bathed them alter-' 
nately with tears, then dried them with 
his kifles : — in a word, he omitted nothing 
that the moft paffionate love, refolute to. 
accompli(h Its gratification, could fuggeft 
to foften her into compliance. 

At 
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At another time, how would the vanitf 
of this lady have been elated to fee a per- 
fon of fuch high confideration in the world* 
thus proftrate at her feet -, but at this, the 
reflexion how much (he was in his power, 
9nd the uncert^nty how far he might exert 
that power, put to filence all the didkates 
of her pride; and rendered her, in reality, 
much tnore in awe of him than he affeAed 
to be of her :-p-flie turned her eyes con- 
tinually towards the door, in hopes of fee* 
ing Mr. Munden enter ^ and never had (he 
wifh'd for his prefence with the impatience 
fee now did. 

The noble Lord equally dreaded his re- 
turn, and finding the replies (he made to 
his preffures fomewhat more moderate 
than they had been on the firll opening his 
fuit, flatter'd himfelf that a very little com- 
pulfion would complete the work : — he 
therefore refolved to dally no longer, and 
having ufher'd in his defign with a prelude 
of fome warm kiffes and embraces, was 
about to draw her into another room. 

She ftruggled with all her might % but 
her efforts that way being in vain, fhe 
Ihriek'd, and caird aloud for help. — 
This a little (hock*d him ; — he let her go : 
* What do you mean, madam ?* faid he: — . 

Vol. IV. H « Would 
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* Would yotr^xpofe yourfclf and nie to 
« the ridicule of my fervants ?* — « I will 
« cxpdfe iriyfelf to any thing/ anfwercd 
flie, « rather than to thfi ruin and everlaft- 

* ing infamy your Lordihip is preparing 

* for me.* 

* Call not by fo harih a name,* cried 
he, ' the efFefts of the moft tender paf- 

* fion that ever was : — ^by Heavens I love 

* you more than life 5 — nay, life without 

* you is not worth the keeping/ — Speak- 
ing thefe words he was about to lay hold 
of her again,and her cries having brought 
no body to her afliftance, (he muft infal- 
libly have been loft, if her better angel 
had not in that inftant directed her eyes 
to a bell, which hung in the pannel of 
the wainfcot juft behind the door of the 

room into which he was forcing her, 

flie fnatch'd the handle, and rung it with 
fuch vehemence that it refounded through 
the houfe. __ 

This adtion made him releafe her with 
a kind of an indignant fling, an(d a fer- 
vant immediately coming up, — * I bc- 

• lieve,* faid Ihe to him, • my fervant 

• is below,— pray order him to call me a 

• chair this moment.* — The Peer,not often 
accuftom*d to fuch rebuffs, was lb muek 
confounded at the ftrength of her rclblu- 

tioOf 
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tion, that he had not power to utter one 
word, and (he fearing another aflaulti ran 
to tte door, whidi the footman haftiiy 
&ut after him, and having opened it, — » 

* Your Lordihip,* faid (he, * has ufed me 

* in a manner neither worthy of yourfejf 
•'nor me, — I leave you to blulh at the 

* remembrance.' 

She waited not to hear what reply he 
would have made, but flew down ftairs 
loto the ball, where a chair being prefently 
brought, (he threw herfcif into it, ex- 
tremely difcpncerted in her drels ai| well 
as miad. 



CHAP. XIV, 

Ppfltains a hritf recital if fev4ral very remark- 
able, and equally affeSfing occurrences^ of which 
the laji mentioned extraordinary adventure was 
productive J and which may jujily enough be 
looked upon as yet more extraordinary than 
even the adventure it/elf. 

MR. Munden, who was no lefs plcafed 
and vain on the confidence his nobJe 
patron fecmed to repofe in him, ihan he 
H a w^ 
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was ambitious of the favours he hoped to 
receive from him/had been extremely di- 
ligent in the execution of that commiflion 
he had been entrufted with, but found 
much more difficulty in it than he could 
have iinagiped. 

•» 

He was told at the bar of the Cocoa- 
Tree, that the gentleman he enquired for 
had not been there fince morning •,— that 
Sir John B'— had taken him home with 
him to dinner, and that in ^1 probability 
th^y were ftill together. 

Mr; Munden on this ordered the coach- 
man to drive to Mark-lane with all the 
fpeed he could •, but had, on his coming 
there, the mortification to hear, that Mr, 
W — had left Sir John about a quarter of 
an hour before, and was gone to the 
other end of the town ; on which he drove 
back to the Cocoa-Tree, thinking he 
might now meet him there, but was a^A 
difappointed. 

They informed him, however, that Mn 

W had juft called in, but ftaid no 

longer than to tell them he would be 
there again in half an hour. — Mr. Mun- 
den was impatient at this delay, but coukl 
not think of returning to Lord *♦♦♦, with- 
out having done the bufinefs he was fent 

upon: 
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, upon : he therefore fat down, and waited 
. 'till the other came, which was fomewhat 
. fooner than the time he had been mad,: 
to hope* 

Thefe gentlemen, though far from 
being intimately acquainted, were rot 
altogether ftrangers, having frequently 
. met at the levee of Lord ****.— They 
now faluted each other, with the utmoft 
politenefs, after which, Mr. Munden 
drawing him to the moft retired part of 
the room, ' I halve had a chace after you, 
« fir,' faid he, ' for a good part of this 
« afternoon, and which would have been 
. « impertinent in me, if not excufeable by 

• my being under anindifpenfable obliga- 
..* tion of feeing you.^ 

/ Then, fir/ replied the other, * what- 

• ever the bufinefs be, I (hall think myfelf 

• happy in being found.* — ' This, fir, will 

• inform you,* faid Mr. Munden, giving 
him the letter. ' From Lord ♦***,' cried 
Mr. W— , as foon as he faw the fuper- 
fcription,' — * It is fo,* anfwered Mr. Mun- 
den, ^ and I am heartily forry for the oc« 

• cafion.' 

Mr. W — , made no reply to what Mr, 
Munden faid, 'till he had examined the 
contents of the letter*, and then after put- 
H 3 v».^ 
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ting it into his pocket with a carekfs afr, 

* I fee into the meaning of this/ faid he ; 

* an ugly accident, which I have but 

* lately difcovered, has, 1 believe, mifre- 

* prefented me to his Lordfhip : — could I 

* be capable of what he at prefent thinks 

* 1 am, I ftiould be utterly^ unworthy of 

* the condefcenfion he vouchfafcs mc by 

* this invitation j — but, fir, all this is 
^ founded on a miftake, which may ea- 

* fily te reftify'd; — I will not give his 

* Lordlhip the trouble of going to the 
' Green Park 4 I will wait on him ti 
^ his own houfe, at the hour he mtehtion^ 

* and if what I have to fay to him, does 

* not fully convince him of my innocenc*^ 

* will follow either to that, or any othfer 

* place he pleafes, though no confiderarion: 
< in the world, except his own commands, 

* fhould compel me to draw my fword 

* againfl: a breaft I fo much love and it- 

* vcrence/ 

Mr. Munden replied, that be fhould be 
extremely glad to 6nd an affair, which 
at prefent feemed to threaten fuch fatal 
confequences, was amicably made up ; and 
after having aflured him, that he would 
deliver what he had faid, to his Lordlhip* 
in the moft exaft manner. Was about to 
take his leave, but could not do it fo 
foon as he defircd, the other ftill detain- 
ing 
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mg him by beginning fome fubj€6c or 
other of converfation, which, how frivo- 
Jous foever, Mr. Munden could not break 
oflf too fuddenly without incurring cenfucc 
Df abruptnefs, and ill manners. 

Lord ♦*♦♦ in the mean time was in the 
utKioft agitation-, — not for the return 
of Mr. Munden, for he very well knew 
the meflage he would bring, but that he 
.kad taken a great deal of pains to no pur- 
|K)fc : — the beauty of Mrs.. Muijden had 
iofpired turn with the moft eager d^re 
4C»f enjoying her j — the gaiety of her ten> 
per, joined to the temptations in his 
power to offer, had given him an almoft 
affured hope of gaining herj — ^and now 
to find bimfclf thus repulfed, — repulfed 
with fuch difdain, left a furprizc upon 
him which very much increafed the fliock 
of his difappointment. 

Befides, as he doubted not but ihe 
would inform her hufband of all that had 
palled between them, it gave the moil: 
mortal ftab to that haughtinefa too inci- 
dent to opulence and gnmdeur, to r^fleet 
he had given a man, fo much beneath 
him, an opportunity of triumphing over 
iiim it) bis mind. 

H 4 He 
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He had not recovered bis confufion^ 
and was walking backwards and forwards 
in his drawing-room, with a difordered 
motion, when Mr. Mundcn returned, to 
whom he never fpoke, nor look'd upon. 
The fatisfaftion this gentleman had felt 
on finding the bufinefs of his embafly was 
like to terminate fo happily, was very 
much damped at feeing himfelf received 
in this manner. 



♦ I did not expeft to find your Lord- 

• (hip alone,* faid Mr. Munden.' — * I be- 
« lieve not,* replied he j ' but an unlucky 

• accident at home deprived me of my 
coufin's company, and your wife it 
feems did not think herfelf fafe witb 
me.* 



c 



Thefe laft words, and the contemptuous 
tone in which they were expreffed, put 
him into the extremcft confternation : — 

* I hope, my Lord,' cried he, ' that Mrs. 

* Munden cannot have fo far forgot her- 

* felf as to have afted in any manner un* 

* becoming of the refpeft due to your 
' Lordfhip.* •— * Fine women will have 

* their caprices,* refumed the Peer-, — ' but 

* no matter, let no more be faid of it,* 

Mr, Munden then proceeded to repeat 
wliat Mr, W— had feid to him -, but his 

Lord 
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Lordfhip took no notice, and feemed en- 
tirely uneoncerned all the time he was 
fpeaking ; *till the other adding, that if 
his Lord(hip thought proper, he would 
attend him in the morning, in order to 
be at hand, in cafe the event fhould re- 
quite his prefence : — on which the Peer 
replied peevilhly, — * No, no-, — you need 
* not come, — I believe there will be no 
« occafionj — if there bej^ I can ftlad for 
: • you/ 

After this, Mr. Munden eafily per- 
ceiving his company was rather trouble- 
.ibme than agreeable, made a low obei* 
fence, and withdrew, almoft diftraded ia 
his mind at this fudden turn of temper 
in his patron,, and no fels impatient to* 

, hear what his wife had to fay on that ac- 

' count. 

It was not in one of the beft of hu^ 
mouis, as the reader may cafily imagine,, 
that he now came home, nor did he find 
Mrs. Munden in one very proper to alle- 
viate his vexation. 5he was extremely pen^- 
five, and when he aflced her in fomewhat of 
an imperious voice the reafonof having left 
Lord **** in. fo abrupt a manner,. * \Vhen 

* you,*faid ihe, * forfook the guar:: ianfhip 

* of my honour, it was time lor me to 
^^takc the defence of it upon myfelf,. 

H 5. * H4\X\0CW 
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* which I could do no other way than by 

* flight.' 

« What is It you mean ?* cried he, — * I 

• am certain my Lord has too much 

♦ friendfhip for me, to offer any rudeneft 

• to you.'—' Be not too certain,' anfwered 
fhe, * of the friendfhip of that bafe great 

• man.* — She then began td repeat the 
difcourfe with which his Lordfhip had en- 
tertained her, after being left alone with 
him, but had gone through a very fmatt 
part of it, before her hufband interrupted 
her, faying with a kind of malicious 
fneer, - — that he was pofitive there was 
nothing at all in what fhe apprehended ; 
— that it was impoffible for the noble 
Lord to be in earneft when he talked to 
her in fuch terms ; — that fhe had only 
been deceived by her own vanity, to 
niiftake for a ferious defign upon her 
virtue, .,what was only meant for meer 
gallantry ; — and then added with more 
paffion, that he feared her idle refent- 
ment had loft him all his intereft with the 
bcft of friends. 

• Good Heaven !' — cried fhe, — < dc- 

* fend me, and all virtuous women from 

* fuch gallantries-, — but know, fir,' con- 
tinued fhe, with a great deal of vehq- 
mencc, — • that but for that idle rc- 

* fentment. 
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« fcntment, as you are pleafcd to call ir, 

* my ruin and your difhonour would have 

• been completed by this bcft of friends/ 

* How!* faid Mr. Munden eagerly,— 

♦ he did not fure proceed to adion ?' 
Perceiving he was now in a difpofuion 
to liften with more attention to what 
(he faid than hitherto he had done> (he 
hefitated not to acquaint him with every 
particular of his Lordfliip's behaviour to 
ner, and the means by which ihc had" de- 
fended herfelf. 

During this recital, Mr. Munden bit 
his lips, and appeared in very great emo- 
tions : — he fpoke not a word however, 
•till his fair wife, pitying the anxieties (he 
Taw him under, defired him to thin^k no 
more of this accident fmce it was fo hap- 
pily got over : — * It may be fo in your 

• opinion/ anfwered he fiercely, — but 

• not in mine : I forefee the confe- 

« quences, though you, perhaps, think 
■* not of them. — *Tis true, my Lord's be- 

• haviour is not to be juftined, nor can 

• yours in regard to me be fo ; you ought 
•« to have confidered the dependence I 

• had on him, and not have carriecj. 
things with fo high an hand; — you 
might have doubtlefs evaded this ac- 

« tempt by more gentle, and lels affront 
H 6 ^ \NN<i. 



c 
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* tive methods ; but that curfed pride of 
« yours muft be gratified, though' at the 

* expence of all my cxpeftations/ 

^With thefe words he flung out of the 
Toom, and this was all the return fhe met 
with from her ungrateful hufband, for 
having refifted with fuch courage and rc- 

-^iblution, temptations, which fome women 
would have thought themfelves abfolvcd 
for yielding to the force of. 

Ill natured and perverfeas Mn Mundbi 
was, it muft be confefled, that his prcfcof 
fituation nevcrthelefs merited fome com- 
paflion ; -— he had a great (hare of am- 
bition ; — loved both pleafiirc and graai^ 
degr to an excefs \ and though far fronir 
leing of a generous difpofition, the pride 
and vanity of his humour made him do 
many things through oftentatipn, which 
his eftate would not well fupport : — he 
kept company with perfons of rank and 
fortune, much fuperiorjto his own, and 
as he bore an equal part In their expences 
whenever he was with them> he ftood 
in need of fome addition to his revenue : 
— well therefore might he be chagrined 
at an accident, that caft fo dark a cloud 
over that profpeft of intereft and prefer- 
ment he had flattered himfelf with from 
Lord •**• 

But 
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But though this wa» the main point,, 
kwas not the fole (iibjefl of his difcon- 
tent. — The naotrves for his being fent 
by Lord **** to Mr, W— ^ the pretended 
quarrel between them, and the trifling, 
excufes made by the latter to detain him 
from making too quick a return, were 
all too obvious for him not to be aflured 
that gentleman was privy, and agreed to 
be an afllftant in the defigp his lordfhip^ 
had upon his wife. 

Mr. W — , though the reprefentative off 

a borough in C » was indeed no more 

than a creature of Lord ♦»♦♦, to whofe 
incereft alone he was indebted for his feat 
in parKament ; but it was not becaufc 
Mr. Munden knew him to be obliged t© 
do every thing enjoined by h» I^ordfhipy. 
that reftrained the refentment he con*- 
ceived againft him from breaking out, but 
becaufe he confidered that a quarrel be«^ 
tween them on* rf>is feore might occafion 
the afi^air to become public, and expofe 
both himfelf and wife to the ridicule of 
2fi many as (hould hear it„ 

Wrath, when enervate, efpecially if 
inflamed by any jufl: provocation, is cer- 
tainly very dreadful to be borne, and what 
this injured hulband fuftained in the firft 
emotions of it, muft have excited the 
pity of every reader of this hillory, if he 
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had not afterwards meanly vented it where 
he had not the lead occalion for difgufl:^ 
but rather of the higheft love> tcndcrnefs^ 
and adnwratroo. 

In the mid ft of thcfc perplexities, how- 
tver, let us leave him for a while, and 
return to her whofe beauty had been the 
innocent caufeofall this trouble to him, 
and danger to bcrfetfL 



'o^ 



Wonderful indeed were the efie^s this 
laft adventure produced in her ; — many 
tinles before Ae had been on the very 
verge of ruin, and as often indebted 
merely to fortune for her prefcrvatioa 
trom the mifchiefs, into which her inad- 
vertency had almoft plunged her ; — but 
none of thofe dangers, — thofe efcapes 
had ever been capable of making any 
iafting impreffion on her mind, or fixing 
her refolution to avoid running again into 
the iame miftakes. 

The cruel reproaches and reftedions 
xaft on her by Mr. Munden, filled her 
not now with the lead refentment"; for 
though Ihe deferved- them not upon the 
fcore he made them, yet flie was confcious 
that ihe did fo for going to the houfe of 
Lord *•**, after having the ftrongeft rea- 

foni 
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fons to believe he had difhonourable in- 
tentions upon her. 

She blufhed to remember, that Ihe had 
given herfelf leave to be plcafed at the 
thoughts of appearing amiable in the eyes 
of that great man : — ' Good God !* cried 
Ihe, * what infatuation poffefs'd me, — 

* Am nbt I married ! — Is not all I am 

* the property of Mr. Mundcn ! •—- Is it 

* not highly criminal in any one to offer 
« to invade his right ! — And can I be fo 

* wicked to take delight in the guilt ta 

* which I am in a manner acceflary 1* 

* The vanities of my virgin ftate, con* 
tinued (he, * might plead fome excufe j -^ 
■^ but nothing now can be urged in my 
■* defence for pcrfevering in them. — The 
« pride of fubduing hearts is mine na 

* more •, — no man can now pretend, to 

* love me with but the bafeft and mofl: 

* (hameful views. — The man who dares 

* to tell me he adores me, contradidls 

* himfelf by that very declaration, and 

* while he would pcrfuade me he has the 

* higheft opinion ot me, difcovers he has 
in reality the meaneft.' 

In fine, flie now faw herfelf, and the 
rrrors of her paft conduft in their true 

light \ 
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light i — -' How ftrange a creature have I 

• been '/ cried Ihe^ * how inconfiftent with 

• myfelf! I knew the charafter of a co- 

• quet both filly and infignificaot, yet did 

• every thing in my power to acquire it : 
« — I aimed to infpirc awe and reverence 

• in the men, yet by my imprudence em- 
« boldened ihem to the mod unbecoming 

« freedoms with me : -^ I had fcnfe 

« enough to difcern real merit in thofe 
' whdprofefsM themfclves my lovers, yet 
« afFefted to treat moft ill thofe, in whom 

• I found thegreateft (hare of it, — Na- 
« ture has made rae no fool,^ yet not one 

• aftion of my life has given any proof o£ 

• common reaibn* 

* Even in the greateff, and mofl: ferious 

• agair of life, — that of marriage* 

added ftie, with a deep figb, ' have I not' 
^ been governed wholly by caprice! — I re- 
^ jefted Mr. Trueworth only becaufe I 

• thought I did not love him enongh, yet 

• gave my hand to Mr. Munden, whom 

• at that time I did not love at all •, and 
^ who has fince,^ alas, taken little care to 

• cultivate that afFeftion I have laboured 

• to feel for him; 



In fumming up this chStgfi againft her- 
iclf, (he found that all her faults, and het^' 
.misfor^ni:s had bee^ owing either to aa 
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cxcefs of vanity ; — a miftaken pride, — 
or a falfe delicacy : — the two former ap- 
• peared now too contemptible in her eyes 
for her not to determine utterly to extir- 
pate, — But the latter (he found lefs reafon 
10 correct, fince it happened only in re* 
gard to Mr. Trueworth, and could never 
happen again, as both their marriages had 
put a total end to all tender communica- 
tion between them. 

This change in Mrs. Munden's humour, 
great and fudden as it was, did not how-^ 
ever prove a tranfient one : — every day, 
every hour confirmed her in it ; •— and if 
'at any time her natural vivacity made her 
fccm a little pleafed on hearing her wit^ 
—her beauty, — or any other perfe^flioa 
or accomplifliment, too lavifhly extolled^ 
flie prcfently checked herfelf for it, and 
aflumed a look of referve, which, thougji 
lefs haughty than fhe had T^metimes put 
on upon different occafion??, had not the 
lefs effedb, and fcldam failed to awe the 
flatterer into filcnce ; a proof of whicb 
the reader will be immediately prefented 
with. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Xjimtaint ftub things as will bi pUafing to tbeft^ 
whofe candid difpofitions inUreft ihtm, infav0»r 
pf thi hiroim of thishijliry. 

Nothing fo much encourages an un« 
warrantable palEon for a married 
"woman, as to' know fhe has a hufband 
regardlefi of her charms, — A young gay 
gentleman, a companion of Mr. Mun« 
den*s, privy to moft of his fecrets, and 
partner with him in many a debauch, 
had feen Mrs. Munden at Mifs Airilh's» 
where fhe ftill continued to vifit. He 
had entertained a kind of roving flame 
for her, which his friendfliip for her huf- 
band could not prevent him from wi(h- 
ing to gratify. But though they often met, 
he never could get an opportunity of 

declaring himfclf ; all he could dOt 

was feme times to whifper in her ear, 

that fhe was divinely handfome ; — that 

he adored her j and that.. he died for her; 

• — and fuch like flufF,<'which fhe was too 

oftea 
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^cen accuftomed to hear, to take much 
notice of. 

The indifferent opinion which moft 
-men of pleafure, or in other words, gen- 
teel rakes of the town have of women in 
general, joined to the too great gaiety he 
had obferved in Mrs. Munden's behaviour, 
made him imagine there required little 
more for the gaining her than the making 
his ^ddreffes to her ; — the means of 
fpesking to her in private feemed to him 
the fole difficulty he had to get over^ and 
in order to do fo he wrote to her in the 
lollowlng terms : 

To Mrs; Mundsii, 

Madam, 

^* A Fine woman would reap little 
*« advantage from the charms fhe Is 
'** miflrefs of, if confined to the languid 

" embraces of a fmgle pofTefTor: 

'« marriage takes oflF the poignancy of 
•* defire ; — a man has no relifh for 
** beauties that are always the fame, and 
«« always in his power ; thofe endear- 
** ments, generally make his happinefs bc- 
*• come difguftful to him, by being his 
«« duty, and he naturally flies to feek joys 
•« yet untafled in the arms of others : — 
^^ this, fair angel^ is the cafe with u& 
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•* all ; — you have too much good icnft 
'• not to know rt, or to expe<5t your huf- 
" band fhould vary from his fex in this 
" particular. . 

•• Let thofc unhappy women therefore 
•• to whom nature has been niggard of 
•* her bounties, pine in an abandoned 
•* bed : — you are formed to give and to 
** receive the moft unbounded joys of 
•* love i — to blcfs, and to be bleft widi 
^^the utmolt profufion of extacies un« 
♦• fpeakable. 

*« To tell you how infinitely I adofc 
'< you, and how much I have languiflied 
«* for an opportunity of declaring my 
•« paflion, would require a volume, in- 

** ftead of a letter 5 befides, my pert 

«« would but faintly exprefs the fentiments 
•• of my foul 5 — they will have more 
•' energy when whifpered in your ear : — 
«« I know fuch a thing is impoffible at 
«« your own houfe, or at any of thofc 
•1 where you vifit. —Favour me then I 
«' befeech you with taking a little walk 
*« in the Privy-garden near the water fide, 
«* to-morrow about eleven, from which 
•« place, if my perfoa and paffion bt 
«• not altogether dilagfCStfabtc to you, we 
^* may adjourn to fome other,, where I 
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*^ may give you more fubftantial dcmon- 
^^ jftrations hovi much I gm^ 

« With the utmoft fincerity, 
5« Dear Mapam, 

•* Your eternally devoted, 
^« And moft faiibful admirer." 

P.S. ** I do not fign tny name for fear 
** of accidents ; but flatter myfelf my 
^' jcyes have already faid enough to in* 
!• form you who I am." 

If this letter had come but a very fmall 
time before it did, 'tis poflible that tho' 
Mrs, Munden would even then have been 
highly offended at t^it prefumption, yet 
her vanity and curioGty might have ex- 
cited her to give the meeting required in 
it by the author, though it had only been, 
as ihe would then have imagined, merely 
to fee who he was, and laugh at his ftupi- 
dity for addrefling her in that manner. 

Not but (he had fome diftant guefs at 
the perfon, but whether it was him, or 
any other who had taken this liberty, fhe 
now gave herfelf not the leaft concern : — 
(he was only de(irous to put an entire (top 
to thofe audacious hopes (he found he had 

enter- 
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entertained, and to keep heifelf from re- 
ceiving any future folickations from the 
dame quarter at lead:. 

To fend back hb letter without any 
other token of her refentment and difdain 
at the contents, (he thought would not be 
fufEcient, and her ready wit after a little 
paufe, prefented her with a method more 
efficacious i — it was this : 

She folded up the epiftle in the fame 
fafhion it was when fhe received it, 4fi4 
inclofed it in another piece of paper,, if 
which flic wrote thefe line3 : 

Sir, • 

<< AS I cannot think any man would 
** be weak enough to diftate an epiftle 
*• of this nature to th« wife of Mr. Mun- 
** den, I muft fuppofe you made Ibme 
** miftake in the dire^ion, and fent that 
•• to me, which was intended for fomc 
«* other woman, whofe charader it might 
*• better agree with. 

•» I muft intreat you, however, to be 
«« more careful for the future, for if any 
** fuch impertinence fhould a fecond time 
^^ arife, I fhafl think myfelf obliged to 
*< make a con^daote iA my hi%and» 

*« whofe 
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*< whofe good fenfc and penetration will 
^^ doubtlcfi enable him to difcover the 
^* author, and^his fpirit and courage in- 
<« ftruft him in what manner to refenc 
^ the affront offered to 

** His ever faithful, 

^^ And mo& aflfe&ionate wife, 

fi. MUNDEH, 

This had all the cfieft Ae wifhed it 
fbould have -— the beau was afhamed of 
the fruitlefs attack he had made 1 — wrote 
to her no more, — avoided her fight as 
much as poffible, and whenever chance 
brought him into her company, behaved 
towards her with all the diitance and re* 
,fpeft ima^nable. 

This lady, now fully convinced how 
dangerous it was to be too much admired 
for her external charms, ceafed even to 
wifh they fhould be taken notice of, and 
fet herfelf feriouQy about improving thofe 
perfc6tions of the mind, which me was 
fenfible could alone entitle her to the 
e^eem of the virtuous and the wife. 

Mr. Mundcn, who had never been dif*- 
cjuietcd at the former part of his wife's 
behaviour, was equally infcnfible of this 

altera- 
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alteration in her: —his careSf indeed, 
were too much taken up for re-eft^blilh* 
ing himfelf with his right honourable pa- 
tronv to give any attention to wJiat pals*d 
at home; 

After much debating within himfelf, 
he thought it beft to proceed, fo as not to 
let the noble lord imagine he was ac- 
quainted with any part of the attempt 
made upon his wife ; — but though he 

attended his levee as ufual, paid him 

the fame compliments, and feemed rather 
more obfequious than ever, he had the 
mortification to find himfelf very coolly 
received. — He flood undiflinguifhed in 
the circle which conflantly wafited the 
motion of that great man, — was fcarcely 
fpoke to by him, and then with a kind of 
an indrawn referve, which made him juftly 
enough apprehend, that he had little no^ 
to hope for from him. 

The trutft is, he faw through the po- 
licy of this dependant ; -— he could not 
doubt but Mrs. Munden had told him 
of the violence he had offered to her : -r- 
he was confcious of the bafenefs of it, but 
he was not angry with himfelf for it, tho' 
with the perfon he would have injuredt 
and could not forgive him for the know- 
ledge 
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ledge of his crime, chough the other was 
willing to forgive the crime itferf« 

The treatment he received at lord 
^ * ♦ * made him extremely churlilh to 
his wife : — he looked upon her as the 
primary caufe of his miworcune, curfed 
his marriage with her^ and even hated her 
for the beauties and good qualities, which 
fhould have endeared her to him. — No- 
thing fhe could fay, or do, had the power 
of pleadng him^ fo that flie flood in need 
. ci ^11 her courage and fortitude to enable 
her to fupport^ with any tolerable degree 
of patience, the ufage fhe received. 

To heighten her misfortune, the late 
levity of her temper had hindered her 
from cultivating an acquaintance with any 
one perfon, on whofe fecrecy, finccrity, 
and fedatenefs fhe could enough depend, 
for the difburthening her mind of thofc 
vexations, with which it was fometimcs 
overwhelmed. 

But this was a matter of difquiet to 
her, which (he had not long to complain 
of ; — heaven ient her a confolation, of 
which flie had not the leaft diflant expec- 
tation, and reftored her to a friend, by 
whom ihe had thought hcrfdf utterly for- 

VoL. IV. I faken. 



170 THE HISTORY OF 

fakcn, and whom (he had not herfelf fcarce 
thoug^it of for a long time, . 

Lady Lovcit was now but juft returnc4i 
from the country, where (he had conti- 
nued ever fince her marri;^ge with Sir 
Bazil. — rA famous French milliner being 
lately arrived from Paris, with abundance 
of curiofities, her ladylhip went to fte if 
there was any thing (he (hould think 
worth the purchafmg. — — Mrs. Munden 
was led by the fame curiofity, and it was 
at this woman's houfe, that thefe Wies 
happened to meet after fo long an abfence 
from each other, 

' Mrs. Munden was a little confufed at 
firft fight of her, as bringing to her mind 
fome paflages, which it was never in her 
power to think on with the indifference 
Ihe wiQied to do. — They embraced how- 
ever, with a great deal of afFedion, — made 
each other the ufual compliments on the 
mutual change of their condition, for lady 
Loveit, by fome accident, had heard of 
Mrs. Mundcn's marriage. 

Though both thefe ladies were much 
more taken up with each other than with 
examining the trifles they came to fee, 
yet neither of them would quit the fiiop 

with 
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without becoming cuftomers : lady 

Loveit perceiving that Mrs. Mundcn had 
neither coach nor chair at the door, after 
having alked what part of the town (he 
lived in, and finding it was not too much 
out of her way, defired flie would give her 
leave to fet her down in her chariot. 

Mrs. Munden readily accepted the of- 
fer, and being come to the door of her 
houfe, would have perfuaded lady Loveit 
to alight, and come in, but (he excufed 
berfelf, and. at the fame time gave her a 
prefling invitation to her hx>ufe as foon as 
an opportunity permitted. — — * I know, • 
Madam,* faid (he fmiling, « that it is my 

* duty to pay the firft vilit to your, lady- 

* (hip, — yet as you are here, — - I 
^ (houki not Hand on that pundilio with 
« you,' interrupted lady Loveit, with the 
fame good humour, * but I expeft com- 
« pany at home, and I know not but that 

* they already wait for me.* The other 
then told her, (he would do herfelf the 
favourto attend her lady(hip in a day or 
two : and this was all that psiScd at this 
firft interview. 

Mrs. Mundcn was extremely rejoiced at 
the opportunity of renewing heracquain- 
tance with this lady, in which (he had 
not the leaft room to doubt, but that (he 

I 2 ftVQVXld 
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fhould find what (he fo much wanted, 
a faithful advifcr and an agreeable com- 
panion ; -r- they bad always loved each 

other 5 there was a great parity of 

fentiment and pnncij>le between them, 
and as nothing but their different ways of 
thinking in point of conduft towards the 
men, had hindered them from being in- 
feparable friends, that bar being removed 
by Mrs. Munden's change of temper, and 
her being now, what lady Loveit always 
was, no other remained to keep them from 
communicating their thoughts with the 
ucmoll freedom to each other^ 

The vifit promifed by Mrs. Mqndcn, 
was not delayed beyond the time fhe men* 
tioncd ; lady Loveit received her without 
the leaft referve, and they foon entered 
into converfation with the fame fprightli- 
nefs, as before the change of their con^ 
ditions. 

Mrs. Munden had refolved within her* 
felf, not to make the leaft mention of Mn 
Trueworth's name, but feeling, notwith^ 
ftanding, a good deal of impatience to 
hear fomething of him, anfully entered 
into a difcourfe, which fhe knew muft 
draw the other in to fay fomething con? 
cerning him. 

Mneed 
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* I need not alk/ faid fhe, * haw you 

• liked the country •, it is pretty plain from 
« your continuing there fuch a length of 

• time, that you found more plcafures at 

• Sir Bazil^s fear, than any you had Jeft be- 
« hind.' * The houfe is well fituated indeed'* 
replied lady Loveit, ' yet I have paffcd the 
« leaft part of my time there, fincc I Icfc 

• London, — nor have we ftayed away fo 

• long entirely through choice, but have 

• in a manner been detained by a fuccef- 
f (ion of accidents altogether unforefeen. 

• It took up fix weeks,* continued fhe, 

• to receive the vifits, which were every 
^ day crouded upon as, from all parts of 

• the country : this hurry being over 

• we could do no lefs, than accompany 

• Mr, Wellair and his lady, who had been 
« with us all this while, to their houfe, 

• where we ftayed about a fortnight •, — 

• after which, Sir Bazil having promifed 

• my brother and fitter Truewor^h, 10 

• pafs fome time with them in Oxord- 
' (hire, we croflfed the country to that 
« gentleman's fine feat, where, as you may 

• fuppofe, his arrival was welcomed in 

• much the fame manner SirBazil's had 

• been in StafFordfliire : — befides all his 
< relations, intimate friends, tenants and 

• dependants, I believe there was fcarce 
« a gentleman or lady, twenty miles Founcf,. 

I 3 ^ viWi^ 
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* who did not come to. congratulate hinn 

* on his marriage and return. 

* For the reception of thofc gucfts,* 
went (he ftril on, * the generous Mr. True- 

* worth omitted nothing that might tef- 

* tify his joy on the occafion of their 

* coming ; feafting employed their 

* days, and balls their nights : ^ but 
« alas I in the midft of thefc variegated 

* fcenes of pleafure, death,— fudden deaths 

* fnatched away the fource of all our joys, 
<'and turned the face of gladnefs into tbe^ 

* moft poignant gqcf, 

^ Deaths did your ladyfhip fay IV cried 
Mrs, Munden, with an extraordinary emo- 
tion, * Is then Mr. True worth dead ?• « No 

* Madam,' replied the other, wiping away 
fome tears, which the memory of this 
fatal accident drew from htr eyes, « Mr, 

* Trueworth lives, and I hope will long 

* do fo, to be an honour to his country, 

* and a comfort to all, who are fo happy 

* as to know him, — for certainly there 

* never was a man more endued with 

* qualities for uoiverfal good ; but 

* it wa$ his wife, — his amiable wife, that 

* died.* 

* His wife !* cried Mrs. Munden, in- 
terrupting her a fecond time, * Is he al- 

« ready 



c 
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* ready a widower ? ' Too foon, indeed, he 

* became fo/ anfwered lady Loyeit ; — — • 

* fcace three months were elapfed from' 
the day which, made her a bride, to 

* that which made her a lifelcfs corpfe-—- 

* we were all tqgether wiih fome other 

* company one evening in the tur- 

* ret, which, by the help of fome large 

* tcllefcopes Mr. Trueworth had placed 

* there, commands the profpeft of thr^e 

* counties at opce, when ray poor fifter 

* WAS feizcd Ibddbnly ill ; as Ihe was 

* fuppoied to be pregnant, her complaint 
« at nrft, was taken no other notice of, 
« than to occafion fome pleafantries, which 
' new roarjied women muft expeft to 

* bear ; «— . but (he foon grew vifibly 

* worfe, was obliged to he carried 

* down ftairs, and put diredly into bed -, 

* the next morning fhe difcovered fome 

* fymptoms of a fever, but it proved no 

* more than the forerunner of the fmalU 

* pox, of which diftemper (he died, be- 

* lore her danger was apprehended, even 

* by the phyfician. 

* How I pity both the living and the 

* dead,* faid Mrs. Munden, • Mr. True- 

* worth certainly could not fupport fo 

* great a lofs, with any degree of mode-** 

* ration ?' — « The fhock at firft,* replied 
lady Loveit ^ wa^ as much as all his 

I 4 « phi- 
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« philofophy and ftrcngth of reafon 

* could, enable him to combat with : — 

* Sir Bazil, though deeply affefted for the 
^ lofs of fo amiable a fifter, was obliged 

* to conceal his own forrows, the better 

* to alleviate thofe he faw him in, and 

* this kept us for two whole months at 
« his houfe after the ceremony of the fu- 
« neral was over. We had then prevailed 
5 on him to return with us to London \ 
•every thing was prepared for our der 

< parture, when an unlucky accident hap-^ 

* pened to myfelf, which detained us for 

* yet a confiderable time longer, 

* We were diverting oiirfelvcs one day 

< with angling,*^ continued fhe, * when in 

< endeavouring to caft my rod at too 

* great a diftance, I (looped fo far over 
•the bank, that I plunged all at once/ 

* head foremoft, into the water : — the 
« pond, it feems, was pretty deep, and I 
« was in fome danger ; — Sir Bazil and 

* Mr. True worth feeing me fall, jumped 
« in at the fame inftant, and by their af- 
« fiftance, I was brought fafe to Aore ; I 

* was immediately carried into the houfe, 
« ftript of my wet garments, and put in- 

* to a warm bed, but the fright had fo 

< great an.effeft upon me, that it cauled 
' an abortion, which as I was then in the 
' fifth month of my pregnancy, had like 

*ta 
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• to have proved fatal to me — I was 

• clofe prifoner to my chamber for fe- 
fcveral weeks, and on my being juft' 

• able to leave it, was advifed to have 

• recourfe^ firft to the Briftol, and then 

• to the Bath waters, for the b;^tter efta- 

• blilhment of my health : accordingly 
^ we went to both thole places, ftayed as 

• long at each as I found needful lor the 

• purpofe that broiigfit me thither, and on 

• my perfcd recovery. Sir Bazil having- 

• fome bufmcfs at his cftate, returned to 

• Siaffordlhire^ ; — made a Ihort cxcurfion 
^ to Mrs. Welhir's, and then we bowled 

• up to London. 

• This,' added (he, « is the whole hiftory 

• of my eleven months abfence \ 1 

• fhould only have told you, that we had 

• not Mr. Trueworth'^s company in our 

• laft ramble ; — one of the members for 
•his county having vacated his feat by 

• accepting an employment, Mr. True- 

• worlh was prevailed upon, by a great 
^ number of gentlemen and freeholders, to 

• oppofe his being rechofen, by fctting up. 
« for a candidate h^mfelf •, — the elcftion- 
« was to com? on in a few days after our 

• departure, and we have fince heard that 

• he fucceeded in his. attempt.* 

1 5 Latly 
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Lady Loveit having finifhed her long 
narrative, and received the compliments 
of Mm. Munden for the trouble (he had 
given nerfelf, was beginning to aOc fome 
gueftions concerning her own affairs, but 
fome ladies coming in, broke ofF, for the. 
prefent, all converfation on this head, and 
Mrs, Munden foon after took leave, tho* 
not without receiving an afTurance from 
the other, of having her vifit returned in 
a Ihort time. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Prefenis the reader^ among many other particulars^ 
with a full though as conctfe^ an account^ as 
can bi given of the real quality and condition of 
the ladyy that Mrs, Alunden had feen, and 
beenfo much charmed with at the mercer* s. 

• 

MRS. Munden carried enough home 
with her from lady Loveic's, to 
employ her mind for that whole night at 
lealt : what fhe had been told in re- 
lation to the death of Mrs. Trueworth, 
raifed a ftrange contrariety of ideas in her, 
which it was impoffible for her either to 

fecon- 
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reconcile, or oblige either the one or the 
other totally to fubfide. 

She thought it great pity, that fo vir- 
tuous, fo beautiful, and fo accompliflied 
a young kdy, as (he had been told Mn. 
Trueworth was, (hould thus early be 
fnatched away from all the joys of love 
and life, but could not lament fo melan- 
choly an accident, in a nnianner flie was 
fcnfible it deferved ^ — envy bad evtr been 
a ftrangfr to her bread, yet fince her own 
nDarriage, and that of Mr, True wo; ih; 
with his lady, (he had fometimes been 
t«mpt«d to accufe heaven of partiality, in 
rocking fo wide a dijQference in their 

htc: and though che blame of her 

misfortunes lay wholly on hcrfelf, had 
been apt to icnagine, that (he bad only 
been impelled by an unavoidable impulft, 
to SL& as (he had done, and was fated by 
an invincible neceJEty, tq be tlie enemy 
of her own h^ppinefs» 

. Thus did this fair predeflSinarian reafon 
within herfclf, whenever the ill-ufage of 
Mr, Munden made her rcfledt on the 

generofuy of Mr. Troeworth : (he 

repined not at the felicities ihc fuppofcd 
were enjoyed by Mrs. Trueworth, but re- 
gretted that her own lot had been caft fa 
vafljy different. 

I 6 But 
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But though all thcfe little heart-burn- 
ings now ceafed, by the death of that 
fo late happy lady, and even common^ 
humanity demanded the tribute of com- 
palfion for her deftiny, of which none had 
a greater (hare, on other occafions, than* 
Mrs. Munden, yet could (he not on this 
pay it without fome interruptions from a 
contrary emotion j — in thefe moments,.* 
if it may be faid (he grieved at all, it was 
more becaulc (he knew, that Mr. True- 
worth >vas grieved, than for the caufe that, 
made him fo. 

Her good fenfe, her jufticc, and her 
good nature, however, gave an imme- 
diate check to fuch fentiments, whenever 
(he found them ridng in her, but her ut- 
moft elFons could not whoHy fubdue 
them : — there was a fecret fomethrog iir 
her heart, which (he would never allow 
himfclf to think (he was poflTeft of, that 
in fpite of all (he could do, difTufed an 
involuntary fatisfaftion at the know- 
ledge, that Mr. Trucworth was a wid- 
dower. 

If lady Loveit could have forefeen the • 
commotions her difcourfe raifed in the 
breaft of her fair friend, (he would cer- 
tainly never have entertained her with 
it, but (lie fo little expefted her haying- 

any 
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amy tendernefe for Mr.. Truewonh,- that 
fhe obferved not the changes in her coun* 
tcnance, when fhe mentioned that gentle- 
man, as (he afterwards frequently did, on- 
many occafions, in the courfe of the 
vifits to eack other; — nor could Mrs. 
Munden, bemg ignorant herfelf of the real 
caufe ef the agitation flac was in, make her 
Ladyfliip a confidant in this, as (he did in' 
all her other affairs, — the little happi- 
nefs (he enpyed in. marriage not cx^- 
cepteck 

Ladv Loreir Tiatf indeed a pretty right 
idea or her misfortune in this point, be- 
fore (he heard it from herfelf r — ^Sir Bazil,. 
tho*" not at all converfant with Mr. Mun- 
dbn, was well acquainted with his charader 
and manner of behaviour, and the account 
he gave of both to her on being told to 
whom he was married, left her no room 
to doubt how difagneeabic a fituation the 
wife of fuch a hulband muft be in : — 
(he heartily commiferated her hard fate 5 
—yet, as Lady Trufty had done, faid every 
thing to perfuade her to bear it with a be- 
coming patience. 

Perceiving (he had loft' (bme part of her 
vivacity, and would frequently fall into* 
very melancholy mufings. Sir Bazil him- 
felf, now fully convinced of her merit, 

^s\4 
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and good qualities, added hi» endeavours 
to thofe of ills amiable confort for the ex* 
hikrating her fpirits : —-they would needs 
have her make one in every party of plea- 
fure, either formed by themfclvcs^ or 
wherein they had a fhare, and obliged htr 
to come as often to their houfe as (be 
could do without giving offence to her 
domeftic tyrant. 

An excefs of gaiety when curbed, is apt 
to degenerate into its contrary extrt me ^ 
it muft therefore be confeffcd that few 
things could have been more lucky fer 
Mrs. Munden th^n this event, -^ llie hyjul 
loft all rslifb for the CQnv^r&jtion of tHe 
Mifs Airiftieij ^d thofe other giddy crea- 
tures, which had compoied the greateft 
part of her acquaintance, and too 1xRicl|. 
iblitude might have brought on a gloomi* 
nefs of temper, equally uneafy to herfelf^- 
and to thofe about her 5 but the fociety of 
thefe worthy friends,-— the diverfions they 
prepared for her, and the company to 
which they introduced her, kept up her 
native livelinefs of mind, and at the fam^ 
time convinced her, that pleafure was no 
enemy to virtue, or to reputation, when 
partook with perfons of honour and dif- 
cretion. 

She had been with them one evenihgt 

when 
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when the fatisfadion flie took in their con* 
verfatiori, the preflurcs they niade to detain 
her, joined to the knowledge, that there 
was no danger of Mr. Munden'^s being un- 
cafy at her abfence, he feldom coming 
home ^till towards day-break, engaged her 
to ftay till the night was pretty far ad- 
vanced 5 yet late as it was, fhe was prc«- 
fented with an adventure of as odd a kind^ 
as ever (he had been furprized witk 

She was undrefling, in order to go t(^ 
bed, when (he heard a very loud knocks 
ing at the ftrect-door, after which her foot-' 
man came up, and told her that a wooniam 
was below, who faid JDhe muft (peak with 
her immediately. — * I fhall fpeak to no- 
« body at this time of the night,' laid 
Mrs. Munden, * therefore go down and 
^ and tell her fo.* — The feltow went, tfut 
returned in a moment or two, and told 
her, that the perfon would take no denial, 
nor would go out of the houfe without 
feeing her. — * Some very impudent crea-» 

• ture, fure,* — faid Mrs. Munden, — • 
« but do you go,' added (he in the fame 
breath, to the maid that waited on her, 

* and ask her name and bufinefs, — if fhc 
.« will tell neither, let her be turned out of 
< the houfe.' 

She was in a good deal of perplexity^ 

to 



r«4 THE fflSTORY Ot 

to think who ftiould enquire for her at that 
late hour, when the fcrvant (he had fent to 
examine into the matter, came back, and 
before (he had well entered the chamber^ 
cried out, — * Lord, madam, I never was 
«' fo aftonifhed in my life ! I wonder 
^ Tom could fpeak in fuch a rude man> 

* ner •, — the woman, as he called her, is a 

* very fine lady, I am fure, though (he 

* has no hoop, nor ftays on, -—nothing 

* but a fine rich brocade wrapping gown 

* upon her r — (he looks as if (hie was juft 

* going to bed, or rather coming out of 

* bed, for her head-cloaths are in great 

* diforder, and her hair all about her 

* ears.*^ 

^ Well, but her name and bufihefs,' dc^ 
manded Mrs. Muhden haftily. Nay^ 

* madam,' replied the maid, * (he will 

* tell neither, but to yourfelf ; fo pray„ 

* dear madam, either come down ftairs, 

* or let her be brought up, — I am furc 

* (he does not look as if (he would do you* 
•- any hurt. 

Mrs. Munden paufcd a little on what 
(he had Heard, and believing there muft 
be fomething very extraordinary, indeed, 
both in the perfon, and the vifir, refolved 
to be convinced of the truth, therefore, 
liaving given a ftrift charge, that both. 

the 
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the footmen fliould be ready at her call, in 
cafe there (hould be any occafion for ihem» 
went into the drnihg-room, and ordered 
that the perfon who enquired for her ftiould 
be introduced. 

Her whole appearance anfwered exa£kly 
to the defer] ption that had been given of 
her by the maid, but it was her face which 
moft ajarmcd Mrs. Munden, as being po- 
fitive (he had feen it before, tho* when, 
or where, fhe could not at that inftant re- 
collca:. 

But the ftranger foon eafed her of the 
Tufoence Ihe was in, when throwing her- 
felt at her feet, and burfting into a flood 
of tears, • you once oflfered me your 

• friend fhtp, madam,* faid fhe, — •- a con^ 

• fcioufnefs of my own unwonhinersmadc 

• me rcfufe that honour, bur I now come 

• to implore your compaffion, and charit* 

• able protedlion. — I have no hope of 

• fafety, or of Ihelter, but in your good- 

• nefs and generofity.* 

The accents of her voice now dilcovcred 
her to be no other, than the lady Mrs. 
Munden had feen at the mercer's : — (he- 
was ftrangelf confounded, but not fo- 
much as to hinder her fronnr raifing the 
diftrefled feir onc^ with the greateft: civii^ 
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lity, and feating her in a chair, — • * Tho.* 

• I cannot comprehend, madam/ an- 
fwercd flic, • by what accident you are re- 

• duced to addrefs me in thefe terms, yet 

• you may rely upon my readinefs to af- 

• fift the unfortunate, efpecially a perfon, . 

• whom I cannot but look upon as far 

• &om deferving to be fo.' 

• Oh, would to God,' cried the other, 
very emphatically, ' that my hiftory could 

• prefer^e chat iund of opioion in you ; 
« but, alas, though I find myfelf obliged 

• to relate it to you, in order to obtain the 

< prote&ion I intreat, I tremUe^leftby 
^ doing G>^ I Ihould forfeit thofe pre- 
« cenfions to your mercy, which othcrwife 

< my fex, and my diftrcfs>. might juftly 
« clainu 

Thefe words were fufficient to have exr 
cited the curiofity of a woman, who had 
Jefs of that propenfky in her nature thas 
Mrs. Munden ; — (he told her, that by 
being made the confidante of her afiuirs, 
(he Ihould think herfelf obliged to excufc 
whatever ftie found not worthy of her ap- 
probation. 

Prepare yourfelf then, mad^un, iaid her 
iliil weeping gueft,^ — • fumthon all your 
goodnefs to iorgive the f|:aUuc^ of yonthf 

and 
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and inadvertency, and to pity the fad 
. confequences which ibmetimes attend the 
pride of flattered beauty, and vain defirc 
of ambition. 

This expreflion funk more deeply in 
the mind of Mrs. Munden than the pens- 
ion who uttered it imagined ;-— (he made 
no reply, however, and the other begin 
the narrative (he bad promifed in thefe, or 
the like terms. 

VbeHtftbry ofMaJemoifelkdeRotj^tlBxe^ 

** I NEED not tell yoy, madam/ faid 
fhe, '^ that I am not a native of this 
'** kingdom, my bad pronunciation of the 
•• language fpeaks it for me ;i— I am, in^ 
*' deed, by birth a Parifian, and daughter 
•• of the Sieur de Roquelair, a man of fome 
•« eftimation in the world, 

•* The great hopes conceived of me m 
«* my infancy, encouraged him to be al- 
<« moft profufe in the cadences of my 
" education ^ ^-no accompiifliment befit- 
** ting of my fex and rank, was denied 
«^ me ;— in fine, it was eafy to fee he had 
*< an affedtion- for me, above all his other 
*< children, and that the partial opinion 
*^ he had of my peribn and underftand- 

*^ing^ 
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•* ing, made him build the higheft expeC- 
•* rations on my future fortune, 

" But, alas ! what he intended for tfiy 
" unhappinefs proved my undoing-, — • I 
•« had but juft attained my fifteenth year 
** of age, when the little beauty I was 
•* miftrefs of was taken notice of by the 

" JDfuke de M , as I was walking one 

•* evening in the Thuillcries, with a young 
•• companion of my own fcx :— he pafled 
«* us twice without fpeaking, but at the 
•• third turn accofted lis with a gallantry 
*« natural to perfors of his high rank i 
** the praifes he bellowed on me were fucb 
•* as might excufe fome vanity in a heart 
^* fo young and unexperienced as mine 
^ then was» 

** On our leaving the walks, a gentle- 
•* man of his retinue followed, and as I af- 
** terwards was informed, enquired wha 
^ I was, and many other particulars con« 
•* cerning me y, — the next morning, being 
•' at mate in the church of St. Sulpice, I 
«* faw the Duke again, and on my coming 
out, bad a letter put into my hands, 
which as foon as I got to a convenient 
place, I opened, and found it, as I be-* 
fore imagined, from the Duke« 

« After magnifying the power of my 

« wit 



tt 
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«« wit, my beauty, my fine (hape, and a 
^< thoufahd charms^ with which his amorous 
*' fancy pamted me, and protefting with 
*^ the mofl: folemn imprecations words 
<^ could fornu his everlafting adoration 
^ of me, he intreated I would meet him, 
^^ at the fame places where he had firft 
^^ feen me, and appointed an houf in 
^< which he knew leaft company would be 
V there. 

^ ^* I was imprudent enough to comply 
« with this requeft ;— my illuftrious lover 
*« was there before me, — he faluted mc 
<^ with the utmoft tranfport in his voice 
«« and eyes, — led me to a retired part of 
«* the walk,— made me the' moft fplendid 
<^ o^ers, and endeavoured to perfuade me> 
<^ that being his miftrefs was a ftatlon 
•« more refpeftable, than being the wife 
*' of a private gentleman, or even of a 
<^ little Marquis. 

«« I was unprepared to confute the ar- 
<< guments he urged, and to confefs the 
<< truth, felt but too much fatisfadion in 
«^ hearing him fpeak ; -— — my tongue 
*« obeyed the didatcs of my heart, and 
«< tola him that I would be his, — though 
<^ I cannot fay that I was tempted by any 
^ cxtra;ordinary liking of his perfon, but 
^ *• merely 
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** merely by my ambition of pleating a 
*« prince of the blood royal. 

^\ It was agreed between us, that a 
*« proper place fhould be provided for my 
«< reception, and I fhould quit my father's 
^« houfe entirely, and this was to be ac^^ 
^< complifhed at the end of three days ; 
<< but, before the exp'uration of that time, 
<< a perfon, who had feen me in the 
<* Thuillerics, carried home intelligence 
^^ with what company I had been, and 
«• my £idier, who preferred virtue above 
^< grandeur, took all imaginable piccau- 
*^ tions to prevent my continuing f6 dan* 
^ gerous an intercourfe* 

1^ But what cannot, the power of gold 
«* efFeft ?--^bough T was lock'd up in my 
*« chamber, — no letters or meflages per- 
«' mi teed to be delivered to me, an agent 
*« of the Duke's, by a large bribe, cor- 
*^ rupted one of the fervants, by whole af- 
*^ fiilance I got out of the houfir, when 
<« all the reft of the family were aflecp, 
<< and a ch^ot waiting for me atahe end 
** of the ftreet, carried me to a magnifi- 
*« cent hotel, where I founi my noble 
^' lover, and every thing I could mfb^ 
** ready to receive me. 

«* Here I lived, for near two whole 

•• years. 
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^ years, in a pomp which excited the 
•* envy, and fet me above the fcandal of 
•« the cenforious j — but at length malice 
•* overtook me, — the bafenefs of thofe 
<« about me accufed me to my prince of 
•* having wronged his bed ; — he too eafily 
•« gave credit to their afpcrfions, and not 
•* only withdrew his afFedion and his fa- 
•« vours frbfti me, but cruelly difcarded 
" me without the leafl provifion for my 
** futurp fiJpport, 

** My father, who would never fee me 
•* in my exalted ftate, equally fhunn'd me 
«* in my fallen one ; — but at lafl, through 
•* the interceffion of fome friends, he was 
•^ prevailed upon, to forgive what was pad, 
•* provided I would leave Paris for ever, 
•* and fpend the remainder of my days in 
^* a monaftery : — ^to this, in the diflrafted 
** condition I then was, I yielded, and a 
«* convent at Roan was made choice of 
** for my retreat ; — the abbcfs was wrote 
•* to concerning me, and every thing was 
•• prepared for my departure, when chance 
«' brought me acquainted with Mr. 
" Thoughtlcfs. 

'« You ftart, macTam,'* cx)ntinued (he, 

.perceiving Mrs. Munden looked very 

much confufcd, — ** but know at once, 

*' that I am that very unfortunate woman 
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** your brother brought with him from 
*' Paris,— who has ever fince lived with 
^' him, and whom you muft have heard 
•^ of.'* 

The amazement Mrs. Munden was iHj 
on finding her the miftrels of her brother, 
was fuch, as would not permit her to 
make any other reply, than to defire fhe 
would go on with what ihe had farther to 
relate; on which Mademoifelle de Roque* 
lair refumed her difcourfe in this manner : 

« This gentleman," faid (he, « was 
*• well acquainted with my ftory, but it 
^^ did not hinder him from entertaining a 

**paffion for me; he declared it to 

*« me s — the averfion I had to a reclufc 
•* life, — the allurements of the world, 
•* and his more perfuafive rhetoric, foon 
" won me to yield to his defires : -— I 
** made a fccond elopement ; — we em- 
** barked together, and came to England, 
^' where I have had the command of his 
•« family, and lived with him in all things 
*• like a wife, except the name. — But for- 
** tune, always my enemy, conjured up a 
•« fpirit of jealoufy in him, for my torment 
<^ at firft, and at lad for my utter ruin. 
*' — His fears of lofing me, as he 
«* pretended, fccluded me from all focietyj 
i4 .-« denied me all the public diverlions 

«* of 
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«* of the town, and though I lived amidft 
*• the v?ry feat of pleafures, kept me as 
<^ much a ftranger to them, as if I had 
** been a thouOind leagues removed-, — 
<^ but, oh! this night, this night, madam, 
*< has compleated all his too fufpicious 
•* temper long fince threatened. — • The 
** poor mercer, at whpfc houfe you favr 
.<* me, came this night to bring a piece 
<« of filk I had befpoke of him, — Mr. 
♦* Thoughtlefa came home immediately - 
** after, and being told who was above 
" with me, flew up fliairs, — burft open 
•« the door, which by fome accident was 
** locked^ rAilhed in with his drawn fword, 
*' f wearing he would lacrifice.us both;— 
^* the maft, to 'av6id his fury, jumped out 
•'ofrth^ window into the yard; — ^Mr. 
** Thoughdefs ran down the back ftairs, 
<< iiir order, I- fuppofe, to jnake hi<n in 
" thaf place the vidtim'of his rage : — • 
•* whether hd ha& effected it^ I know not, 
«« for trembling, at my own danger, I 
«« took that QDpQrtunity of running di- 
«< feftiy out of the houfe, though where 
•* to ;go I knew not ^ r-t.I had no friend, 
(c^^Qo acqmk)tancei.to.whom I could 
** apply ; — i- IjRoAjnd myfelf all alone in 
•« the ftreet, and expofed to infuks, 
*« even worfe than thofe from which I 

«« fled : my good genius, for lb I 

•Kiiopcit? was, which in that dreadful 
* Vol. IV. K ^^'m^^xa^ 



194 THE HISTORY lOP ' V 

<« inftant, remii^dme 4ff y5U } -—I had 
*' heard a hijgh char^fler of ypuf good- 
** nefs, and virajB afluwd of it, eyeii by the 
*« little 1 had fcen of you, vhen^oU were 
*• pleafed to think mc vfonhy of your 
*« notice/' : 

« This, madam," added Ac, « has 
•* brought me to yx)u, and I once mor6 
^< beieech flielter and projtedlion under 
** your roof, for this night, at Icaft, 'tfll 
*^ I can rccolleft in what mknilcr I can 
•* difpofc of my wretched lid*." 

Though Mrs. Munden was apprehen- 
five this lady had favoured- heiSAf too 
much in the recixal fbe had made, yn (he 
could not think of refufing what flie 
aiked : — fhe ordered a bed to be inftantly 
prepared for her, and having conducted 
her to the chamber where (he was «o lie, 
told her, (he would defer' 'till the next 
morning any farther dlfcourfe on the fub* 
jeft they had been talking of, as it was 
very late, and (he expedied Mr4 Muoden 
home, — fo wifliing her a good repose, re* 
turned to her own apartment^ to itfleft at 
more ieifure on this ftraogc adrencuit. 



chap; 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Is Ufs iHtertaining thanfime rf thi former. 

THE hufband of Mrs. Munden being 
^xigaged abrotd 'dll his ufual hoUr^ 
Ihe had juft cime €0 get into bed before ht 
canae honoe, which £he was very glad of, 
as it prevented him from aikiifig any quef* 
tion concerning her fitting up fo much 
beyond her cuftorti ; and ihe was not wil- 
ling to. fay any thing to him of her new 
gueftt *till (he liad talked farther with her^ 
and alfo examined into the truth of the 
affair^ which brought her thither. 

. The more (he refle(5ted on the Account 
that lady .had giveft of herfelf, the lefs rea« 
fon ihe foun^ to give credit to fome paf- 
fages in it|i -^ (he could .not think that a 
prince, fuch as the Duke De M-*-, would 
on a mere fuggeftion caft a woman out to 
niiiery and beggary, whom he had fa 
palfionately loved ; — and yet lefs could 
flie believe, that her brother, a man net 
fi^ry by nature^ could have a6ted in the 
manner (he bad reprefented» without a 
much greater provocation than what ihe 
pretended. 

K 2 ^t^\di^^ 
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Befides, the mercer bringing home 
goods fo late at night to a cuftomer, and 
being locked up with her, feemed fo in- 
confiftent wi^h innocence, that fhe could 
not help being of opinion, that the caofe 
muft be bad indeed, which had no better 
plea for its defence. 

It alfo afforded her a good deal of mat- 
ter for vexation, that by expreffing, in 
fuch warm terms, the great liking flic 
took of this lady, when they accidentally 
met at the mercer*s, ftie had encouraged 
her to make choice of her houfe for an 
afylum in her diftrefs, and by this means • 
rendered herfelf intcrefted in the concerns 
oiF a flranger, who, at the beft, it did not 
well become her to take part with. 

But her mofl: alarming apprehenfions 
were in relation to her brother :— — • flic 
knew not but if irritated to the high de- 
gree Mademoifelle de Roquelair had de- 
fcribed, he might in reality have been 
gviilty of fome ra(h adion, which might 
endanger his reputation . and even his 
life. 

Her mind being thus employed, it is 
eafy to believe fleep had little power over 
her eyes ; — late as (he went to bed, Ihe 
rofc pretty early in the morning, and im- 
patient 
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patient to know fomething farther of the 
tranfaftions of the preceding night, (he 
difpatched a fervant to her brother's houfe 
under pretence of enquiring after •his . 
health, not doubting, but by the anfwer 
he would bring, fhe fhould be able to 
form fome conjcfture, whether any thing - 
of the nature Mademoifelle de Roquelair 
feemed to apprehend, had really happened 
or not. 

The man returning with intelligence, 
that Mr. Thoughtlefs i^as very well, and 
not yet ftirring, gave her great confola- 
tion : •— (he then went up to the chamber 
of Mademoifelle, and after giving her the 
ufual falutation of the morning, fat down 
by her bedfide, and began to talk to her 
in this manner. 

* Madam,' faid (he, • I have been con- 

* fidering on your ftory, and as I fin- 

* ccrely pity the misfortunes to which 

* you have reduced yourfelf, fhould be 

* glad to know, by what method you 

* propofe to extricate yourfelf from them, 

* and what farther affiftance you require 

* from me, or is in my power to grant, 
« without adting unbecoming of my cha- 

* rafter. 

« I Ihould be utterly unworthy,* ati- 
K 3 {h^^x^^ 
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fwered the other weeping, * of tbc compaf- 

* fion you have fliewn, and even ol the 
^ life you have preferved, ftiould I entreat 

* apy thing of you, that might either inr 

* jure your reputation, or prejudice the 
f, good underflanding between you and 

* your brother : — As to my misfortunes^ 

* they are, alas ! paft remedy ; •— • 1 new 

* ther hope, nor fliaJl endeavour for a 

* reconciliation with Mr. Though ilcfs:-^ 
^ 1 have long fince been afhamed, and 
^ weary of the errors ^f mf condiiftf 
'« though. I waited ftre^girli of rcfidittidA 
' to reform them ; •— bwi- be ^ure4 
^ madam, I kvr^ ^.w no other wifli 

* than to pafs my future life in that cnly 

* retreat for wretcjics like myftlf^ -^ • 

* monaftery.* 

Her ftreaming eyes, — her moving 
accent, and above aH^ the feemtng con- 
trition fhe exprefled for her faults, raifed 
fuch a flow of tendernefs in the foul of 
Mrs. Munden, that (he refolved from that 
inftant to do every thing in her power to 
fave her. 

* As the religion of -your country,* 
faid (he, * and in which yp.u were bred, 

* affords a great number of thofe fafc 
^ and fure. afylums for perfons who have 

* m^c aa iU ufc of their' liberty, you 

• cannot. 
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*<:ann«)t^ inde^v'ild better than ta fly 

* to "feme oftif "of' tfteih* for refuge from 

* temptations, which you have too n)uch 

• experienc<*d tfti fttfce of ; — and if you 

• perfevfcr^ itt* this good diipofition, I will 

• end«aWurt;o ^^utc the means oS rcn-= 

* deving y<M able co atcomplifh fo laud- 

♦ able a'<leflre.' 

^ « Ah, madatm,* cried Mademoifelle dc 
Roqwtairi — • it lis all' I aflc of Heaven, 

* or ybur*^che Utcidentis of my life h^vc 
^ coHTin^ me) thei^e can be nd real 

* happiMik^ wkKeilC' virtue, and that the 

• moft certain defence of virtue is religion-, 
'• -^ if I could now flatter myfelf with 

*'tbe means of being l-cceived within thofe 
^ facrffd walls, from which the fatal love 

* of Mr. Tfboughtlefst drew me, I fliould 

• think my gttifdian angel had not quite 
^•forfoofc mc/ 

On this, the good-natured believing' 
Mrs. Munden feid many kind things txy 
her, -*— made hcf take feme refreftment, 
as (he lay in bed, iii' which fhe advifed her 
to continue fon)^ time, and endeavour to 
compofe herfelf tt^ ffeepj (he fecming to* 
ftand in need of it very much. — In going 
out of the ch^mber^- fhe told her ftie 
would return in a few hours; but if flie 
wanted any thiAg in the mean time, onr 
K 4 \xtx 
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her ringing a belfby herbedfide^ a maid 
fervant would immediately attend upon hen 

She was, indeed, bent to try all poffible 
methods for the accompli(hment ot what 
flie promifed j — ' How guilty foever 

* this unhappy woman is/ (aid (he with* 
in herfelf, — « my brother in commoti 

* juftice, ought at leaft to leave her in 

* the fame condition in which he found 

* her, — fhe was then going to a nunnery, 
^ and it is now his duty toie^d.her to 

* one ; for it cannot; bp cxpe£|^ her fa- 
' thtr will make a f«cond offer of tto 
•fort.* 

With thefe reflexions, tc^ether with 
others on the manner in which it would 
be moft proper to addrefs Mr. Thoughtlefs 
on this fcore, was her mind taken up, 'till 
the hour (he imagined he mJghc be ftir- 
ring •, — the difturbances, which muft ne- 
ceflfarily have happened in his family the 
night before, made her fuppofe he might 
lie longer than ufual •, but (he chofe rather 
to wait a while for his ridng, than hazard 
Jofing the opportunity of fpeaking to him, 
by his being gone abroad. 

That gentleman had, in faft, pafTed the 
moft , difagreeable night he had ever 
known : — he had loved Mademoifelle de 

Ro- 
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Roquelair with fuch an extravagance of 
fondnefs, that he had fometimes been even 
prompted by it to marry her j but the 
too great warmth of her conftitution, and 
the known inconftancy of her temper, as 
often deterred him from it, and alfo made 
him reftrain her from many of thofe Li- 
berties he would otherwife have allowed 
her:— -he had thought himfqif no lefs 
fecure cf her perfon, than (he always pre- 
tended he was of her heart, — and now to 
jfind all his tendernefs for her abufed, 
all his precautions fruftrated, might well 
raife in him paffions of the moft'defpe- 
rate kind. 

The inclinations of this woman were, 
in reality, too vicious to be bound by any 
obligations, or withheld from their gra- 
tifications, by any of the methods takea 
for that purpofe: — fhe loved variety, ^ — 
fhe longed for change, without confuhing 
whether the objeft was fuitable or nptj — 
the mercer had a perfon and addrefs 
agreeable enough ; — he was of an amo- 
rous complexion, and readily improvedi 
the advances fhe made him : — he fre- 
quently came to her under the pretence of 
bringing patterns of filks, or other things 
in his way of trade ; — and all this, as 
(he imagined, without raifing any (ul- 
picion in the family •, — no interruydoa 
K 5 Vv«v^^^wc\^ 
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happening in their repeated interviews, 
(he fometimes kept him with her 'till near 
the hour in which Mr. Thoughtlefs ufually 
came home, which was fcUom 'till one or 
two o'clock. 

But on this unlucky night it fo fell out, 
that a very ill run of play, and the lofi 
of all the money he had about him, 
brought him home much fooner than 
was his cuftom •, — a fervant being at the 
door, prevented his knocking, fo that 
the lovers had not the leaft notice how 
hear be was to them. — He went diredly 
into his dreffing-room, which was back- 
wards on the ground floor, and fat mu- 
fing for feme time, — calling up the fumS 
he had loft,; — curfing fortune within hinv- 
felf, and protefting never to touch acard^ 
or throw a dice again^ when on a fuddiea 
he was alarmed with the found of a man's 
voice laughing very heartily ; — he ftampt 
with his foot, and a fervant immediately 
coming up, * Is there any company 

* above?' demanded he haftily ; — * None, 

* fir, but ^he mercer that comes to ma^ 

* dam with filks,' replied the man, — ' A 

* mercer at this time of nighr/ cried Mr.. 
Thoughtlefs, — ' how long has he been 

* here? ' I cannot tell, exa6Hy, fir/ 

faid he, « but I believe, three or four 
« hours :' * A long vifir, and on bu- 

* fineii 
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« fineft too!' refumed ]VIr. Thougbtlefs . 
and after a little pauft,, — r * Go,' conti* 
nusd he, ' t)id Mademoifellb de Roquelair 

• come down to me.' 

If this unfaithful woman had been but 
millrefs of artifice enough to have made 
any one of the family her friead^ (he 
would certainly have been told, that Mr. 
Thoughdefs was come home, and her gal- 
lant might * eafily have fljpt out of the 
houfe, without his knowledge; — but on 
the contrary, her imperious behaviour to- 
wards them, fet them all in general againft 
her :— this fellow in particular, whom (he 
had ufed. worfe than the reft, rejoiced that 
his maimer was likely to find out what he 
wilhed him to know, but never durft. ac- 
quaint, him with. 

On his going up ftairs, he found they 
were fliut in the bedchamber, and running 
to his mafter with this account, — * Locked 
« in the chamber,* faid Mr. Thoughtltls, 
ftarting up ! — ' Yes, fir,* anfwered the ft?r- 
vartt, « and nobody would an fwer, though' 

• I knocked' two or three times j'-^ which 
*'by the way, if he did at all, it was too. 
Ibftly for them to hear. 

* Confufion !' cried Mr. Though tlefs,'. 

now worked up to the higheft pitch of 

K 6 ^^.^V^^^a* 
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jealous rage, * PU try if they will open 
• to me.* — With thefe words he drew his 
fword, and flew up flairs, burft open the 
door, and rufhcd into the room with all 
•the fury of an incenfed lion. — The afto- 
xiiftied guilty pair had neither thought nor 
means to efcape ; — the lover, on the 
firft burft of the door, jumped out of 
the window into the yard-,-— Mademoi- 
felle ran fcreaming to one corner of the 
room 5— • Abandoned woman/ cried Mr- 
Thoughtlefs, ' your punifhment fliall be 
' the fecond courfe / — then, followed by 
his man with lightss ran in purfqit of the 
perfon who had injured him. 

^ This unhappy woman not daring to 
ftand the tempeft of his rage, when he 
Ihould return, took the opportunity of his 
having quitted the chamber, to make her 
efcape, — though at the time (he did fo, as 
ihe had truly told Mrs. Munden, fhe nei- 
' ther knew where, nor to whom (he (hould 
apply for refuge. 

The mercer, in the mean time, was 
found by Mr. 'Thoughtlefs, but in a con- 
dition more exciting pity than revenge ; 
the poor man had broke both his legs 
with his fall, and was otherv;ife very 
much hurt, but on feeing on whom, and 
in what manner he was approached, the 

terror 
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terror of immediate death made him 
exert all the (trength that was left in him» 
to cry out for paidon; which word he re* 
peated over and over in the mqft lament- 
able tone that could be ; — Mr. Thought- 
lefs, on this, turned haftily away, bidding 
bis fervants raife and carry him into the 
hall, where a chair being prefently brought, 
he was put into it, and fent home to 
make the beft excufe he could to his 
wife for th« mifchief that had happened 
to hkn. 

Every room was afterwards fearched 
for Mademoifelle de Roquelair, but (he 
not being found, and a maid-fervant re- 
membering, that in the midft of the con- 
fufion the ftreet-door had been left open, 
the flight of that lady was not to be 
doubted. 

Though thefe diftuibances had taken 
up the greateft part of the night, Mr, ' 
Thoughtlefs was able to enjoy little repofe 
after going tp bed, and rofe rather fooner 
than ufual 5 — he was up and dreffed, 
when his lifter came, but was a good deal 
furprized to be told of her being there, as 
Ihe had never vifited him before without 
a^ormal invitation. 

'Good morrow, my dear fifter/'faid 
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he, as. foon as fhe was introduced,^ • thisr 
« is a favour' quite uncxpedled 5 - — pray^ 
« what bring? yoti abroad thus early ?^ — . 
*- You men/ anfwcred (he, • who keep 

* fuch late hours, may well think it early y 

* but for ITS women, who live more re- 

* gularly, it is^ no wonder to fee usr 

* breathe the morning ah* : but I af- 

* fure you, I rofe fomewhat fooner than 

* ordinary to-day on your account ;'i — 
•'On mine ! — ^ as how pray?* demanded 
he/ • I am come anfwered Ihe^ to foli- 

* cit in behalf of a perfon who has fallen 

* under your difpleafure, — Madcmolfelle 
^ de Roquelair.' 

* Mademoifellc de Roquelair!* cried 
^he, haftily interrupting her, * what 

* knowledge have' you of that infamoiis 

* creature ?' — ftie then ingenuoufly related" 

* to him, how they had met by accident 

* at the mercer's, — the ofier fhe had 

* then made of her friendfliip, and how^ 

* as (he fuppofed, emboldened by that 

* miftaken encouragement^ (he had flown 

* to her houfe for (belter the preceding 

* night : — VYou fee how dangerous it is,* 
faid he, * to make friend Sip at firft 
*'fighti but furely the- wretch cannot flat- 
« ter herfelf with the leaft diftant hope of 
♦a reconciliation?* 

^ Far 



MISS ^ETSY THOirGftTLESS.^of 

* Far be it from me, fii^ replied Mrs/ 
Mundcn very gravely, ' to become the 
^ negociator of fuch a treaty, or even to 

* attempt a vindication of her behaviour, 
« .^ no^it is your own honour, for which 
^ alone I ain. concerned, and that I think 
^ requires you fliould fend her to a mo- 
^ naftery, fince, as fhe fays, you deprived 

* her of the opportunity of entering into 

* we/ - ^ 

* All mere pretence,' cried he -, — ^ tis 
« true there was fome* talk of fuch a 

* thing, but flie has inclinations of a dift^ 
^ferent fort.* — To which Mts. Mundcn 
replied, * that inclinations, though never 

* fo corrupt, might be reformed by rear 
*• fon, advcrfity and experience j -— that 
*.(he hoped her penitence was fincere, 

* and what before was her averfion, was 
< now become her choke.* — She then 

* urged the requeft fhe came upon in 

* terms fo moving and pathetic, that Mn 

* Thougbtlefs, irritated as he was, could 

* not withftand the energy of her words :. 
-^ he told her he would confider oi\ 
what (he had faid, and give his anfwer the 
next day ; but in the mean time^defired, 
(he would advife her unworthy gueftto 
fend for her baggage immediately, fay- 
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ing, he would have nothing in his houfe 
that fhould remind him of her. 

Mrs. Munden pretty well fatisfied with 
having obtained thus much, took her 
leave, and returned to Mademoifelle de 
Roquclair, with an account of what fhe 
had done. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Contains a moft /hocking inftanu of infidelity and 
ingratitude, 

MAdemoifelle de Roquelair, on find- 
ing how far the good nature of 
Mrs. Munden had made her iriterefl herfelf 
in her behalf, exprefled the tranfports of 
her gratitude in terms which gave fome 
pain to the modefty of that lady to re- 
ceive : — ' What 1 have done, faid fhe, is 

* to promote the caufe of virtue, and I 

* hope my endeavours that way, wiJ not 

* be loft on your account,' * You are 

* all goodnefs, replied the other, ' but I 

* blufh to think, that being already in- 

* debted for fo many favours, I muft ftill 

bebomc 
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' become your petitittoner for more ; — — 
•'though 1 have hved fifteen months in 
^ this town, I am a perfedt ftranger to 

* the greateft part of it, quite un- 

* acquainted with its cuftoms, and know 

* not where, and in what manner to addrefs 

* myfelf for lodgings : — in the 

' midft of my diftraftions, I found (belter 

* under your hofpitablc roof 5 may 

* I prefume to flatter myfelf with the 

* continuance of that charitable protedtion, 
**till I rieceive an anfwcr fronai Mr, 
5 ThoughtJefs f • 

Mrs. Munden pauf^d a little at this 
requeftj but thinking it would be cruel 
in this diftrefs to have recourfc to ftfan- 
gers, and to whom flic could communi- 
cate nothing of her mind, made this reply : 
-^* Though it would be highly inconve- 
« nient, Madam,* faid flie, ' for you to 

* remain in my houfe for any length of 
« time, yet as, in all probability, your af- 

* fairs will be determined in a few days, 

* 1 would not have you think of leaving 

* me, *till you are prepared to leave thc^ 
« kingdom j — pleafe therefore,* conti- 
« nued flie, • to make an inveptory of vfhat 
/ things you have at my br6ther*s, and I 
^ will give orders for their being brought 
« direftly hither/ 
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Mademoifelle de Roquelair was begin-' 
ning to give fomc frefh teftimonies of tke 
ifenfe (he bad of this iaft obligation^ bufr 
Mrs Munden would not fufFer her to 
proceed > and pointing to a &ndi(b that 
ilood on the table, defired her to wrke 
the memorandums (he had mentioned •,— 

* Obedience, madam, is better than facri- 
^ fice,* faid the other, and immediately 
^ did as (be was direded ^ -^ after v/bkcb 

* Mrs. Munden went dowa to- giVQ dio- 

* orders (he had promifed. 

r 

She leat this iavcntory by her own; 
man,} and inftrudbd him. to procure per- 
ions for bringing thhher every thing be* 
longing to Mademoiielle de Roquelair^ 
but as this could not be done, and thac 
lady drefsM before the hour of dining, 
which was juft at hand, (he judg^ it 
improper (he (hould appear a& table, 'till 
(he could do fo with greater decency 5 — 
Ae therefore bid one of the maids prepare 
ibmething apart, and ferve it up to her iti 
her owrt chamber, 

She then' began to confider what &» 
fhould fay to Mr. Mundea io^ relation to 
this afTdr 5 — (he knew not buc he mi^c 
already be apprized of what had paflTed, 
or if even he were not fo, (he thought it 

would 
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would be impoffible to keep her in the 
hoiife without his privity, — fo rcfalve(J 
to be quite open in the affair. 

She was right in her conjefture, — — 
Madem^ifelle de Hoquelair had happened 
to ring the bell for fomethmg (he wanted i 
—Mr. Munden hearing it, and knowing 
his wife was abroad, afked who was above, 
and this queftion occafioned the man, wh(> 
was then^ dr effing htm, to give an accountt 
as far as was in his power to do, of the 
laft night's accident. 

This a little furprifcd. him, y«t not 
enough to keep him from the Park, where 
1^ cooftancly walked every day an hour 
or two before dinner j but oa his return; 
hcimioediately interrogated his wife, coiU 
zeroing her new gueit: on wl.ich Ihe 
told him, without the leaft referve, every 
circumflance of this traniadion : -— he 
liftened attentively to what ihe faid, but 
teftified neither any diflike,- or approba- 
tion of her conduft in this refpecl : 

he faid no more to her after (he had done 
fpeaking, but behaved with the fame fu!- 
len Gtence he had always done fmce her 
adventure with Lord *♦♦*, and as foon as 
dinner was over, went out to pafs the re- 
mainder of the day, and bed part of the 
flight, according to cuftom. 
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Mrs. Munden^s good-^nature would not 
fuffer her to go abroad the whole after- 
noon, — (he paffed all the hours *till bed- 
time, with Mademoifelle de Roquelair, 
and did every thing in her power, both 
to comfort her in the affliction (he was 
under, and to fortify her in the good re* 
/olution (he feemed to have taken : — 
the next morning (he received, as (he 
expelled, the following billet from her 
brother/ 

To Mrs. MuNDEN* 

^« Dear Sifter, 

«^ IN compliance with your defires^ 
•' and to be certain of getting eternally 
<' rid of the fight of a woman who has 
^' fo much abufed the kindnefs I had for 
*' her, I confent to grant her requcft of 
** being enabled to go into a monaftery : 
•' a friend of mine has great dealings with 
•* a merchant at Boulogne, — I will fee 
*' him this afternoon, and pay iAto his 
•' hands the lum which I ^m told is fuf- 
** ficient for that purpofe : — if you give 
«' yourfelf the trouble to call on me to- 
*' morrow morning, I will give you his 
" order for her receiving it on her ar- 
*' rival. — I cannot think of entering 

«* your 
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^* your houfe) while (he is in it, but am 
\^ always, 

« Dear fifter, 

" Your aflfeftionate brother, 

" T. Thoughtless. 

Mrs, Munden having imparted the 
contents of this letter to Mademoifelle de 
Rpqueiair, Ihe feemed as much content, 
as a perfon in her circumftances could 
be *, (he dined below that day, and Mr. 
Munden treated her with the fame po- 
litenefs and compiaifahce he always ufcd 
towards perfons, over whom he had no 
power. 

The next morning did not fail of car- 
rying his fair wife to her brother's, about 
the hour in which fhe imagined he would 
cxpeft her, but on the moment of her 
entrance, fhe had the mortification of 
being accqfled by him in thefe terms : 

• My dear fifler, faid he, * I was juft 

* going to fend to you, to prevent your 

• giving yourfelf this needlefs trouble. — — 
^ '1 he gentleman I went to is out of town, 

< and will not return thefe two days : fo 

< nothing can be done in this woman's 

* affair *till he comes back.'— She told 
him (he was extremely forry, ^ becaufe^ 
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fsLid (he, « delays ate fometifnes dangeroosY 

• but J hepe, my dear brother, no fixrond 
« confiderations will roake you fruftrate 

• the good intentions of this unhappy pc- 
« nitent.' — * No, no/ cried he, « I wilh 
« (he may perfevere in them, as ftedfaftly^ 

• as I (hall to the promife I have made.* 
Satisfied with this afTurance, (he took her 
leave, little fufpcding,- while (he was la- 
bouring with all her might in this good 
office, that cruel and ungenerous recurn» 
which was about to be made for her 
compaflion. 

Mr. Munden bad feen Madenm(eUe de 
Roquelait no more than once, but that 
once was fufficient to make him become 
enamoured ; -— her beauty fired him, — 
the knoY^ wantonnefs of^^ her inclinations 
encouraged him, — he fcarce doubted of 
fuccefs, but in cafe of a failure, and if (he 
IboUld even acquaint his wife with his at- 
tempt, her character furnifhed him with 
the pretence of having made it only to 
try how far her converfion was fincere. 

He therefore he(itated not a moment 
if be (hould endeavour the accompii(k* 
pient of his defires, and for the doing 
fo, no time was to be lofV, as (he was fo 
fuddenly to departs Mrs. Munden was 
no fooner gone out^ than Hie went foftlf 

up 



MISS BETSY THDUaHTLESS. %ii 

up flairs to the chamber of this too lovely 
and lefs more virtuous ftranger ; fhe was 
fittiDg in a penfive ppfturCf leaxiing hec 
head upon ner hana» when he cacne in^ 
but rore to receive him with that xefpeft, 
which (he thought due from her to the 
hulband of her protedrefs. 

After the ialutations of the moromg 
were over, • Is it pqflible,' cried he, ta-^ 
king one of her hands, and looking ear* 
neftly on her face/* that fuch youth, fuch 

* beauty, charms in fuch profufion, fhould 

* be condemned to a clpyft^r! — no,, it 
< can never be, — all tlip powers of love 
*. ^nd pleafure, forbid you to make fo un^ 

* natural a choice/ —Transited and 
amazed at hearing him fpeak m this man- 
ner, (he could not forbear telling him with 
her eyes, that her thoughts correfponded 
with' his words, but willing her tongue 
ihould preferve the decency of the cha- 
radef fhe feld affumed, at leaft *till he 
Ihould make a farther delaration of his 
fentimehts : — * If I were, indeed, an- 
fwered (he, ^ all that can be dcfcribed of 

* beautiful, I could not fure be an ofieriog 

* too amiable for heaven.' 

« Heaven never gave you thcfe perfec- 

* tions,* refumed he, • to be concealed in 
f a dark loncfom^ cell : — - thofc rpek- 
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lips of yoiirs were never formed to 
fs the feet ot a cold lifelefs image, or 
^ pour forth oraifons to unhearing faintSf 

* but to make bleft fome warm, — fome 

* happy he, who knowa, and has the 

* power of returning the raptures they 

* beftow/ — Thefe laft words were attended 
with fuch vehement and repeated pref- 

* fures of the lips he praifed, as Icrt her 
no room to doubt the aim of his defires, 
as did the manner of receiving them alfo 
convince him of his fucccfs. 

* But are you in earned refolved.to be 4 

* nun ?• replied he : * Since fate will havQ 

* it fo,* replied (he, with a deep figh^ an4 
a look fo languifbing, and fo fweet, as 
pierced his very foul : — « Make me your 

* fate then,* cried he impatiently, — • 

* be mine, and not all the faints in the ka- 

* lender fhall fnatch you from me ;* •— — 

* You are then, you muft ijp my fate,' 

* faid fhe, * returning his embrace with 

* equal eagernefs,* — ' you have the power 
« of fate, and arc no lefs refiftlefs, — ^ 

* henceforth I'll fcek no other heaven but 
« your love, your breafl my altar^ an4 

* your arms my celL 

It will be eafily fuppofed, that after 
this, (he refufed no litjerties he thought 
fit to taket -—nothing but the laft fa- 
vour 
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vour was wanting to compkte his wiflieS) 
and to that he would not venture to pro« 
ceedy for fear of an interruption, but they 
agreed to meet at the Portuguefe am- 
baflador's chapel at fix o'clock that fame 
evening. Mutual kifles and embraces 
having fealed the covenant, he went down 
to drefs, and left her to compofe her 
countenance againft Mrs. Munden's re« 
turn« 

This very wicked woman, who had 
never any real thoughts of going into a 
monaftery^ and only intended to appro- 
priate the money (he expefted from Mr. 
Thoughtlels, to fuch ufes as might in- 
duce fome man of fortune to make choice 
of her for a miftrefs, now gave herfelf 
little pain, whether he granted her requcft 
or not, imagining (he had found in Mr. 
Munden all fhe wifhed for, or could hope 
in a gallant. 

She affefted, however, to Mrs. Mun- 
den, to be under fome concern for this 
delay of her intended journey, but faid, 
(he would employ the time (he (laid, in 
fuch afts of devotion, as (hould beft pre- 
pare her to become a member of that fa- 
cred fociety, which fhe foon hoped to be 
among : * I have not been,' added fhe, 
* for a long time at confeffion, but I 

Vol. IV. L ^ nhW 
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^ will go this afternoon, and eafe tAji 
*' confcience of its load of guilt.. 

Thus itftpioufly did (he profane the 
name of religion, by making it the veil 
to cover the moft fhameful depraviries ef 
nature. — On the arrival pf the appointed 
hour, with looks of fanftity, taa a he^ 
full of impurity, fhe hafted to the place 
of rendezvous j the punftual Mr. Munden 
waited for her at the chapel door, and 
condufted her where they had all the free* 
dom they could wifh of indulging their 
vicious inclinations. 

They broke oflf this firft amorous in- 
tercourfe much fooner than either of them 
defired ; Mademoilelle de Roquelair not 
being able to find a plaufible excufe to 
make to Mrs. Munden for Haying beyond 
the time, which her pretended devotions 
might be reafonably fuppofed to take up; 
but to attone for this misfortune, a ftra- 
tagem was contrived between them, not 
only tor their meeting next day, but alio 
for their continuing together a much longer 
time, — it was thus - 

She told Mrs. Munden, that the re- 
verend father, to whom (he had confefledy 
informed her, that a young lady pf a very 
worthy family in England, having pafied 

her 
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her year of probation at a monaftery at 
Bologne, and returned hither only to take 
an eternal leave of her friends, and of the 
world, was now juft ready to go back, in 
order to be initiated 5 — * To this family/ 
added fhe, ^ the good father has offered to 
^ introduce me to-morrow, and if the 
• young lady approves of my being the 

< companion of her voyage, as he aflurei 

< me flie certainly will, hqm happy (hall I 
« think myfelf.* 

The truth of all this not being fuf* 
pefted by Mrs. Munden, (he congratu^* 
fated her upon it ; it i« eafy to deceive 
the innocent, — but it n^ft be owned, 
this wicked woman h^d fubtlety enough 
to have impofed on a perfon more Ikillcd 
irt the artifices of the world, than was 
the amiable lady on whom fhe praAifed 
it. 

But not ,to detain iche reader's attention 
on fo ungrateful a fubjedt, I fhall only fay^ 
that one aiUgnation was ftill produ(5live 
of another, and the credulity of the in* 
juied wife ;ferv.ed only as a matter of mirth 
to the tranig^flit^ hulband, and his guilty 
partner. 

But now the time was come when thefe 

Subterfuges muft neceflarily be at an end, 

L 2 ^x 
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or become too grofs not to be feen thro*. 
Mr. Thoughtlefs had feen his friend, — 
had paid the money into his hands^ and 
received a bill from him on the mer- 
chant at Bologne ; when he delivered it 
to Mrs. Munden, — « Sifter/ faid he, 

• this paper will entitle your gueft to the 

• receipt of three hundred louis-d'ors, on 

• her arrival at Bologne, but I expert yoU 
« will oblige her to depart immediately,'. 

• for it is neither confident with your it- 

< putation to k^ep her in your houfe, 
^ nor with my peace of mind, chat fliis 

• ihould continue in the kingdom.* To 
which (he replied with a fmile, •That 

• there was nothing more certain than that 

< his commands in this point would be 

• pundbuall]^ obeyed.* 

This lady" was rejoiced at having ac- 
complifhed what fhe thought fb good a 
work-, but having perceived in Made- 
moifclle de Roquelair fome abatement of 
her firft eagernefs for a religious life, (he 
thought proper on giving her the bill to 
repeat to her the words her brother had 
faid on that account ; to which the other 
cooly anfwered, * Your brother. Madam, 

• need be under no apprehenfions of my 
« offending him in this point, or giving 

• y%t any farther trouble/ 

Thii 
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« 

This, though no more than what the 
lovers expefted, was yet a dreadful fhock 
to thetn both : great part of the time ihcy 
were together that evening, was taken up 
in talking of it, Mademoifdle de Roque- 
lair proteftedi that death was lefs cruel 
than being torn from her dear Munden 
thus early, — thus in the infancy of their 
happinefs ; and gave fome hintsi that (he 
wilhcd he would hire private lodgings 
for her ; but (he knew little of the tem- 
per of the man (he had to deal with : -*- 
he loved her ^ a miftrefs, but hated the 
expence of keeping her as a miftrefs, he 
therefore evaded all difcourfe on that 
head, and told her that he fancied that by 
pretences, fuch as already had been made, 
(he might ftiU continue in the houfe, — 

* means at leaft,' faid he, * may be found 

• out to protraft our mutual misfortune, 
. * and give us more time to confider what 
. * we have to do.' 

She agreed, however, to make the ex- 
perimenty and poor Mrs. Munden was 
impofcd upon by fome, new invention 
from one day to another, for upwards of 
a week, but at lafl: beginning to fear there 

. was fomething more at the bottom of 
thefe delays than was pretended, and her 

. brother having fent twice ia that dvxv^^ X55 
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know if his defines had been complied 
with, ihe rcfolved at once to put a period 
to inconveniencies, which (he thought flic 
could fb eafily get rid of. 

Mademoifelle de Roquelair having 
flayed abroad extremely late one night» 
(he took the opportunity of her haiving 
done fo, of fpeaking more plainly to her 
than her good-nature and complaifance 
had hitherto permitted her to .do ; — (he 
went up to her chamber next morning« 
and with an air which had fomethmg of 
fevcrity in it, « You keep odd hours, 

* madam,* faid (he, * for a perfon who 
^ afFedls to be fo great a penitent ; but I 
< fuppofe you are now prepared to eafe 

* me of all concern on your account : — 

* I (hall trouble you no longer,* cried the 
other, « 'till the young lady I told you 

* of is ready to depart.* — * You will do 

* well,* refumed Mrs. Munden, • to re^ 

* main with her till (he is fo, for, ma- 

* dam, I muft infid on your removal 

* hence this day.* — • Yoii will not turn 

* me out of doors ?* cried Mademoifelle 
de Roquelair. —— * I hope you will not 

* oblige me to an aft, (b contrary to 

* my nature,* replied Mrs. Munden*—— 

* Say rather contrary to your power** re- 
turned that audacious woman, and com- 
ing up to her wkh the moft unparallelled 

aHurancCt 
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affurance, * This houfe, which you forbid 

* me,' purfucd flie, ' I think Mr. Munden 

* is the mafter of, and I (hall therefore 

* continue in it 'till my convenience calls 

* me from it, or he (hall tell me I am no 

* longer welcome.' 

Impoflible is it to defcribe, and diffi- 
cult even to conceive Mrs. Munden's 
^ftonifl)n>eflrt at thefe words : — to hear a 
^oman thus doubly loaded with guilt 
and.obligations,-^a woman, who but A few 
days pad had been prpftrate at her feet, 
inopIoFipg pity and pretedion, now all 
at once ungi^^K fully qonjemning th^ be- 
nefits flhe had received, and infolently 
defying the authority to which (he had 
flown for fhelter 5 — all this muft certain- 
ly give a (hock almoft beyond the ftrcngth 
^f human reafon to fuftain. . ■■ ' Mr. 
Munden, cried the injured fair one, wich 
a voice hardly intelligible, * Mr. Muri- 

* den 1' (he could utter no more, but flew 
down (tairs with fuch rapidity that her 
•feet fcarce touched the fteps. 

Mr. Munden was not quite ready to go 
out, — . (he found him in his dreffing- 
room, and throwing herfelf into a chair, 
half fuffocated with pa(rion, related to 
him, as well as (he was able, the manner 
L4 in 
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in which fhe had been treated 5 to whicR 
he replied, with a good deal of peevifli- 
ncffs, * Prithee do not trouble me with 

* thefe idle (lories, Mademoifelle de 

* Roquclair is your gucft, — I have no 

* concern in your little guarrels.** — — * I 

* hopej faid Ihe, • you will do me that 

* jultice which every wife has a right to 
« expeft, and convince the French hy* 

* pocrite, that I am too much the mif- 
« trefs of this houfe for any one to rc- 

* main in it without my permiffion.*— — 

* So you would make me the dupe of 

* your refentment/ rcfumed he (cornfuUyt 

* but pofhively I fliall not do a rude thing 

* to oblige you, or any body elfe.*— — In 
fpeaking thefe words, having now adjufted 
his drefs, he flung out of the room with* 
out giving her time to add any thing 
farther on a fubjedt he was wholly unpre» 
pared to anfwer. 

What perplexing whirl of wild ima- 
ginations muft fuch a behaviour from a 
bufband excite in a wife, confcious of hav- 
ing done nothing to provoke it: — — 
happy was it for her that love had the 
lead fliare in her refcntment ; — all her 
indifference could not enable her to fup- 
port, with any degree of patience^ fo 
palpable a contempt; —Ihe returned di* 
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reftly to her own chamber, where 
fliutring herfelf up, fhe gave a loofe to 
agitations too violent for words to re* 
prcfent. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Rtlatis fuch things as tht rtadtr wUl douhilejs 
think of very great importance^ yet will her e^ 
after bi found of much greater than he can at 
prefent imagine*. 

AFTER this much-injured wife had 
vented fome part of the overflow- 
ing paflions of her foul in tears and ex- 
clamations, fhe began to confider with 
more calmnefs, in what manner (he ought 
to behave in fo amazing a circumftance. 
—She had not the leaft propenfity in her 
nature to jealoufy, yet fhe could not 
think .that any thing lefs than a criminal 
correfpondence between her hufband and 
this French woman, could induce the one, 
or embolden the odher, to a£t as they had 
done towards her. 

L 5 • Neither 
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* Neither divine, nor human latv^,* 
faid ftie, * nor any of thofe obligatioris 

* by which I have hitherto looked upon 

* myfelf as bound, can now compel me 

* any longer to endure the cold neglefts, 

* the infalrs, the tyranny of this moft 

* ungrateful— moft perfidious man* ■ I 

* have difcharged the duties of my ftation; 

* J have fully proved I know how to be 

* a good wife, if he had known how to 

* be a even a tolerable hufband : wher«» 

* fore then fhould I hefitate to take the 

* opportunity, which this laft aft of bafe- 

* neJs gives me, of cafing myfelf of that 

* heavy yoke I have laboured under for fo 

* many cruel months.' 

She would not, however do any thing 
precipitately ; it was not fufficient Ac 
thought that fte fhould be juftffied to 
herfelf ; fhe was willing alfo to be jufti- 
fied in the opinion .of her friends : her 
brother was the firft perfon to be confulted, 
fhe refolvtd therefore to go immediately 
to him, but as it was neceffary to piA 
fome things in order before her departure, 
in cafe (he (hould return no more, flit 
called the maid, who always waited on 
her in her chamber, to affift her on this 
occallon. 

She 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 227 

She locked up her jewels, and what 
other trinkets flic had of value in an am- 
ber cabinet, and made her wearing ap- 
parel be alfo difpofcd of in proper utcn- 
f51?, leaving out only fome Jinnen, and 
other neceffaries for the prefent ufe, which 
:lhe aMb caufcdtobc packed up. — The poor 
maid, who loved her miftrefe deaiJy, and 
eafily gucfled the meaning of thefe pre- 
J)arations, could not refrain weeping all 
the time flie was thus employed ; — * Ah, 

* Madam,' cried (he, * what a fad thing 

* it is that married gentlemen will be fo 

* foolifh ! — hang all the French, I fay.' 

* — What do'ft mean, Jenny,' faid Mrs. 
MuncJen.? — « Ah, Madam,' teplied fhe, 

* I (hould have told you before, but that 

* I was afraid of making you uneafy ; 

* but fince I find you know bow things 

* are, I fhall make no fecrct of it : — 
« you may remember. Madam, that you 

* gave me leave laft Monday to go to 

* {ce my fitter, -^ (he lives in St. Mar- 

* tin's- lane, it would hare been nearer 

**.for me, indeed/ to have gone through 
"•the 'Mews, but I know not how ic 

* happened, I went by Charing- Oofs, 
.* and juft as I was going to crofs the 

* way, who (hould I fee pop out of a 
'• hackney coach, but my matter and this 
f French woman ; — they hurried togc- 

h6 ^ \>^RX 
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* ther, arm in arm, into a bagnio, — and 
^ you know, madam, fome of tbofe places 
^ have buc an ugly name i ...^ for my 
« part I was fo confounded, that I fcarcc 

* knew whether I flood upon my head, 

* or my heels ; but I did not fay a word 

< of what I had feen when I came home, 

* *till juft now John came down and told 
« us all how that wicked woman had 

* affronted you.* 

Mrs. Munden then recollcfted, that 
IVln Munden's man was in the room, 
when fhe related the behaviour of made- 
moifelle de Roquelair. which fhe now was 
not forry for, nor of the frcth proqfgivcQ 
her by this maid of the perfidy of her 
bufband. 

* * Well, Jenny,' faid fhe, ^ I am not 

* yet determined how I fhall proceed ; — 

* I am going to my brother s, and fliall 

* take Tom with me, — if I do not come 
^ back to night, he fhall bring you in« 

* ftrudlions what things to fend me^ — - 

< but in the mean time, fay nothing to 

* your mafter of what we have been talk* 
*ing. 

Mrs. Munden could not forbear ihed- 
Ing tears as (he was going into her chair, 
at the thoughts of this €xile, voluntary 

as 
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as it was fr^^^ houfe fiic had fo much 
right to calt^^^own •, but the poor maid 
roar'd out fo loud at feeing her depart, 
that it brought all the fervants out ot the 
kitchen to know what was the matter, 
which being told by Jenny, occafioned fo 
general a grief among them, for the lofs of 
fo good a miftrefs, that had Mademoifelle. 
de Roquelair remained in the houfe, and 
the fame fervants alfo been continued^ it i» 
pofllble ihe would have had little either of 
refpedt, or obedience from them. 

But fortune fpared this mortification, in 
order to inflift a much greater one on her 

ingratitude and treachery. Mr. Mun- 

den had not quitted the prefence of his 
wife many minutes before he began to 
refledl ferioufly on this accident •, — . he 
found it might prove a very vexatious one 
jf the confequences it feemed to threaten 
were not in time prevented : — he highly 
blamed Mademoifelle de Roquelair for her 
behaviour to Mrs. Munden, not fo much 
becaufe it might give that lady room to 
.fufpeA in what manner he had wronged 
her, as becaufe it plainly (hewed, that the 
other intended to pin herfelf upon him, 
and oblige him to fupport her ; a thing 
which did not at all fuit with her hu- 
mour : — he had gratified his paffion al- 
iuoft to a furfeit, — a very little longer 
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time would have made him heartily wifh 
to get rid of her, as he had eyer done to 
gain her j and although it could not be 
faid he was as yet altogether cloyed with 
the pleafures Ihe fo laviflily bellowed, yet 
a little examination into the extent of his 
inclinations, convinced him, that he could 
bear the lofs of her for ever without pain. 

While the blood runs high, and defirc is 
rampant for pofleffion, prudence is of little 
force J but when the one begins to flag, 
the other refumes its empire over the 
mind, and never refts 'till it finds means to 
txitricve what it has loft :— he could now 
confider, that the money remitted to 
Bologne by Mr. Thoughtlefs, could be 
received by nobody but MademoifcUe de 
Roquelair herfelf, and that it was pro- 
bable, that gentleman, if told the ufagc 
had been given to his fifter, might be pro*- 
vokcd to recal his order, and prevent 
the p lyment of it at all •, — this feem'd, 
liowevcr, a plaufiblc pretence for petfuad- 
ing her to go away directly, and alfo for 
making a merit to his wit? of what he 
<lid. 

Having fully determined within himfelf 
how to proceed in this affair, he (hortened 
his morning's walk^ and came home fome 

hours 
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hours before the ufual time : — he was at 
firft a little fretted on being told Mrs. 
Munden was gon^to her brother's, not 
doubting but the errand on which (he 
went, was to complain of the treatment 
flie had received 5 but Jenny carefully 
concealing what her nriftrefs had faid to 
her, concerning her intentions of coming 
back no more, he pafled it lightly over, 
imagining her accusations and reproaches 
would ceafe, the objedt of them being once 
removed. 

He found no difficulty in prevailing on 
Mademoifellc de^Roquelair to go to 
Bologne. — Three hundred louis d'ors 
was too -tempting a fum to be forfeited 
merely for the want of a little jaunt, efpe- 
cially as {he confider'd, that fhe might 
accomplifli her bufmefs there, and return 
-to London within rfie compafs of a very 
few days, and he told her, that he would 
hire lodgings for her againft her coming 
back. 

* Well then, my angel,* faid he, « no 
'< time is to be loft ; — ^as thi^ is not poft 

* day, if you let out immediately for 

• Dover, you may be at Bologne, and 

* have received the money before any 

• letter can reach that place to prevent it, 
^J.jfor it is very likely rfiat the ipite my 
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* wife has towards you, may work upon 

* the refentmcnt of her brother to at- 

* tempt fuch a thing/ — Every thing being 
concluded upon for this expedition, he 
went himfelf to procure a poft-chaife, ap- 
pointing her to meet him at a place he 
mentioned to her in an hour at fartheft* 

As he had promifed to fend all her bag- 
gage to the lodgings which he (hould 
provide for her reception, (he had nothing 
to do but to pack up fome few neceffarics 
to take with her. — This little work 
being foon over, a hackney coach car- 
ried her to the houfe that had been 
agreed upon, where fhe faw a poft-chaifc 
already at the door, ^nd the diligent 
Mr. Munden waiting for her coming :— • 
as Ihe propofcd to reach Canterbury that 
fame night, and it was then paft two 
o'clock, the lovers were obliged to take a 
very hafty leave. 

This double deceitful man having a 
farther view in what he did than they had 
any notion of, told her at parting, that 
it would be proper for her to day at 
Bologne 'till (he received a letter from hisi 
with an account in what itreet, and part 
of the town the lodging; he (hould pro- 
vide for her were fituated, to the end (be 

might 
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might come direftly into them on her 
arrival ;— be fpoke this with an air fo full 
of tcndernefs and care for her repofe, that 
flie had not the leaft furpicion of his 
drift, and replied, that (he would not 
fail to do as he advifed, but defircrd he 
would be as ipeedy as poffible in writing 

to her J « for,' cried (he, embracing 

him, * I . (hall think every day a 

* year 'till I return to the arms of my dear 

* Mundcn.* 

Having thus in reality difcarded hh 
miftrefs, though without her knowing he 
^ad done fo, he went home, in oxder to 
boaft to his wife of the complaifance he 
had Ihewn to her in this affair, but finding 
(he was not yet come back, he called for 
her maid, and bid her tell her the moment 
fhe (hould return, that he had complied 
with her rcqueft, and made the French 
woman go out of the houfe. ^ 

After having faid this, he went out 
again, and c^me not home 'till late at night, 
when he was confounded beyond mtafure 
on finding a letter from Mrs. Munden, 
which had been left for him by her own 
footman in the beginning of the evening, 
and contained thefe lides : 

■ ■':: To 
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To Mr. MuNDEN. 

« Sir, 

* AS you cannot but be fenfible, thai 

* the mutual engagements between us 

< have been firidly adhered to on my 
' part, and almoft in every particular hU 

< fificd on yours, you ought not to be 
^ furprifed, that I have at laft refolved to 
« put a final end to a way of life fo un^* 

* pleafing in the eyes of heaven^ and fo 
^ difagreeable to ourfelves ;-— »it never was 

* in my power to make you truly Jiappy, 
^ nor m your will to make me even toler 
« able eafy 5 — I therefore fly for ever 

* from your ill ufage, and once more put 

* myfelf under the proteflJon of my 

< friends, to whom I alfo fhall commit 
^ the care of fettling with you the terms 

* of our feparation, which being once 

* agreed upon, you will not be troubled 
« cither with the complaints, or the re- 

* proaches, of 

^ Your much injured wife, 

* B. MUNDEM* 

« P. S. I have removed nothing out of 

• your houfe but what was my own be- 
< fore marriage/ 
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Upon enquiring farther into the matter, 
be was informed that Mrs. Munden had 
indeed removed a large India chcft, a bu- 
reau cabinet dreffing-table, and in, fine, 
^very thing that belonged4mmediately to 
herfelf, and alfo th^t his family was now 
redticed to two, hct own man and* maid 
having followed her* 

All this convincing him how much (he 
was in earneft, involved him in the moft 
perplexing cogitations j -— not that he re* 
gretted the parting with her through any 
remains of affeftion, or that his hardened 
heart was touched jyvith a jufl: fenfibility of 
her merit, or with' any repentance of his 
ill treatment of her, but that he knew fuch 
an afi^air muft neceflarily be attended with 
fome noiie and confufion, and in many 
refpeds give him a good deal of embarrais- 
ment : — it was therefore thefe two laft rea* 
fons, which alone determined him to make 
ufe of all his artifice to bring about a fecond 
reconciliation. 

That beautiful lady in the mean time 
had! thoughts much more compoled 1 — 
her brother had received her in the moft 
affeftionatc manner,— had approved of her 
condud in regard to her unfaithful huf* 
• i^and, ««-liad affured her of tht c^i^^- 
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nuance of his friend (hip and protefbion^ 
and before (he could rcquefl it of him, in- 
vited her, and fuch of her fervants as fhe 
chofe jthould attend her, to rehiain in his 
houfe as long as fhe (hould think fit.-— He 
. defired her to take upon her the fole com*- 
mand and management of his houfe and 
.family^ and afligned the beft apartment for 
her particular ufe : -r- in fine, he omitted 
nothing that might convince her of a fin* 
cere welcome. 

On difcourfing together concerning her 
obtaining a feparate maintenance, it was 
the opinion of them both, that Mr. Mark* 
land the lawyer fhould be advifed with, as 
be was a man who could not but be well 
experienced in fuch affairs, and accordingly 
a fervant was difpatched to that gentle* 
man, to defire he Ww^uld come to them tba 
next day. 

But though fhe had reafon to be highly 
: fatisfied with the reception given her by 
her brother, yet Ihe could not be quite eafy 
•till (he (hould hear what judgment her 
dear Lady Loveit wotild pafs on the ftep 
Ihe had taken. — She went the next morn- 
ing to pay a vifit at that lady's toylet,— 
fhe related to her fincercly every par- 
ticular of the provocation fhe had rc- 
ceived, the manner in which ihe had re- 

Cwted 
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fented it, and the refolutioii fhc had taken 
of living in an eternal (late of feparacion 
from fo bad a man; to which Lady Lo« 
veic replied, that though (he was extremely 
forry for the occalion, yet (he thought 
if ihe had a<%ed otherwife, it would 
have been an injuftice not only to herfelf, 
but to all wives in general, by fetting 
them aR example of fubmicting to thingsr 
required of them neither by law nor nature. 

This encouragement, from a lady of 
her known fcrupulous difpo(idon, made 
Mrs. Munden not doubt out (he. would 
be equally abfolved by Lady Trufty, and 
her brother Frank, to both whom (he 
wrote an account that evening of all (he 
had done. 

On her return from lady Loveit*s, (he 
found a letter from Mr. Munden in an- 
fwer to that (he had fent to him the day 
before: -—the contents whereof were as 
follow : 

To Mrs. Munden. 

< Madam, 

* THE unaccountablenefs of your be- 
^ haviour a(toni(hes me ! For heaven's 
^ fakC) how can you anfw^t v^ ^^\iA€& 
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• the having quitted your hufband's houfc 

• for fo trifling a pretence ? — It is true, 

< I did not at firft give much regard to 

< your complaint againft mademoifelle de 

< Roquelair, but on conliderlng it, I 
' obliged her to depart immediately.-— I 

• do aiTure you, Ihe fet out yelberday for 

< Dover, and I believe by this time is as 

< far as Calais, on her way to Bologne, fo 

< that there' now remains no excuie for 

• your abfenting yourfelf, and if you 

< ihould continue to do fo, it will be a 
« very plain proof, that you are cxtnemcly 
« wanting in that duty and aSbdion, 

• which the laws both of God and maa 

• exped from you.--But I flatter myfelf 
' that is not the cafe, and therefore expeft 
« you will return with all poflible cxpedi*. 

< tion to him, who will be always ready 

• to prove himfelf 

« Your mod aSedionate hufband, 

* G. MUNDEN." 

• P. S. I know not what you mean by 

* fettling terms of feparation j — a 

* wife who elopes from her hufband, 
« forfeits all claim to every thing that 

* is his, and can expert nothing from 
^ him 'till (he returns to her obedience i 

* but were it other wife, and the law 
^ were entirely on your fide in this 

f point. 
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* point, you' might be certain, that I 

* look upon the happineis of poflefling 
« you in too jull a light to be ealily 
^ brought into any agreement that 

* would deprive me of you.* 

Though Mr. Munden wanted not cun- 
ning in mofl: things, yet in writing this 
epiftle he feenoed not to conlider the fpirit 
or the penetration x)f his wife, who, he 
might have known, had too great a fliare 
of both, to be either intimidated by the 
majefterial air of fome of the exprefiions, 
or foothed by the fawning, unlincere com- 
pliments of the others. 

This vain attempt therefore only ferved 
to remind her of the many proofs ihe had 
received both of his ill nature and deceit 
towards her, inftead of weakening the re- 
folution (he had taken of not livins with 
him again, rather rendered it more^ong 
and permanent. 



CHAR 
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C H A P. XX. 

Mon ofthi /ami: 

MR. Markland did not^ like tocr 
many of his profeffion, ever flatter 
his clients with an aflurance of fuccefi in 
any caufe, of which he himfelf was doubt- 
ful :-— He plainly toid Mrs. Munden, that 
he feared not all the ill ufage fhe had fuf- 
tained would be fufficient to compel her 
hufband to allow her a feparate mainte* 
nance. ™ * Honour and generofity may 

* indeed/ added he, * oblige him to do 

* that, which I am very apprchcnfivc the 

* law will not enforce him to.* 

* Alas/ cried Mrs. Munden, burfting 
into tears, < if I can have no relief but 

* from his honour and generofity, I muft 

* be mifcrable.* — * Not fo, my dear fifter,* 

* faid Mr. Though tlefe, « while you have 

* a brother, who has it in his power to fup- 
« port you againft all the injuries of for- 
< tune, and the injuitice of a hufband (o 

* unworthy of you.' 

She 
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She thanked him in terms which fo 
aflfeftionatc an offer demanded from her, 
but could not help appearing very much 
dejeftcd at what Mr. Markland had faid to 
her •, on which, * Madam, faid he, though 

• the letter of the law may not be aJ- 

• together fo favourable for you in thii 

• point, as you certainly deferve, yet not- 
« withftanding that, and how refraftory 

• foever Mr. Munden may be in his prin- 

• ciples or difpofitions, I hope there may 
« be means found to bring him to do 
•you jufticc; — I will wait on him,—- 

• will talk to him in a proper manner, 

• and do flatter myfclf with being able to 
« give you a good account of what I 

• have done.' 

« 
It is not to be doubted but both the 
brothers and the fifter earneilly intreated 
he would exert all his abilities in an affair, 
which they eafily faw would be difficult 
enough to manage; but the anfwers of 
this honefl good-natured gentleman foon 
convinced them, that there was no need 
of any perfuafions to induce him to do 
every thing in his power for the fervice of 
ill-treated innocence. 

Mrs. Munden having told him, that 
about eleven o'clock was the moft certain 
Vol. IV' M \vc^^ 



242 THE HISTORY OF 

time for her hulband to be fpoke with, he 
went the next morning at that hour ; on 
fending up his name, Mr. Munden gueffed 
the errand on which he came, but that did 
not hinder him from ordering he (hould 
be introduced, nor when he was fo, from 
receiving him with that politenefs he al* 
ways ufed to ftrangers. 

Mr. Markland began with telling him 
he was extremely forry for the occafion 
on which he waited on him that morn^ 
ing, ' I little imagined,' faid he, « that 
« when I drew up the articles for a union 
« between you, fir, and Mrs. Munden, I 
« Ihould ever have been employed in 

< tranfafting a deed of feparation : — 
« but fince it has unhappily proved fo, 

* 1 hope at leaft it may be done as ami- 

< cably as the nature of the thing will 

* admit.' 

Mr. Munden at firfl afFefted to treat 
this propoful in a manner fomewhat ludi- 
crous ; but perceiving it was not well 
tala:n by the other, — ' You will pardpn 

* me, fir, cried he, * I proteil I am under 

* the grcateft confternation in the world, 
« that my wife fhould have the afTuiancc 

* to trouble a gentleman of your cha- 

* rafter on fo foolilh an afJair : — upon 

! iTiy 
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• my honour, fir, there is nothing in it 
! but mere whim, — caprice.* 



• 



< If I did not thinR it fufficiently feri- 
ous,* replied Mr. Markland, * and were 

* not alfo well convinced you will hereafter 

* find it fo, I fliould not have given either 

* myfelf or you the trouble of this viQt , 

* — but, fir,' continued he, * you may 
« depend, that the lady's complaints will 
« have their weight/ 

• All womanifh fpite, upon my foul, 
« fir,' refumed Mr. Munden ; * 1 defy her 

* to accufc me of any one aftion that 

* can juftify her quitting my houfe, much 

* lefs to prove any real injury received 

* from me, without which you know, 

* fir, there can be no pretence for fepa- 

* ration.' 



« You cannot as yet, fir, be lenfible 

/ what is in her power to prove/ faid the 

'lawyer; ' but God forbid this unhapjpy 

' :f diffcntion fhould ever come to that ; 

* for admitting fhe Ihould be wanting in 

• fuch proofs as the ftriftnefs of the law 
« requires in thefe cafes, the very at- 
< tempt mufl ncceflarily involve you in 

* an infinity of difquict. — Confider, fir,' 
purfued he, * when the aflfair^ of a familf 

♦ are laid open, and every difpute be- 

M 2 < VSNC^^ 
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* tween the hufband and the wife expofed 
« before a court of Judicature, or even ia 

* a petition to a Lord Chancellor, the 
« whole becomes a public talk, and fur- 

* nifhes a niaiter of ridicule for the un* 

* thinking fcoffers of the age/ 

< I can eafily prevent all this,** cried 
Mr. Mundcn haftily, * by procuring a 
« warrant from the Lord Chief Jufticc to 
« force her immediately home/ — « You 
« may certainly do fo,* cried Mr. Mark* 
land, with a half fmile ; — « but, fir, arc 

* you fure of keeping her at home, when 

* you have got her there ? — Is it not in 

* her power to leave you again the fame 

* day, — nay, even the fame hour iii 
•which you compelled her to return ? (o 

* that your whole time may be fpent in 

* an unavailing chace, — fomewhat of a 

* piece with the fable of the Sifiphcean 

* ftone, which as often as the driver 

* forced to the height he aimed at 
« rolled back to • its beloved defcent.- 

* In fhort, fir, as Mrs. Munden is det 

* mined to live apart, you have no wajj 

* to preferve her but by confinemciit] 

* and I appeal to your own judgmenC 

* how that would look in the eyes of the 

* world, and what occafion for complaint! 
« it would afford to all her friends, wbb 

« wouldl 
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k* would doubtlefs have a ftridl watch on 
I* your behaviour.* 

Thefe words threw Mr. Munden into 

. deep refverie, which the other would not 

[Interrupt, being willing to fee how far, 

this laft rcmonftrance had worked upoa 

'lim, *till coming out. of it, and vexed 

that he had (hewed any difcompofure, — 

Well, fir,' faid he, * if fhe refolvcs to 

perfift in this obftinacy, let her enjoy 

r her hunnour, I (hall give myfclf no pain 

r* about it-,— but flie muft not expcdt I 

J * Ihall allow one penny towards her main« 

E tcnancc.' 

It was on this head, that Mr. Markland 

found he had occafion to employ all the 

rhetoric he was ma^er of: — he urged the 

.unreafonablenefs, the injuftice, the cruelty 

of denying the means of fubfiftence to a 

, lady whofe whole fortune he enjoyed*, — 

^ !^faid, fuch a thing was altogether unprece- 

il' '-dented among perfons of condition ; and 

9 Ho prove what he alledged, produced 

many inftances of wives, who, on parting 

from their husbands, were allowed a pro- 

vifion proportionable to the fums they had 

brought in marriage. 

All thefe arguments were enforced in 
terms fo ftrong and fo pathetic^ that Mc. 
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Munden could make no other anfwer 
than» — I hat he did not defire to part, — 
that :t was her own fault, — and that if 
Ihe would not return to her duty, fhe 
ought to be ftarved into a more juft fenfc 
of it ; and that he was very furc the Jaw 
would not compel him to do any thing 
for her : on which, Mr. Markland again 
reminded him of the vexation, the fatigue, 
the difgrace, with which a fuit commenced 
by cither party muft be attended, in whole 
favour foever the decifion Ibould be 
made. 

He talked fo long oo the fubjeft, that 
Mr. Munden, either to get rid of him, or 
becaufe he was really uncertain what to 
do, at lail told him, that he would conn 
fider on what he had been faying, and let 
him know his refolution in a week's time» 
-—Mr. Markland then repHed, that he 
would trouble him no farther for the pre- 
fent, and after having prefixed a day for 
waiting on him again, took his leave. 

The mind of Mr. Munden was indeed 
in the utmoft confufion amidft that va- 
riety of vexatious incidents which he had 
now to ftruggle with, — the little proba- 
biUty he found there was of re-eftabli(h- 
ing himfelf in the favour of his patron^-— 
the lofs of all his hopes that way,— the 

fudden 
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fudden departure of a wife, whom, tho* 
he had no affedion for, he looked upon 
as a neceffary appendix to his houfe,— 
the noife her having taken fuch a ftef) 
would make in the town, the apprehen- 
fions of being obhged to grant her a ie- 
parate maintenance, all thefe things put 
together, it is certain were lufficicnt to 
overwhelm a man of a lefs impatient 
temper. 

He curfed his amour with the French 
woman, as having been the caufe of this 
laft misfortune falling on him, and to pre- 
vent all farther trouble on her account, or- 
dered, that the luggage (he had left be- 
hind Jfhould be immediately put on board 
a veffel, and fent after her to Bologne j— 
he alfo wrote to her at the fame time, ac- 
quainting her with the difturbance which 
had happened, and that it was highly ne- 
ceffary for his future peace, that he fhould 
fee her no more, nor even hold any cor- 
refpondence with her. 

Mrs. Munden in the mean time was 
far from being perfedtly cafy, though Mr. 
Markland gave her hopes that her hus- 
band would very" fpcedily be brought to 
fettle things between them in a reafonable 
way, and her brother was every day gi- 
tng her frefli affurancesof his friendfliip 
M 4 ww\ 
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and proteftion, whether that event provM 
favourable or not 5 yet all this was not 
enough to quell fome fcruples, which now 
rofe in her mind ; — the violence of that . 
paflion which had made her rtfolve to 
leave Mr. Munden being a little evapo- 
rated, the vows fhe had made him at 
the altar were continually in her thoughts 1 
— fhe could not quite affure herfclf, that 
a breach of that folemn covenant was to 
be juftified by any provocations i nor 
whether the worft ufage on the part of 
the husband could authorize refentment in 
that of a wife. 

She was one day disburdening her dif- 
quiets on this fcore to her dear Lady 
Lovcit, in terms which made that lady 
fee more than ever fhe had done before, 
the height of her virtue, and the deli- 
cacy of her fentiments, when Sir Bazil 
came haftily into the room \vith a paper 
in his hand, and after paying his com- 
pliments to Mrs, Munden, — « My dear,* 
laid he to his lady, * I- have very agree- 

* able news to tell you, — I have juft rc- 

* ceived a letter from my brother True- 

* worth, which informs me, that he is 

* upon the road, and we fhall have him 

« with us this evening.' • I am ex- 

' tremcly glad,* replied fhe, * and likc- 

* wife that he is fo good to let us know 

, •it. 
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• it, that I may make fome little prepa- 

* rations for his welcome.* 



Mrs. Mundcn could not be told that 
Mr. Truewgrth was fo near, and might 
prefently be in the fame room with her, 
without the utmoft confufion, with flie 
fearing would be obferved, laid hold of 
the pretence Lady Loveit*s laft words fuf- 
niflied her with, of taking her leave, and 
rifing haftily up, ' I will wait on your 

• Ladyfhip,* laid.flie, ' at a more conve* 

• nient time ; for I perceive you are now 

• going to be bufy.* — * Not at all,' re- 
plied the other ; • three words will ferve 

• for all the inftrudions I have to give % 
therefore, prithee, dear creature, fit 

• down.' ~* In fpeaking thefe words, flie 
took hold of one of her hands, and Sir 
Bazil of the other, in order to replace her 
on the fettce Ihe hud juft quitted ; but fhe 
refifting their efforts, and defiring to be, 
cxcufcd (laying any longer, — * 1 pro-' 
« teft,* cried Lady Loveit, * this fudden 

• refolution of leaving us would make one 
'^ think you did it to avoid Mr. True- 

• worth, and if that be the cafe, I muft 
« tell you, that you arc very ungrateful, 

• as he always exprcfTes the greateft re-' 
< gard for you,' — • Aye, aye,' faid Sir 
Bazil, laughing, • old love cannot be for- 

• got : I have heard him utter kv?cwj \.^xv« 

M 5 ^ ^« 
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♦ dcr things of the charming Mifs Betfy 

* Thoughtlefs, even fincc his marriage 
f with my fiftcr.' 

• I ought not then,' replied (he, * to 

• increafe the number of the obligations 
^ I have to him by that compaflion, which 

• I know he would beftow on my prefent 
« diftrefs, but I affure you. Sir Bazil, I 

• would not quit you, and my dear Lady 

* Lovcit, thus abruptly, if fome letters I 

* have to write, and other affairs, which 

* require immediate difpatch, ^id not 

• oblige me to it.* 

On this^ they would not oflFer to de- 
tain her, and fhe went home to give a 
loofe to thofe agitations, which the men- 
tion of Mr. Trucworth always involved 
her in. 



CHAP. XXL 

Jffirds variety of amuftmentu 

MRS. Munden was fo ignorant of her 
own heart, in relation to what it 
hit on Mr. Trueworth's account, that (he 
imagined (he had only fled his prefe:nce, 

becaufe 
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fcecaufe Ihe could not bear a man who 
had courted her io long, ftiould fee her 
thus unhappy by the choice flie had made 
of another. 

* I am well affured/ cried fhe, * that 
« he has too much generofity to triumph 
' in my misfortune, and too much com- 
< plaifance to remind me of the caufe ; 
€ _yec would his eyes tacitly reproach 
' my want of judgment, — and mine too 

* might perhaps in fpite of me, confefs, as 

* the poet fays, that 



" I, like fhe child, whofe folly prov'd its lofs, 
** Refus'd the gold, and did accept the drofs." 



This naturally leading her into fome 
refledions on the merit of Mr. Trueworth, 
fhe could not help wondering, by what 
infatuation fhe had been governed, when 
rejeding him, or what was tantamount to 
rejefting him, treating him in fuch a man- 
ner as might make him defpair of being 
^ accepted. — ' What though my heart 
* ' was infenfible of love,' faid (he, ^ my 

* reafon, — nay my very pride,' might 

* have influenced me to embrace a pro- 
> pofal, which would have rendered me 

* the envy of my own fex, a.od excited 

M 6 '^xic^R. 
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• the cfteetn and veneration of the other/ 
— Thinking ftill more deeply, — « Q, 

• God,- cried fhe, with vehemence, « to 
« what a height of happinels might I 

• have been raifed ! And into what an 

• abyfs ofwretchedncfs am I now plunged! . 
« — Irretrievably undone, married without 

• loving or being beloved, loft in my bloom 
« of years to every joy that can make life 

• a bluffing !' 

Nothing fo much fliarpens the edge of 
affliction as a confcioufnefs of having 
brought it upon ourfelves , to remember 
that all we could wifh for, — all that 
could make us truly happy, was once in 
our power to be poffefled of, and wan- 
tonly fhunning the good that Heaven and 
Fortune offered, we headlong run into 
.the ills we mourn, renders them doubly 
grievous. 

This being the cale with our heroine, 
how ought all the fair and young to 
guard againft a vanity fo fatal to a lady, 
who but for that one foible, had been the 
happieft, as (he was in all other relpefts, 
the njoft deferving of her fcx! — But to 
return : 

A juft fcnfibillty of the errors of her 
paft conduft, joined with fome other 

cnaotions^ 
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emotions, which the reader may eafiljr 
guefs at, though fhe as yet knew not the 
meaning of herfelf, gave her but little re- 
pofe that night 5 and pretty early the next 
morning Ihe received no inconfiderabl« 
addition to her perplexities. 

The time, in which Mr. Munden had 
promifed to give his anfwer to the lawyer, 
was now near expired, yet he was as irre- 
folute as ever : — loth he was to have the 
affair between him and his wife made pub- 
lic, and equally loth to comply with her 
demands 5 — before he did either, it there- 
fore came into his head to try what efFeft 
menaces would produce, and accordingly 
wrote to her in thefe terms : 

To Mrs. Munden. 

• Madam, 

< THOUGH your late behaviour has 

* proved the little afFedion you have for 

* me, I ftill retain too much for you to 
« be able to part with you. No, be 

* aflured, I never will forego the right 

* that marriage ' give me over you, — • 

* will never yield to live a widower while 

* I am a hu(band,and if you return not 

* within four and twenty hours, Ihall 
« take fuch meafures as the law direfts, 

I to force you back to m^ ^xcfox^c't^\ — 
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« by this time to-morrow you may expeft 

* to have fuch company at your levee, 

< as you will not be well plealed with, 

* and from whofe authority not all your 

* friends can fcreen you : — but as I am 

< unwilling to expofe you, I once more 

* court you tp fpare yourfelf this difgrace, 

* and me the pain of inflidting it; — I 

* give you this day to cenfider on what 

* you have to do •, — the future peace of 
' us both depends on your refuit, for your 

* own reafon ought to inform you, that 

* being brought to me by corapulfion, will 

* defer vc other fort of treatment than fuch 
« as you might hope to find on returning 

* of your own accord to 

• Your much affronted hufband, 

< G. MUNDEN.' 

This letter very much alarmed both 
the fifter and the brother, — the former 
trembled at the . thoughts of feeing her- 
felf in the hands of the officers of juftice, 
and the latter could not but be uneafy 
that a difturbance of this kind fhould 

happen in his houfe. They were juft 

going to fend for Mr. Markland to con- 
sult him on what was to be done, when 
that gentleman, whom chance had brought 
that way, luckily came in, ■ He 

found 
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found Mr. Thoughtlefs in great difcom- 
pofure, and Mrs. Munden almoft drown'd 
in tears. On being informed of the oc- 

cafion, — ' I fee no reafon/ faid he, 

gravely, • for all this , — I cannot think 

* that Mr. Munden will put in execution 
« what he threatens, at lead not 'till after 
« I have fpoke to him again , — I rather 

* think he writes in this manner only to 
^ terrify you, madam, into a fubmiffion to 

* his will ; however,* continued he, after 
a pretty long paufe, * to be fecure from 

* all danger of an affront this way, I think 

* it wouid be highly proper you (hould 

* retire to fome place, where, he may not 

* know to find you, 'till I have once 

* more tried how far he may be prevailed 

* upon to do you juflice.' 

This advice being highly approved of, 
« my wife's fifter,' refumed he, * has a 

* very pleafant and commodious houfe on 

* the bank of the river on the Surry fide; 
« -— fhc takes lodgers fometimes, but at 

* prefent is without, fo that if you refolve 

* to be concealed, you cannot find a more 

* convenient retreat, efpec.ally as its being 

* fo near London, i othing of moment 

* can happen here, but what you may 
*• be apprized of* in little more than- an 

* hour.' 
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Mrs. Munden teftifying as much fatis* 
faftion at this propofal as a perfon in her 
circumftances could be capable of feeling, 
Mr. Markland told her, that he was ready 
to condudt her immediately to the place 
he mentioned, and her brother adding 
that he would accompany them, and fee 
his fifter fafe to her new abode, they all 
fct out together on their little voyage, 
Mrs. Munden having firft given direc- 
tions to her fervants where they (hould 
follow her with fuch things, as fhe 
thought would be wanted during her 
ilay there. 

On their arrival they found Mr. Mark- 
. land had fpoken very modeftly of the 
place he recommended : the houfe was 
pleafant almoft beyond defcription, and 
rendered much more fo by the obliging 
behaviour of its owner. 

They all dined together that day, and, 
on parting it was agreed, that Mrs. Muli^ 
den fhould fend her man every morning 
to town, in order to bring her intelli- 
gence of whatever accidents had happened 
in relation to her affairs on the preceding 
day. 

As much as this lady had been rejoiced 
^^ the kind reception fhe had met wiih 

ftQta 
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from her brother under her misfortunes, 
Ihc was now equally pleafed at being re- 
moved for a time from him, not only be- 
caufe (he thought herfelffecure from any in- 
fults that might be offered by her hufband, 
but alfo becaufe this private recefs feemed 
a certain defence agamft the fight of Mr. 
Trueworth i — a thing fhe knew not 
well how to have avoided in town, with* 
out breaking off her acquaintance mth 
Lady Lovcic* 

jAfter the gentlemen were gone^ the 
/ifter-in-law ofMr. Markland led her fair 
guefl into the garden, which before ihe 
had only a curfory view of: — (he fliewed 
her, among many other things, feveral 
curious exotic plants, which (he told her 
(he had procured from the nurferies 
of fome perfons of condition, to whom 
flie had the honour to be known ; but 
Mrs. Munden being no great connoi(reur 
that way, did not take much notice of 
what Ihe faid concerning them, 'till 
coming to the lower end, fhe perceived 
a little wicket gate,— ' To where does 

* this lead?* cied fhe : 'I will (hew you 

• prefently, madam,' replied the other, 
and pulling it open, they both entered 
into a grafs walk, hemmed in on each 
fide with trees, which, feemed as old as 
the creation : — they had not gone many 
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paces, before an arbour, erefted between 
two of thefe venerable monuments of an- 
tiquity, and overfpread with jeffamines 
and honey-fuckles, attrafted Mrs. Mun- 
den's eyes. — * Oh, how delightful is this ! 
laid (he : — . ' It would have been much 
' more fo, madam, if it had been placed 

* on the other fide of the walk,' faid the 
gentlewoman, 'and if I live 'till next 

* fpring, will have the pofition of it 

* altered ; — you will prcfently fee . my 

* reafons for it>* continued fhe, • if you 

* pleafe to turn your eyes a little to the 

* right.' — Mrs, Munden doing as (he 
was defired, had the profpeft of a very 
beautiful garden, decorated with plots of 
flowers, flatues, and trees cut in a molt 
elegant manner. — * Does all this belong 

* to you,' demanded fhe, fomewhat fur- 
prifed ? — ' No, madam,' anfwered the 
other ; * but they are part of the fame 

* eftate, and at prefent rented by a gen- 

* tleman of condition, who lives at the 

* next door : — the walk we are in is alfo 

* common to us both^ each having a 
' gate to enter it at pleafure, thouah in- 
' deed they little frequent it, having 

* much finer of their own.' — With fuch 
like chat they beguiled the time 'till the 
evening dew reminded them it was bcft 
to quit the open air. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Mundcn pafled this night in 
more tranquility than ihe had done many 
preceding ones : — fhe awoke, however, 
much fooner than was her cuftom, and 
finding hcrfelf lefs difpofed to return to 
the embraces of fleep than to partake that 
felicity, ftie heard a thoufand chearful 
birds tuning their little throats in praifc 
of, Ihe rofe, and went down into the 
garden, — the contemplative humour fhe 
was in, led her to the arbour fhe had 
been fo much channed with the night 

before : fhe threw herfelt upon the 

mofTy feat, where fcenting the fragrancy 
of the fweets around her, made more de- 
licious by the frefhnefs of the morning*s 
gale, — ' How delightful, — how heavenly, 

* faid fhe to herfelf, is this folitude ! how 
« truly preferable to all the noify, giddy 
« pleafures of the tumultuous town 5 yet 

* how have I defpifed, and ridiculed the 

* foft fincerity of a country life ?* — ^Then 
recollefting^ fome difcour(e fhe formerly 
had with Mr. Trueworth on that fubjeft, 
« — I wonder,' cried fhe, ^ what Mr. True- 
« worth would fay if he knew the change 
< that a little time has wrought in me ! 

* he would certainly find me now more 
« deferving of his friendlhip than ever 
^ he could think me of his love ;•— but 
« he is ignorant, — infenfiblc of my reai 
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* fentiments 5 and if Sir Bazil and Lady 

* Loveit fliould tell him with what abrupt- 
« nefs I fled their houfe at the news of his 

* approach, I muft appear in his cye^ the 
< moft vain, ftupid, thanklefs creature I 

* once was ; — • but fuch is my unhappy 

* fituation, that I dare not even wifh he 

* Ihould difcover what pafles in my heart; 

* — thejuft fenfibility of his amiable qua- 

* lities, and of the fervices he has done 

* me, which would once have been meri'* 
« torious in me to have avowedf would 
I now be highly criminal.* 

With thcfe reflcftions ffie took Mr.' 
Trueworth*s pidlure, which flic always 
carried about her, and looking on it with 
the greateft tendernefs, — * Though I no 
<, more muft fee himfelf/ faid ftie, * I may 

* at Icaft be allowed to pay the tribute of 

* my gratitude to this dumb reprefcnta- 

* tive of the man to whom I have been 

* fo much obliged.* At this inftant, a 

thoufand proofs of love given her by the 
original of the copy in her hand occuring 
all at once to her remembrance, tears 
filled her eyes, and her brcaft fwcUcd 
with involuntary fighs. 

In this painfully pleafing amufement 
did flie continue for fome time, and had 
doubtlefs done fo much longer;^ if a fud- 

dea 
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den ruftling among the leaves behind her, 
h^d not made her turn her head to fee 
what had occafioned it j-^ but where arc 
the words that can exprefs the furprize, 
the wild confufion fhe was in» when the 
firft glance of her eyes prefented her with, 
the fight of the real objedt, whofc image 
ihe had been thus tenderly contemplating: 
—•(he Ihrick'd, the piflure dropped from 
her hand, the ufe of her faculties forfook 
her, fhe funk from the feat where (he was 
fitting, and had certainly fainted quite 
away, but for the immediate afliftance of 
the perfon who had caufed the extraor* 
dinary emotions. 

Her fancy indeed, flrong as it was, had 
formed no vifionary appearance : it was 
the very identical Mr. True worth, who 
chance had brought to make the difcovery 
of a fecret, which of all things in the 
world he had the lead fufpicion of. 

He was intimately acquainted with the 
perfon to whom the houfe adjoining to 
that where Mrs. Munden lodged belonged, 
and hearing where he was, on his return 
from Oxford (hire, had come the evening 
before, intending to pafs a day or two with 
him in this agreeable recefs. 

As 
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As he wdiS never a friend to tnuqh 
deeping, he rofe that morning, and went 
down into the garden before the greeted 
part of the family had quitted their beds; 
he faw Mrs. Munden while at too great a 
diftance to know who ihe was, yet did 
her air and motion as fhe walk'd^ ftrike 
him with fomething, which made him 
willing to fee what fort of face belonged 
to fo genteel a form ; — drawing more 
near, his curiofity was gratified with a 
fight he little expeftcd : — he was juft 
about to accoft her with the falutation of 
the morning, when (he went into the 
arbour, and feated herfelf in the manner 

already defcribed : the extreme pen- 

fivencfs of her mind had hinder'd her 
from perceiving that any one was near, 
but the little covert under which fhe was 
placed being open on both fides, he had 
a full view of every thing flie did : — 
though Ihe was in the moft negligent 
night-drefs that could be, Ihe feem*d as 
lovely to him as ever ; all his firft flames 
rekindled in his heart, while gazing on 
her with this uninterrupted freedom, — 
he long'd to fpeak to her, but durft not, 
lefl by doing fo he fhould be deprived of 
the pleafure he now enjoyed, 'till obferv- 
ing fhe had fomething in her hand, 
which fhe fcem'd to look upon with 

great 
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great attention, and fometimes bctray'd 
agitations he had never feen in her be* 
tore, he was impatient to difcover, if 
pofliblc, the motive 5 — he therefore ad- 
vanced as gently as he could towards the 
back of the arbour, which having no 
wood-work, and the leafy canopy only 
fupported by ozier boughs, placed at a 
good diftance from each other, he had a 
full opportunity of beholding all that the 
reader has been told : — but what was hi% 
amazement to find it was his own pic- 
ture ! that very pifture, which had been 
taken from the painter's, was the objedt 
of her meditations ! — he heard her fighs, 
he faw her lovely hand frequently put up 
to wipe away the tears that fell from her 
eyes while looking on it; — he alfo faw 
her more than once, though doubtlefs in 
thofe moments not knowing what Ihe did, 
prefs the lifelefs image to her bofom with 
the utmoft tcndernefs ; — fcarce could he 
give credit to the teftimony of his fenfes, 
near as he was to her, he even ftrain'd 
his fight to be more fure, and forgetting 
all the precautions he had taken, thruft 
himfelf as far i^s he was able between the 
branches of which the arbour was com- 
. pofed. 

, On perceiving the efFcft this laft aftion 
had produced, the gate, though not above 
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twenty paces off, feemed too flow a p^fl&ge 
to fiy to her relief, and fetting his foot 
upon a pedeftal of a ftatue, quick as 
thought, or the flafli of elemental fire, 
fprang over the myrtle hedge that parted 
the garden from the walk, — * Ah, madam^ 
cried he, catching her in his arms, to hin- 
der her from falling, — • What has the 
< unhappy Trueworth done to render his 
« prefence fo alarming! — How have I 

* deferved to appear thus dreadful in your 

* eyes!* 

That admirable prcfcnce of mind, which 
Mrs. Munden had fliewn on many occa- 
fions, did not in this entirely leave her; 
—the time he was fpeaking thofe few 
words fufRced to enable her to recolleft 
her fcatter'd fpirits, and withdrawing her- 
fclf from the hold he had taken of her, 
and removing a little farther on the bench, 
as if to give him room to fit, — * Sir,* 
faid flie, with a voice pretty well com- 
pofcd, — * the obligations I have to you 

* demand other fort of fentiments than 

* thofe you feem to accufe me of j — but 
« I thought myfelf alone, and was not 

* guarded againft the furprize of mcet- 

* ing you in this place.* — * I ought in- 

* deed,* replied he, « to have been more 
« cautious in my approach, efpecially 

* as I found you deep in contemplation, 

* which 
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< which pcrhapt I have been my own 
! enemy by interrupting/ 

'Till he fpoke in this manner, (he was 
not iiuite afiured how far he had been 
witnefs of her behaviour, but What he 
now faid confirming her of what (he had 
but feared before, threw her into a fecond 
confufion little inferior to the former ;— « 
he faw it, —but faw it without that pityr 
he would have felt had it proceeded from 
any other motive, and eager to bring her 
to a more full eclaircifement, — * If you 

< really think, madam,' faid he, * that 
f you have any^ obligations to me, you 
« may requite them all by anfwering fin- 
« cercly to one queftion ;— Tell me, I be- 

< feech you,' continued he, taking up the 
pidlure, which (he bad neither thought 
nor opportunity to remove from the 
place where it had fallen, « refolve me 
« how this little pidture came into your 

* po(re(Ijon ?' What was now the condi- 
tion of Mrs, Munden ! She could 

neither find any pretence to evade the 
truth, nor fit words to confefs it, 'till Mr^ 
Trueworth repeating his reque(l, and 
vowing he would never leave her 'till flie 
granted it, * What need have I to 

* anfwer ?' faid (he, blufhing j 1 — « yon 
« know in what manner it was taken 

* from the •painter's, and the fig.hc cA w 

Vol. IV. N - vcv 
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« in my hand is fuf&cienc to inform y6ii 

* of the whole.* 

« Charming declaration -— tranfporting 

< — raviftiing to thought !' cried he, kifs- 
^ ing her hand, •••* * O had I known it 

* fooner, engaged as I thea was to lone 

< who well defer\red my love, could f 

< have guefled Mifs 9etfy Thougbtlefs 

< was the contriver of that tender frmid, 
^ I know not what revolution mig^c have 
^happened in my heart ! . the empire 

* you had there, was never totally extir^ 
^ pated, and kindnefs might have ie<; 

* gained what cruelty had loftf'- — < Do 

* not deceive yourfelf Sir^ faid fhe, in- 
terrupting him with all the courage Ihe 
could afiume, * nor miftake that for 
^ love, which was only the effe^s of mere 

* gratitude,* Thefe words were accom- 
^ panied with a look, which once would 
have ftruck him with the moft fubmiflive 
awe, but he was now too well acquainted 
with the fentiments (he had for him to be 
deterred by any other outward Ihew of 
coldnefs ; -— * Call it by what name yoit 
^ pleafe,* cried he, ^ fo you permit me 
*the continuance of it, and voucbiafb 

* me the fame favours you beftow on my 
^ infenfible refemblance.' — In fpeaking 

* this, he threw his arms about her waift, 
not regarding the efforts Ihe made to bin- 
der him, and cM^^d Vti \^ Ua breaft 
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with a vehemence, which in alt his days 
of courtfhip to her he never durft ac* 
tempt : — * Forbear, Sir,' faid Ihe, * you* 

* know I am not at liberty to be enter* 

* tained with difcourfes^ nor with aftions 
^ of thi9 nature ;<— — loofe me thia mo^ 
^ ment, or be afliired aU the kind 
^ thoughts I had of you,, and on which 
^ you have . too much prefumed, will be 

* converted into the extremeft hiate and ' 

* detcftation.'-— The voice, m which the 
uttered this menace, convincing him ho^ 
much (he was in earnefl:^ he let go his 
hold, removed fome paces from her, and 
behekl her for fome momeilcs with si 
filent admiration >— ^ I have obeyed you, 
^ madam,' cried he, with a deep figh, — « 

< you are all angel, — - be all angel ftiil i 
« far be it frpm me to tempt you from 

< the glorious height you ftand m ; yet 
« how unhappy has this interview made 
« me ! — — I love you without daring 
« even to wi(h for a return I nay fo 
^ fully has your virtue conquered, that I 
« mu6 love you more for the repulfe you 
« have given my too audacious hopes ; — -^ 
« you may at leaft pity the fate to which I 

< am c'oademned.* 

< It would be in vain fof. me,' replied 
(he, in a voice fomewhat broken by the 
inward conflidt (he fuftained, « to en-t 
^ deavour to conceal what aiy m^d^^^x- 
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* tcncies have fo fully -betrayed to yov, 
^ and you may aflfure yourfelf, that I fliall 
^ think on you with all the tendernefs 

* that honour and the duties of my ftation 
« will admit :•*- but remem&er. Sir, I am 
^ a wife, and being fuch, ought never to 
« fee you more ; — in regard therefore to 
^ my reputation and peace of mind, I 

♦ muft intreat you will henceforth avoid 

< my prefence, with the fame car^ I will 

• do your*s.* 

^ Severe as this injunction is,* replied 
he, ^ my foul avows the juftice of it, and 

• i fubmit/ — ' Farewell then,' faid flie, 
rifing from her fear, • Oh fareweU cried 
he, and kilTed her hand with emotions 
not to be expreffed: ♦ Farewel for ever,* 
rejoined fhe, turned haftily away to 
prevent his feeing the tears, with which 
her eyes were overcharged, and in that 
cruel inftant overflowed her cheeks : — 
flie advanced with all the fpeed (he could 
towards the wicket-gate, but when there, 
could not forbear giving one look behind, 
and perceiving he had left the walk, and 
was proceeding through the garden with 
folded arms, and a dejeded pace, * Poor 

< Trueworth !' cried ihe, and purliied him 
with her eyes ^ciH he was quite out of 
fight. 

S ome 
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Some readers may perhaps blame Mr. 
Trueworth, as having prcfumed too far 
on the difcovery of the lady's paffion, 
and others of a contrary way of thioking, 
laugh at him for being fo eafily repulfed, 
but all in general mud applaud the con- 
duct of Mrs» Munden ; 'till this dangerous 
inftance ihe had never had an opportunity 
of {hewing the command (he had over 
herfelf, and as Mr« Eaftcourt juftly fay$, 

* Ne*r let the fair one boaft of virtue prov'd, 
< 'Till ihe has well refused the man flie truly 
lov'd. 



CHAP. xxir. 

Is li/s pUofing than thi forrmr. 

AFTER this folcmn parting between 
Mr. Trueworth and Mrs. Mundcn, 
that lady's mind was in too much difor* 
der to think what was become of the 
little pidture that had occafioned it, 'till 
an hour or two after, the maid of the 
houfe came running into the chamber 
with it in her handy * Does this ' pretty 
* pifture belong to you. Madam ?* (aid 

ihe: Mrs. Munden flarted, but foon 

recovering herfelf, anfwercd it did •, faid 
N 3 ^-ML 
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that « Was the pifture of her younger 
brother, and that ihe believed flie might 
pull it out of her pocket with her hand- 
kerchief, or fome how or other drop it 
in the walk.—-* Aye, to be fure it was fo,' 
faid the maid, < for it was there I found 

it ; as I was going to the pump for 

fome water, I faw fomething that glit- 
tered juft by the little arbour, on which 
J run,, and took it up, but my niiiftre& 
told me (he believed it was yours, for 
(he knew your ]ady(hip was in the w«Ik 
this morning.' — * I am glad thou haft 
found it,* replied Mrs. Mundeo, * for it 
would have vexed me to the heart to 
have loft it.' — •• Aye, to he fure, ma« 
dam,' cried (he, * for it is a fweet pic- 
ture, your brother is a handfome gentle- 
man, I warrant there are a thoufand 
Uditrs in love with him.'r-Mrs, Mundcn 
could not forbear fmiling at the (impli- 
city of the wench, but willing to be rid 
of her rewarded her honefty with a aown 
piece, and difmifled her. 

She was rejoiced indeed to have thit 
pidture once more in her pofleffion, not 
only becaufe fome other might have 
found, and kept it, but alfo becaufe (he 
thought (be migbt indulge herfelf in 
looking 00 it, without any breach of that 
duty, to wbich (he wasrelolved fo ffariAiy 

(o 
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$0 adhere ; — To be fecure however from 
a fecond recounter with the original in 
that place, fhe kept clofe in the houfe, 
and ftirred not oat of it all the time he 

was there .; but her apprehcnfions o^ 

this fcore were needlefs, — Mr. True- 
worth religioufly obfcrvtd the promife be 
had made her, and left he fliould be un- • 
der any temptation to break it while fo 
near her, took leaVe of his friend that 
fame day, and returned to London, but 
icarried with him ientiflients very different 
from thofe he had brought down^ as will 
hereafter appear. 

As to Mrs. Munden, fhe found thzt 
(he had no lefs occafion for exerting the 
heroine when alone, than when encircled 
in the arms of Mn Trueworth : — the 
accident, which had betrayed the fecret 
of her heart to him, had alfo difcovercd 
it to hcrfelf. — . She was now convinced, 
that it was fomething more than cftcem, 
— than friendfliip, — than gratitude, his 
merits had infpired her with ; — - (he was 
confcious, that while flie'^moll refitted the 
glowing prelTure of his lips, (he had felt 
a guilty pleafure in the touch, which had 
been near depriving her of doing £b, and 
that though (he had refolved never to fee 
him more, it would be very difficult to 
refrain wilhing to be for ever with him. 
N 4 This 
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This (he thought fo highly criminal in 
herfelf, that fhe ought not to indulge the 
remembrance of fo dear; fo dangerous an 
invader of her duty ; yet when ihe con« 
fidered, that merely for her fake, and 
not through the weak refinance (he had 
madet hi$ own honour had nobly tri» 
umphed ~over wild defire in a heart fo 
young, and amorous as his, it increafed 
that love and admiration which (he in vain 
endeavoured to fubdue, and (he could 
not help cryirug out with Calida in the 

* Oh had I fooner known thy wond'roui virtue» 
«Thy love, thy truthi thou excellent young 

^. man, 
< We might havel)oth been happy/ 

But to bani(h as much as poflTible all 
thofe ideas, which her nicety of honour 
made her tremble at, it was her fixed 
determination to retire into £■■ ■ > 
as foon as (he had ended her affairs with 
her hu(band, and pafs the remainder of 
her days, where (he (hould never bear the 
too dear name of Truaworth. 

She did not therefore negleft fending 
her fervant to town, but he returned that 
day, and feveral fucceeding ones without 
the Icaft intelligence i-—- no letter nor 

mcflfagp 
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meffage from Mr. Munden having bcea 
kit for her at her brother's, on which (he 
began to imagine, that he never had in 
reality intended to put his threats in exe« 
cution. 

Mr. Markland, in the mean time, had 
been twice to wait on him, but the fer- 
vants hid told him, that their maftcr was 
extremely indifpofed, and could not be 
feen : — this he looked upon as ^ Feiat to 
put off giving him an anfwcr as he had 
promifed, and both Mr, Thoughtlefs and 
his filter were of the fame opinion when 
thev heard it,™ Mr. Marklarid went agaia 
ana again, however^ but was flill denied 
accefs i — near a whole week palfiog over 
in this manner, Mrs. Munden grew very 
uneafy, fearing (he (hould be able to 
obtain as little judice, as favour from her 
hufbmd. 

B'Jt guilty as he had been in other re* 
fpefts, he was intircly innocent in this j— 
the force of the agitation he had of late 
luftai|>ed, joined to repeated debauches, 
bad over-heated his blood, and thrown 
him into a very violent fever, in {6 
much that in a few days his life was def- 
paired of 5 — - the whifpers of all about 

him, — the looks of the phyfician that 

atceoded him, and above all what he felt 

N 5 Hi\<tv\SX 
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within himfelf, convincing him of the 
danger he was in, all his vices» all his 
excefTes now appeared to him fuch as they 
truly were, and filled bim with a remorfe, 
which he had been but too much addi^ed 
to ridicule in others ; — - in fine, the hor- 
rors of approaching dilTolution rendered 
him one of thofa many examples, which 
daily verify thefe words of Mr. Drydcn, 

* Sure there are none but fear a future ftatc ! 

* And when the moft oMurate fwear they do not, 

* Their trembling hearts bely their boafting 

tongues. V 

Among the nulnber of thofe faults, 

which prefented him with the moft dire- 

/ul images, that of the ill treatment he 

had given a wife, who fo little defer ved 

it, lay not the ieaft heavy upon bis con- 

fcience ; he fent his fcrvant to Mr, 

Thoughtlefs, at whofe houfe he imagined 
ihe ftill was, to intreat he would prevail 
on her to fee him before he died : — but 
that gentleman giving a very flight an* 
fwer, as believing it all artifice, he en- 
gaged the apothecary that adminftered to 
him, and was known by Mr; Thoughtlefs, 
to go on the fame errand j on which the 
brother of Mrs. Munden faid, fhe was 
not with him at prefent, but he would^ 
fend to let her know what had happened s 
V ^kCCotdinglY 
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accordingly he difpatched one of his men 
immediately to her with the following 
billet. 

To Mrs. M u N D E N* 

* Dear Sister, 

• Mr. Cardiac the apothecary affures^ 

• me, that your hufband is in faft ill, 
« and in extreme danger ; > he is vciy 

• preffing to fee you : — I will not pretend 
^ to advife you what to do on this occafion, 
« — you are the bell judge ; 1 (hall only 

• fay, that if you think fit to comply with 

• his requeft, you muft be fpecdy, for it 

• feems it is the opinion of the gentlemen 

• of the faculty, that he is very near his 

• end. I am, dear fiftcr, 

* Your's afFedionatcly, 
* T. Thoughtless.'* 

Not all the indifference the had for 
the perfon of Mr. Munden, --— not ail 
the refcntment his morofenefs and ill na- 
ture had excited in her, could hinder her 
ifrom feeling an extreme (hock on bear- 
ing his life was in danger 5 — (he fought 
for no excufeip cither to evade, or delay 
what he defircd of her •, (he went direftly 
to him, equally inclined to do fo by her 
companion, as (he thought herfelf obliged 
to it by her duty. 

•' N 6 K^ 
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As fhe entered the chamber ihe met 
the apothecary coming out ^•••» in afking 
him fome queftions, though. (he (poke 
very low, Mr. Munden thought he diflin- 
guiihed her voice, and cried out as loud as 
he was able, * Is my wife here ?* On 
which approaching the bed, and genily 
opening one of the curtains,- — • Yes, Mr^ 

* Munden/ replied (he, ^ I am come to 
« offer all the affiftance in my power, and 

* am ferry to find you are in any need of 

* it.* * This is very kind,^ faid he* 

and (Iretched out one of his hands towards 
her, which (he took between her's with a 
great deal of tenderncfs, * I have been 

* much to blame,' rcfumcd he, * I have 

* greatly wronged you, but forgive me,—- 
« if I live, I will endeavour to deferve it/ 

* I hope,' faid (he,. * heaven will reftor^ 
« your health, and that we may live to- 
' gecher in a manner becoming perfbns 

* united as we are/ -— * Then you will 

* not leave me/ cried he ; • Never,' an- 
fwered (he, ^ unlefs. your behaviour (hall 
« convince me you do not defire my ftay.* 

Here he began to make folemn pro* 
teftations of future amendment, but bis 
voice failing him through extreme weak- 
ntfs, a deep figh, and tender preflure of 
hts cheek to her's as (he leaned her head 

upon 
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upon the piUoW) gave her to underftand 
what more he would have faid :— on this 
ihe aflfured hini fhe was ready to believe 
every thing he would have her» intreAted 
him to compofe bimfeif, and endeavour 
to get a little reft ;— * In the mean time,* 
faid {he, * I will order things fo that I 
^ may lie in the fame room with you, and 
* quit your prefence neither night nor 
« day/ 

Here he preflcd his face clofc to hers 
again, in token of the fatisfadtion he felt 
in hearing what (he faid, and the nurfe 
who attended him that inflant, prefent-^ 
tng him with fome things the phyfician 
had ordered (hould be given him about 
that hour, joined her entreaties with thofe 
pf Mrs. Munden, that he would try to 
fleep, to which he made a fign that he 
would do fo i — and the curtains being 
drawn, they both retired to the farther end 
of the room. 

As he lay pretty quiet for a confiderable 
time, Mrs. Munden recoUefted, that there 
was a thing, which friendihip and good 
manners ex^ed from her-, — fhe had 
wrote the vtfry day before a letter to Lady 
(uoveit, acquainting her with the motive 
which had obliged her to quit her brother's 
hQpfe, and defiring fhe would favour her 



^78 THE HISTORY OP 

^ith a vifk a$ foon as convenience would 
permit, at the place of her retirement.-^ As 
(he doubted not but the good-nature of this 
lady would prevail on her to comply with 
her requeft» fhe could not difpenfe with 
fending her an immediate account of tho 
fudden revolution in her affairs « and the 
accident which had occafioned this fecond 
removal. 

She had no fooner difpatched a little 
billet for this purpofe, than the groans of 
Mr. Munden teftifying that he was awake, 
drew both her and the nurfe again to the 
bed-fide : — they found him in very great 
agonies, and without the power of Ipecch i 
the doftor and apothecary were lent for 
in a great hurry, but before either of then* 
eame, the unhappy gentleman had breathed 
his lad. 

Mrs. Munden had not affefled any thing 
more in tliis interview than what fhe really 
felt; — her virtue and her compafTion had 
all the effect on her that love has in moft 
others of her fex 5 fhe had been deeply 
troubled at finding her hufband in fo de^ 
plorablea fituation ; the tend^mefs he had 
now cxprefled for her, and his contrition 
for his pafl faults, made a great impreffion 
on her mind, and the fhock of ieeing him 
depart was truly dreadful to her ^ — tho 

grief 
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grief {he appeared in was undiflembkd, 
•—the tears fhe Ihed unforced ; — (he with- 
drew into another room, where (hutting 
herfelf up for fonn^e hours, life, death, and 
futurity were the fubjedt of her onedita^ 
tions. 



CHAP. xxin. 

Contains a vny brief account of rocry maurial oc^ 
curnnci that happemd in regard of our fair 
widow f during thefpace of a whole year ^ with 
fome other particulars rf lefs moment* 

MR. Thoughtlefs was not at home 
when the news of Mr. Munden*a 
death arrived, but as foon as he was in- 
formed of it, he went to his (ifter, and on 
finding her much ntore deeply afieded at 
this accident than 'he could have imagined9 
pre(red her in the moil tender terms to 
quit that (cene of mortality^ and return to 
his houfe : -^ the perfuafions of a brothery 
who of late had behaved with fo much 
kindnefs towards her, prevailed on her to 
accept of the invitation, and having given 
fome neceiTary 4>rders in regard to the 
family, was carried away that fame 

night 
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night in a chair with the curtains clofe 
drawn. 

She fawno company however, 'till after 
the funeral, and when that was over, Lady 
Loveit was the firfl: admitted.— As Mrs. 
Munden was ftiil under a great dejeAion 
of fpirits, which was vifible in her coun- 
tenance,—* If 1 did not know you to be 
« the fincereft creature in the world,' faid 
Lady Loveir, ♦ I fiiouJd take you to be 
the grcateft diffembler in it,— for it would 

* be very difficult for any one lefs ac*- 

* quainted with you to believe you could 
» be really affiidled at the death of a per- 
« fon, whofe life rendered you fo un- 

< happy.' 

• Miftake me not, my dear Lady Lo- 
« veit,* anfwered (he, « I do not pretend to 
^ lament the^eath of Mr. Munden, as it 

< deprives me of his fociety, or as that of 

* a perfon with whom I could ever have 

* enjoyed any great (hare of felicity, even 

* though his life had made good the pro- 

* feflions of his laft moments ;— but I la- 
^ ment him as one who was my hufband, 

* whom duty forbad me to hate while 

* living, and whom decency requires mc 

* to mourn for when deaji.* 

« So then,* cried Lady Loveit, « I find 
''f you take as much pains to grieve for a 

* bad 
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• bad hufband, as thole who have the mis-^ 

• fortune to lofe a good one do, to alle- 

• viate their forrows ; but, my dear/ 

continued fhe, with a more ferious air,— 

• I fee no occafion for all this .—I am 

• well aflured, that your virtue, and the 

• fweetncfs of your temper, fenabled you 

• to difcharge all the duties of a wife to 

• Mr. Munden while alive, and with that 

• I think you ought to be content : — he is 
« now dead, the covenant between you it 
^ diffolvcd, heaven has relcafed you, and 
< I hope forgiven him 5-— decency obligpi 
^ you to wear black, forbids you to appear 
« abroad for a whole month, and at anv 

• public place of diverfion for a much 
' longer time ; but it does riot rtftraiii 

• you from being eafy in yourfclf, and 
; chcarful with your friends.* 

* Your Ladyfliip fpeaks right,* laid 
Mrs. Munden, < but yet there is a fhock 
« in death, which one cannot prefcndy 

• get over.*— « I grant there is,* replied 
Lady Loveit, « and if we thought too 

• deeply on it, we fliould feel all the ago* 
« nies of that dreadful hour before our 

• time, and become a burthen to ourfelves 
f and to the ^orld.* 

It is certain, indeed, that the furprixe 
and pity for Mr. Munden's fuddcn and 
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4incxpeAed fate; had at the firft over- 
whelmed her foul, yet when thofe emotions 
Avere a little evaporated, (he rather iti^ 
-dulged affliftion, becaufc Ihc thought it her 
duty to do fo, than endeavoured any way 
to combat with it. 

It was not therefore very difficult to 
jreafon her out of a melancholy, which (he 
had in a manner forced upon herfelf» and 
•was far from being natural to her, and 
when once convinced, that (he ought to be 
cafy under this ftrokc; of providence, be-^ 
•came entirely fo* 

. The painful tafk (he had impofed upon 
her mind being over, more agreeable ones 
fuccee ded : — the remembrance of Mr, 
True worth, — his recovered love, — the 
knowledge ht had of hers, and the confi- 
deration that now both of them were in a 
condition to avow their mutal lendernefs 
without a crime, could not but transfufe a 
fenfation more pleafing than (he had ever 
before been capable of experiencing. 

In the mean time, that gentleman paiTed 
through a variety of emotions on her ac- 
count, nor will it feem itrangehe (hoyld do 
fo to any one, who cafts the leafl; retro- 
fpetft on his former behaviour i -^ he had 
iowd her from the firft moment he beheM 

her, 
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Jier, and had continued to love her for a 
long feries of time with fuch an excefe of 
paflion, that not all his reafon on her ill 
treatment of him, and her fuppofed un- 
worthinefs, was fcarce fufficient to enable 
him: wholly xo defift : — a new amour was 
f equifite to divide his wifhes ; — the fond- 
aiefs and artful:blandiihments of Mifs Flora, 
ferved to wean his heart from the once dar- 
ling objed, but there demanded no l^fa 
ilian the amiable perion, and more amiabld 
temper of Mifi Harriot to drive thence an 
idea fo accuftomed to prefide : -— > all chis^ 
d^owever, as it appeared, did not whoU]^ 
^xiinguiih the firlt flame : — the inno- 
xence of the charming Mifs Betfy fully 
•cleared, all the errors of her conduft re- 
formed, rekindled in him an cftffcm ; — 
the fight of htr, after fo many months ab- 
*fence, macle the feemingly dead embtrs 
of define begin to glow, and on the dif- 
-co very of her ieatiments in his favour, 
burft forth into a blaM : — he was not 
^matter of himfelf in the firft rufh of fo 
joyous a furprize ; he for-ot that flie was 
jm^^rried, — he approached her in the man- 
ner the reader has ^^eert already told, and 
for which be afterwards feverely con- 
demned himfelf, as thinking he ought to 
-he content with knowing (he loved him, 
wtdioiiC pi^Rg her modefty to the 

Uulli 
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blulh by letting her perceive the diftoverf 
he had made. 

As Lady Lovcit, without fufpcfting the 
efFeft which her difcouife produced, had 
been often talking of the ill treatment fhe 
received from Mr. Munden, and the ne- 
cefllty (he had been under of quitting his 
houfe9-«*the fmcere veneration (he now had 
for her^ made him fympathize in all the 
ilifquiets he was fenfible fhe fuftained : — 
but when he heard this cruel hufband was 
no more, and at the fame time was. in- 
formed in what manner (he behaved, both 
in his laft moments, and after his deceafe, 
fiothing, not even his love, could equal hit 
Admiration of her virtue and her pru<- 
dence. 

What would he not now have given to 
have feen her ! but he knew fuch a thing 
was utterly impradticable, and to attempt 
it might lofe him all the tendernefs (he 

had for him i: his impatience,, however, 

would not fuffer- him to feem altogether 
palTivc and unconcerned at an event of fo 
much moment to the happinefs of them 
both, and he refolved to write, but to find 
terms to exprefs himfelf fo as not to offend 
cither her delicacy, by feeming. too pre- 
fum'uig, or her ten{lc|ncls, by a pretend^ 
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indifference, coft him fome pains • but 

at length he didated the following litcic 
billet : 

To Mrs. M u N D £ K« 

< MADAM9 
• I SEND you no compliment of con* 

* dolence, but beg you to be aflured, that 

< my heart is too deeply interefted in 

* every thing that regards you, to be ca- 

< pable of feeling the leaft fatisfadion 

* while yours remains under any inqui- 
« etude; all I wifli at prefent is, that 

• you would believe this truth, which if 
f you do^ I know you h^ve too much juf» 
i tice and too much generofity to lavifh 
f all your commiferation on the infenfible 

< dead, but will referve fome part for the 

• living, who Hand moft in need of it : 
5—1 dare add no more as yet, than that 

• I am, with an efteem perfect and invior 
lable, 

* Madam» 

f Your moft obedient, 
• Moft devoted, 
; And moft faithful fervant, 
• C Trubworth/ 
Thcfe few lines, pcrha5s^fcnt,^TMsi^xs^ 



« 
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raife the fpirits of Mrs. Munden than ail 
Ihe could receive frpqii any other quarter ; 
— Ihe neverthelcfs perfevered in maintain-^ 
ing the decorum or her condition, and as 
(he had rcfolved to retire into L^ -c 

in cafe of a reparation from her hufband, 
fhc thought it moft proper to fix her refi- 
d^nce in that place in her ftate of widow- 
hood, at leaft for the firft year of it. 

Accordingly (he wrote to Lady Truftf" 
to acquaint her with her intentioiis, and re- 
ceived an acffwer fuch as (he 4KXj>efted, fuU 
of praifes of her eonduft in ihis point, and 
the moft preffing invitations to cotiie down 
with all the (peed (he could. 

What little bufinefs (he had in Londow 
was foon difpatched, and all was ready* 
for her quitting it within a month aftejp 
the death of Mr. Munden : — places fof 
herfelf and maid were taken in the ftagi 
coach, — all her things were packed up,' 
and fent to the inn ; — (he thought 
nothing now remained but to take leave 
of Lady Loveit, whom (he expcCled that 
fame evening, being the ]a(^ (he was to 
(lay in town j but near as her departure 
was, fortune in the mean time had con- 
trived' an accident, which put all her 
fortitude, and prefence of mind to as 

great 
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great a trial, as (he had ever yet fuf- 
tained. 

Lady Loveit having got a cold, had 
complained of fome little diforder the day 
before, and though nothing could be mora 
flight than her indifpofition, yet, as Ihe 
was pretty faf advanced in her pregnancyt 
the care of her phyfician, and the tender*" 
nefs of Sir Bazil, would not permit her by 
any means to expole herfelf to the open 
air. ^ 

Mrs^ Munden htitig informed by a me(^ 
fenger froth her of what had happened^ 
found herfelf under an ^bfolute neteffity 
of waiting on her, as it would have been 
ridiculous and prepofterous, as well an 
unkind, ta have quitted the town for fb 
long a time without taking leave of a friend 
fuch as Lady LovtitV 

She could not think of going them 
without refleAing at the fame time how 
(Irong a probabiHty there was of meeting 
Mr. Trueworth ; — flic knew indeed, that 
he did not live at SirBazil's, having heard - 
he had lately taken a houfe for himfelf, 
but fhe knew alfe, that his dofe connection 
with that family made him fbldom let 0^ 
a day without feeing them ; — ^flie there- 
fore prepared herfelf as well as fliewm 



288 THE HISTORY OF 

able for fuch an interview, in cafe it (hould 
fo happen* 

That gentleman had dined theve, and 
on finding Lzdy Loveit was forbid going 
abroad, and Sir Bazii unwilling to leave 
her alone, had ronfenced to day with them 
the whole day : — they were at ombre 
when Mrs. Munden came, but on her en* 
trance threw afide the cards ;•— Lady Lo- 
veit received her according to the fami* 
liarity between them, and Sir Bazil with 
little lefs freedom^ but Mr. Trueworth 
faluted her with a more diftant air; -— 
^ I had not the honour, madam,* (aid 
he, * to make you any compliments 

* on either of the great changes you 

* have undergone, but you have always 

* had my beft wifhes for your prolpcrity/ 

Mrs. Munden, who had pretty well 
armed herfelf for this encounter, replied 
with a voice and countenance tolerably 
well compofed, — * Great changes in- 

* deed, fir, have happened to us both 
^ in a ihort fpace of time.'—* There has 

* fo, madam,* refumed he, « but may the 

* next you meet with bring with it lafi;^ 

* ing happinefs !' — She cafily compre*' 
hended the meaning of thefe words, but 
made no anfwer, being at a lofs what to 
fay, which might neither too much em* 

boldeo 
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embolden, nor wholly dlfcourage the mo-- 
iive, which dictated them. 

•v. 

After this, the converfation turned on 
various fubjedls, but chiefly on that of 

Mrs. Munden*s going out of town : 

Mr. Trueworth faid little 5 — Lady ' 
Loveity though (he exprefled an infinite 
deal of ibrrow.for the tofs of fo amiable 
a companion, could not forbear applaud- 
ing her refolucion in this point ; but Sir 
Bazil would fain have been a little pleafant 
on the occafion^ if the grave looks of 
Mrs. Munden had not put his raillery to 
iHence. •^-— Perceiving the day was near 
ihut in, (he rofe to take her leave ; it was 
in vain that they ufed all imaginable argu- 
ments to perfuade her to ftay fupper ; (he 
told them, that as the coach went out fo 
early, it was nece(rary for her to take 
fome repofe before (he entered upon the 
fatigue of her journey ; -— Lady Loveit 
on this allowed the juftice of her plea, 
and (aid no more. 

The parting of thcfe ladies was very 
moving \ they embraced again and again, 
promiled to write frequently to each 
other, and mingled tears as they ex« 
changed farewels. — Sir Bazil, who had 
really a very high efteem for her, was 
greatly afFeftcd, in fpite of the gaiety of 
his temper, on bidding her ad%t>^^ ^.\A 

Vol. JV. O W^v'i 
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happj was ir for Mis. Muiiden that tlte 
concern they were both tfi bmderod then 
&om perceiving that confufion* that di- 
jQ:ra(3;ioa of min^ wbkh neither Sx nor 
Mr. Trueworth were able to reftraui co^ 
tally the coarks of, $a be apprxKuchcd ta 
make her thole complimeaCSi^ vhidi mi^t 
have been expected on foch an ocoafion.,. 
even trom a perfoo the mod indiffemne : 
his tongue> indeed uttered no more than. 
word« of courfey but his Eps tremblcak 
while faluting her ;. nor could &c m that 
inilant withhold a figh^ which feeraed to 
rend her very heart : -~ tbdr mutual; 
agitations were, in finc^ tira great not to 
be vigble to each other^ and k& neither 
oJL them any room to doubt of the ex« 
treme force of the paflloafromwhrdxthey 
fprang. 

Thei motive whicli had made her ie« 
fufe ftayiixg fupper at Sir Bazil's^ was ta 
prevent Mr. Trueworth from having any 
pretence to wait upon her home, not 
being able to anfwer how far fhe could 
fupport her charader, if eicppfed to the 
tender things he m^bt pofBbly addiefa 
her with on fuch an opporconicy, aad /he 
now found by what fhe had felt on part-- 
ing with him, how neceffary the precau- 
tion was that (he bad taken. 

After a night lefa engroflW. by flecp 

than 
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thsLtk m^ditatiom, (heftt out ibr L-^~e» 
where ftie arrived without any ill acci- 
dent to retard her journey, afnd was re- 
ceived by Sir Ralph and Lady Trofty 
with all thofe demonflratbns of jpy» 
which file had rettfen to expert fVom the . 
e]q)eritfneed fifendffiip of thofe worthy 
perfons. 

As thiflf was ^e plaec of her nativity^ 
and her father had always lived there in 
very great eftlmation; the houfe of Lady 
. Trufty at firft was tlirongctJ with ^erfons 
of aknoft a41- conditions^ who (fame to 
pay their compliments to her fkir gueft} 
and as no circumftanoe^, no habit could 
take from her thofe charms which nature 
had beftowed upon her, her beauty and 
amiable qualities' foon became the theme 
of conveffatioav through the whol« 
country. 

She was not infenlihlie of the admira- 
tion (he. aura^ted^ but was now fer from 
being elated with it: — ail the iatis&fHon 
{be took- out of heir dear Lwiy Trufty's 
company was» ia peadii^ fooae inftruc* 
tive, or entcruining book, and in the 
letters of thofe whom (he knew to be her 
fincere friends j but (he had not been 
much above two months in the country 
before^ Ihe received one from a quarter 
whence fte had not ex^eftcd \l. — \%. 
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was from Mr. Truewojrth, ^d conuined 
as foUowji ; 

To Mrs. MuNpBN* 
* Madam, 
^ I HAVE the inexpreffible piejUlire to 

< hear that you are well, by thofe whom 

< you favour with your correfpondcnce ; 

* but as they may not think any mention 
^ of me might be agreeable to you^ 1 take 
^ the liberty myfelf to acquaint you that 

* I live; and jAatter myfelf, that informa* 
« tion is fufficieot to make you know, ch^t 

* I live only to be, with the moft firm at» 
« uchment, 

^ Madam ^ 
^ Your eternally devoted fervant, 

'- €• Trujworth/ 

Thefe £ew lines afluring her of his love, 
and at the fame time of his refped, by his 
not prefuming once to mention the palCpn 
of which he was poflefled, charmed her to 
a very high d^ree, and prepared her 
heart for another, which in a few weeks 
after he found a pretence for (ending to 
her I — it contained ihefe lines. 

To Mrs. MuHDEN. 

» Masam, 

« I AM now more unhappy than ever ; 

^ — Lady Loveit is gone out of town, 

i I have no oppottvimt^ ^? Vvt^tla^ 
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* the only founds that can blefs my longing 
' ears ; *-** in pity therefore to my impa:- 

* tience, vouchfafc to let me know you 

* are in health, — fay that you arc welj^ 
« it is alH aik, — »one line will coft you 

* little pains, and be no breach of that 

* decorum to which you fo ft r idly adhere, 

* yet will be a fovereign fpecific to reftor^ 

* the tranquility of him, who is, with au 

* unfpeakable regard^ 

^ Madam» 

• Your unalterable, 

♦ And devoted fcrvant, 

• C. Trubworth. 

Mrs. Munden found this epiftle fo t car- 
fonable, and withal couched in fuch re- 
fpedful terms, that (he ought not to refufc 
€i.*mpliancc with it, and accordingly wrote 
tobim in this manner : 

To Charles Trueworth, Efq; 
^ Sir, 

• THE generous concern you cx- 
< prefs for my welfare, demands a no lef& 

* grateful return : -« as to my health, it 

* is no way impaired fincc I left London ; 

* nor can my mind labour under any dif- 

* compofure, while tny friends continue 

* to think kindly of me. I am With all 

* duercfped, Sir, 

• Yours, &c. 

O 3 \3^\N 



4 
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Upon this obliging anfwer be ventdred 
to, write again^ ir>creating her le Allow a 
correfpondence with hhn by letters white 
flie remained inL -- — c; urging, ttiat 
this was a iavow (be could not reaionably 
deny to any friend, who ddircd k with the 
lame fincerity (hemuft be convinced be did. 

Mrs. Munden paufed a littfe ; but find- 
ing that neither her virtue, nor her reputa- 
tion, could any way fo&r iby granting 
this requeft, her heart would not permit 
her to deny both ium and herfelf fo inno* 
otnt a fatisfadtion ; and by the next poll 
gave him the permiffion he petitioned for 
in tbtfe words : 

To Charles TRuswoitTM^ Efqi 
•Sir, 
^* I Should be unjufi: to n^&if, lA 

♦ well as ungrateful to the friendfhip with 

• which you honour me, ftroutd 1 rejedl 

• any proofs of it that are confiflent with 

* my charader to receive, and to return : 

* -^write, therefore as often as you think 

* proper ; and be adured I (hall give your 

* letters all the welcome you can wifli, 

♦ provided they contain nothing onfuitable 
' to the prefcat condition of her, who is, 
^ as mucn as you ought to export. Sir, 

« Yours, &c. 

• B, Munden.* 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 295^ 

' After thrs an uriinterpupted intercpurfe 
t6f letters conrinued between them for the 
whole remainder oi the year : — Mr. 
Trucworth was for the mod part ex- 
tremely cautious in what manner he ex- 
prefled himfelf, but whenever, as it would 
fometimes fo happen, tne warmth of his 
paflBon made ' him tranfgrefs the bounds 
had beeh prefcribed him, 'flic would not 
feem to under ftand, ^caulc (he had no 
mrnd to be ofFended, 

Thus equally maintaining that referve, 
which fhe thought the fituatibn fbe was in 
demanded^ and at the fame indulging the 
tendernefs of her heart for a man who fo 
iX^ell deferred it, fhe enjoyed that fweec 
tx^ntentment, which true lave atone has 
the power of beftowing. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Is tbt Iqfly and if the Author's word may bt ta* 
im for k^ the hift. 

INnocent and pure as the loctinations 
of Mrs. Munden were, it is highly 
probable, however, that (he was not 
forry to fee the time arrive, which was 
to put an end to that cruel conftraint her 

O 4. ^^\tCir 



^96 THE HI&TORY OF 

charming bver had been fo long under, 
and while it gave him leave to declare the 
^whole fervency of the" paflion he was pof- 
fcffed of, allowed her alfo to confcfs her 
o^n withoJt a blufti. 

Mr^ Trucworth, who had kept aa txsL& 
account of the time, contrived it fo, that a 
letter from Kitn fhouid reach her hands the 
very next day after that in which fht was 
to throw off her mourning weeds ;«-*It was 
in ihcfc terms he now wrote : 

To Mrs. Mukden, 

• Madame, 

« THE year of my probation is expired ^ 

« — 1 have now fully performed the pain- 

' f ul penance you enjoined, and you muft 

< expea me (hortly at your feet, to clainr 

* that recompence which my fubmiffion 

* has in. fome mcafurc merited t^— you can-^ 

* not now, without an injuftice contrary 
^ to your nature,, foibid me to approach 
« you with my vows of everlafting love, 
' nor any longer reftrainmy impatient Itps 

* from uttering' the languilhmcnts of my 

* adoring heart ; nor can I now content 

* myfelf with telling you, at the diftance 

* of fo many miles, how very dear you 

* are to me : — no, you muft alfo read 

* the tender declaration in my eyes, and 

* hear it in* my fighsj ——the laws of 
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* tyrant cuftom have been fulfilled in their 

• moft rigorous forms, and thofe of gentler 
« Idve mAy fure demand an equal fhare in 

* our obedience: — fain would my flatter- 
' ing hopes perfuade tee, that I (hall not 

* find you a too ftubborn recel to that 

• power, to whofe authority all- nature 

• yields a willing homage, and that my 

♦ happinefs is a thing of fome confequence 
^ to you : — if I am too prefuming, at leaft 
^ forgive me, but lee your penaflure me 

• you do fo by the return of the poft ; *ti]| 

* when I am, with a mixture ot tranfport 

* and anxiety^ . 

* Madam. 

• Your paffionately devoted, 
* And moft faithful adorer, 

* C. Truewortk.* 

Though this was no more than Mrs- 
Munden had expefted, it difFufed through 
her 'whole, frame a glow of fatistaftion, 
urtknown to thofe who do not love as ihe 
did : — (he thought, indeed, as well as he, 
that there was r>o need of continuing that 
cruel conftraint, (he fo long had inipofed 
upon herielf, and hcfitated not if flie fhould 
acknowledge what he before had not the 
leaft caufe to doubt ; — the terms which 
Ihe expreffed herfelf in, were thefe. 

o 5 -x:^ 
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To Chahle^ TRVii^ORtH, Efqj 

•Sir, 

• I Know there is great fliare of impa« 
■ tience in the ccMtipofition of your fex, 
« and wonder not at youn:-^much left 

* have I any pretence to accttfe you of 

* prefumption, as you are too well ac* 
^ quainced with the juft fenfibility I have 

* of your merits not to exped all the 
^ marks of it that an honourable paflion 

* can require : an attciftpt to conceal 

* my heart from you will be vain> —you 

* faw the inmoft receflfes of it at a time 

* when you fhould tno&, have been a 

* ftranger there •, — but what was then my 

* Ihame to have difcoVcfed, i^ now my 
' glory to avow ; and I fcruple not to 

* confcfs, that whatever makes yoiir Kap- 

* pinefs will confirm mine : — but I muft 

* flop here, or when I fee you fhall have 

* nothing left to add, in return for the 

* pains fo long a journey will cofl you ; 
« — let no anxieties, however, render the 

* way more tedious, but reflcd that every 

* ftep will bring you ftill nearer to a rcce*p- 

* tion equal to your wifhes, from her, who 

* is, wi:h an unfeigned fincerity, 

• Yours, &c. 

This 
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This was the firft lore letter fhe had' 
ever wrote ; and it muft be owned that 
the paflTion Ihe was infpired with had ^U 
ready made her a pretty good proficient 
that way 5 — but though the prudifh part 
of the fex may perhaps accufe her of hav- 
ing confefled too much, yet thofe of a 
more reafonable way of thinking, will be 
far from pronouncing fentence asainft 
her; — the perfon of Mr. Trueworth, — 
his admirable endowments, — the fcrvices 
he had done her, might well warrant the 
tendernefs (he had for him -, — his birth, 
his eftate, hU good charafter, and her own 
experience of his many virtues, fufficiently 
authorized her acceptance of his offers : 
and it would have been only a piece of 
idle afFeftation in her, to have gone about 
to have concealed her regard for a perfon 
whom fo many reafons induced her to 
mar^, — efpcciallyas chance had fo long 
before betrayed to him her inclination ip 
his favour. 

Thus fully juftified within herfelf, and 
iffured of being fo hereafter to all her 
friends, and to the world in general, fhe 
indulged the moft pleafing ideas of her 
approaching happincfs, without the leaft 
mixture of a^iy of thofe inquietudes, 
which pride, folly, ill-fortune, or i^l- 
humour too frequently excite^ to ^0^%:^^ 
6 -ji^ 
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all the fweets of love, aM imbitter thtf 
molt tender palTion. 

A» ike had not made Lady Trufty the 
tonfidante of any pan of what had pafied' 
between her and Mr. Truew^rtb^ deterred 
at firll through ibame, and afterwards by 
the uncertainty of his perfifting m his ad- 
dreffcs, that lady would have been greatly" 
furprized at the extraordinary vivacity' 
which now on a fudden fparkltd in her 
eyes, if there bad not been other motives* 
befides the real one^ by which Ihe might- 
account for it, 

Mrs. Munden had received in'etligence 
that Lady Loveit was fafely delivered of 
a Ton and heir^ and what was yet more 
interefting to her, that Mr. Thoughtlefs^ 
was married to a young, lady of a large 
fortune, and honourable family ; — - let« 
ters alfo came from Mr* Francis Thought^ 
lefs, acquainting them th^t he hadT ob-' 
tained leave from his colonel to leave 
the regiment for two whole months, 
^nd that after the celebration of his 
brother's nuptials, he would pafs the 
remainder of his furlow with them in 
L— — — e. 

Thefe indeed were things which at an- 
other time would have highly dtlighted the 
mind of Mrs. Munden 5 but at this, her 
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thoughts were fo abforb'd in Mr. Tfue- 
wortbf whom flie now every hour expefted^ 
that friendfliipy and etren tha^ natural af- 
fedion which had hitherto been fo diiiin- 
guifhable a part of her charafler^ could 
now boaft of but a fecond place. 

Lady Trufty obicrving her one day in^ 
a more than ordin^y cbcarfal humour, 
took that opportunity of difcourfing her 
on a matter^ which had been in her head* 
for foxc time. * M*** Munden has-^ 

• been dead a year/ faid (he j * you have 

• paid all that regard to his memory, 

• which could have been expefted from- 

• you, even for a better hufband, and 

• cannot now be blamed, for liftening ta 

• any offers that may be made to your 

• advantage/ •— * Offers, madam V cried 

• Mrs. Munden, — * on what fcore doey 

• your ladyftxip mean ?^ — * What others 

• can you fuppofe,* replied (he gravely, 

• than thofe of marriage ; — there are 
^ two gentlemen who have folicited both 

• Sh* Ralph and myfelf to ufe our in- 

• tereft with you in their behalf, — nei- 

• ther -of them are unworthy your con- 

• (ideration •, — the-one is Mr. Woodland, 

• whom you have frequently feen here, 

• his eftate at prefent, indeed, is no more 

< than eight hundred pounds a year, but 

• he has great expeftations from a rich 

< uncle: — the other is our vlcax^ ^\sk> 



302 THE HISTORV Of 

* bcfidcs two large -bencficcs> has httly 

* had a windfall of nearathbufand pouiidB 
« a year, by the death of his elder txrother, 

* and it is the opinion of moft people, 
< that be will be made a bifliop on the 
« firft vacancy.* 

* So much the worfe, madam,* laid the 
fpirituous Mrs. Munden 5 • for if he takes 

* the due care he ought to <io of his die- 

* ccfc, he will have little time to think 

* of his wife : — as to Mr. Woodland, 

* indeed, I harve but one objcftion to 

* nvakc, but that is a main one ; — I do 

* not like him, and am weH afTured I 

* ncvet can : — 1 therefore beg your 

* ladyfliip, continued (he, Vrlth an air both 
ferious and difdainful, '•to a^vife them 

* to defift all thoughts of me, -o® the ac- 

* count you mention, and to let them 

* know I did no come to L ^■*— ►e to 

' get a hufband, but to avoid all imperti- 
^ ncnt propofals Of that kind.' 

* Ic is not in L-— — — e, replied 
« Lady Trufty, a little piqued at thefe laft 

* words, * but in London you are to cxpeft 

* propofals deferving this contempt ; 

* here are no falfe glofles to deceive 

* or impofe on the underftanding 5 — 
» here are no pretenders to birth, or to 
« eftate, every one is known for what he 

* really is, and none will prcfume to 
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' ihake his addrefles to a woman without 

* a t^otifdoufncfs of being qualified to re* 
^ ceive the approbation ot her friends. 

* I will not difpute with your ladyfhip 
« in this point,' replied Mrs. Munden 5— • 

* I grant there is leis artifice in the coun- 
< try than the town, and ftiould fcarcc 
^ make choice of a man that has been 

* bred, and chufes to refide always in 

* the latter ; — but, madam, it is not 

* the place cf nativity, nor the birth, nor 

* the eftate, -— but the pcrfon, and the 

* temper of the man can make me truly 

* bap^y ; — I ihall always pay a juft re« 
« gard to the advice of my friends, and 

* particularly to your ladyfliip j but as I 

* have been onoe a facrifice to their per* 

* fuafions, I hope you will have the good« 

* nefs to forgive me when I fay, that 

* if ever i become a wife ^gain, love, 
' an infinity of love, (hall be the chief 

* inducement.* 

* On whofe fide ?' cried Lady Trufty, 
haftily ; • On both, I hope, madam,' ft- 
plied Mrs. Munden, with a fmile. • Take 

* care, my dear,* — Tcjoiiied the other ^ 
« for if you fhould find yourfelf dc- 
« ceived in that of the man, your own 

* would only ferve to render you the 

* more unhappy.* 



•'V^xf^ 
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The fair widow wa^ about to ttaake 
&me anfwer, which perhaps wouid have' 
let Lady Trufty into the whole fecrct of 
her heart, if the converfation^h^d not 
been broke off by a very loud ringing of 
the bell at the grear gate ol the c^ift^ 
yard before the houfe; on which^ as^'it 
was natural for them^ they both ran ta 
the window t^ fee what company were 
coming. 

The firft objeft that prefented- itfelf w 
(hemy was a very neat running footman,, 
who^ on the gate being opened, camtf 
tripiHng up towards the hoiile, and waff 
itninediately foUowed by a coaeh, with 
one gentlemto in it^ drawn by fix pranc- 
cing borlbsy and attended by tiro* fer-. 
vants in rich Kveries^ and well mounted ' 
Lady Trufty was^ fomewhat furpcifed, as: 
6kt never had feen eiiher the perloiv in ther 
coach, or the equipagt before, but infi-^ 
nitely more fo when Mrs. Munden ftart^ 
ing from the window, in the greateft con- 
ixm imaginable^ criai, ■^«— * Madam, 

* with your leave, — • I . wiU fpeak to hin* 

• in the parlour.* — * Speak ta whom?* 
fak) Lady Trufty. — The other had not 
power to anfwer, and was running out 
of the room, when a fervant of Sir 
Ralph's came up to tell her, a gentle- 
man, who called himfelf Trueworth, wa? 
Come to wait on her. — * I know, — f 
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* know/ cried fhc, * conduct him into the 

* parlour.* ., 

Prepared as (he was by the e^rpedla^ 
tion of his arrival, all her prefence of 
mind was not fufficient to en^le -l^er to 
ftand the fudden rufli of joy, which ore 
fight of him burft in upon Rer heart v^— 
nor was he lefs overcome ^ — be fprang 
into her arms, which of themfeives opened 
to receive him, and while he killed awajir 
the tears that trickled from her eyes, his 
own bedewed her cheeksr- ■ »* Ob 

* have I lived to fee jou thus!'— cried 
he, — * thus ravilhingly kind!'— •* And 

♦ have I lLv?d,' rejoined (he, < to receive 

• thefe proofs of affedion from the beft 

• and moft ill ufcd of men. —Oh, True-, 
•worth!— True worth!' added ihe, * 1 

• have not merited this from you.' — 

♦ Ifou merit all things/— faid he,. — * let 
< us talk no more of what is paft, but tell 
«^e tlut you now are mine}'— I came 

* to make you fo by the irrevocable ties^ 
« of love and law, and we muft now part 
« no more !— Speak, my angel, — my firiJ-,, 

• my laft charmer,' — continued he, per- 
ceiving fhe was (ilent, blufhed, and hung 
down her head ; — * let ihofe dear lips 

* confirm my happinefs, and fay the 

• time is come, chat you will be all mine/ 
The trembling fair now having gathered 
a lictle more aflufanccs t^S&A V«x t^^^^ 
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feom the etrth, antf looking tenderly on 
him, — ^ You know you have my heart,* 
cried ihc, * and cannot doubt my^hand.' 

After this a confiderable thne was pad 
in all thole mirtual endearments, whick 
honour and modefty would permit, with- 
ont Mt5 Mundci once remembering the 
^fcftgttions Uk: whs under of relieving 
JLady Trufty from the confterxiation fbc 
hftd left her in. 

That Jady had, indeed, ticard her fer- 
i^ant fey who waa below, but as Mrs* 
Munden had never mentioned the name 
of Mr. Trueworth the whole time (he had 
btcn with her, and had not any fufpicion 
of the correfpondence between them,. 
iDuch kfs could have the leaft notion of 
her afitdion for a gentleman, whom flie 
had once refufed, in fpite of the many ad- 
vantages an alliance with him offered, no- 
thing cou!d be more aftonifhing to her 
tfcan this vifit, and the diforder with 
which Nfrs. Munden went down to re- 
ceive it. 

She was flill rurhinating on an event 
which appeared lb extraordinary to her, 
when the. now happy lovers entered the 
room, and difcovered by their counte* 
nances, fome part of what (he wifhed to 
wir ;-»-** I beg leAve, rtvadam* C^id Mrs. 



MISS BTlTSY thoughtless. 307 

Mundcn, * ta introduce to your Ladyfliipt 
^ a gentleman .whofe name and charadler 

* you are not unacquainted with, Mr. 
« Truewoith.* 

* I am^ indeed, no ftranger to both,' 
replied Lady Trufty^ advancing to receive 
him, « nor to the rcfpedt they daim :' he 
returned this compdia»nt with a poUfieiie& 
vhich was natural to him ; and after they 
were featcd^ her Ladyfhlp beginning to ex- 
prefs the fatisfadion ihe ^it in feeing a 
gentleman of whofe amiable qualitiei&e 
had fo high an idea ^--^ < Your Ladyihip 

* does me too mudi honour^ faid he, but 
^ I fear you wiU nerpenc this goodnefs, 
^ when you Ihali find I am come with aa 

* intent to rob you of a companion^ who 

* I Joww is very dear to you/ 

* If you flioold fucceed in the robbery 
« jfou mention,* anfwcrcd (he, fmiling, 

* you will make me ample atonement 

* for it by tiic p'eafure you wUl give, mc 
« in knowing what I iiave ioft is in fuch 

* good hands.* 

Mr. Tmeworth had no time to make 
any rep*y to thefc obliging words. Sir 
Ralph, who had dined abroad, came in 
that lAftant, nac a little iiiprifed to find (o 
gay an equipage, md altogether unknown 
tohicl^bcfi9S€ii»door^ tiwiQiQiV»a^\a^x 
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acquafnti/ig hrm with the natrte of the^ 
new gueft, welcomed him with a com- 
plaifance not at all inferior to what (he 
had fheWn — Thefe requires Iktle cerc- 
rhony between fperfons of good breeding 
to enter into a frecdorh of eonverfatibhy- 
and the good old Baronet was beginning 
to entertain Mr. True worth with fomc 
difeourfes^ which^ at another time would 
have beeit very agreeable ta him j^ but 
that obedient lover having undertaken, iif 
order to fave the bluflies of his fair mif- 
trefs, to mak^ them fully fenfible of the 
motive^ whkh had brought hrm^ imta 
L^ ■ ■ e, delayed the performance 
no longer than was^ ^neceflary ta da it 
without abruptncfii 

Mrs. Mutiden, wfaaiactefiring&e (boxAd 
break the n^atter, had not meanf he 
ftould do it fuddenfy, or in her prc-^ 
fencer looked 4ikc the fun juft ftartiog 
Irom a cloud all the time he was fpeaking^ 
and was ready to 4ie withfhame wkerr^Sk^ 
Ralph faid, that fince aU things were con^ 
eluded between themi^ and there was no 
need for farther courrlhip, he could not fee 
any reafonr why their : marriage fbould not 
be immediately compleated : — buc Lady 
Trufty^. ia compaffiom to heriair friend*s 
confufion, oppofed this motum. -^ The 
next day after the fucceeding one, wa* 
Jbowever appointed without any fhew o£ 
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iieliid:ance on die fid^ of Mrs. Munden^ 
mid the iiie;Kpre(fibie fatisfa^ion of Mo 
Tmcworth/ 

He fa^d laio the nighc before at an inn 
About eight miles fhorc pf Sir Ralph's 
ieat, and as he had no acquaintance either 
with him or bis lady, had intende^l tp 
^ake that hi$ home during his ftay in the 
country, but Sir Ralph md lady Trufty 
v/ould not confent to bia departure, and 
a)1 he could obtain from them was. per* 
miffion to f^nd back his ^oach, with one 
fervant to take care of the hode3, 

. No propofals having yet been made 
concerning a fettlement for Mr3. Munden, 
by way of dowry, Mr, Trueworth took 
jSir Ralph afide the next morning, and d$^ 
fired he would fend for a lawyer which he 
immediately dkl, — a gentleman of thac 
proton happening to Jive very near, 
— and on his comijog^ received fuch in* 
ftrudioos from Mf« Trueworth for drlw«>' 
ing up the writings, as^ convinctd Sir 
Ralph both of the giieathefs of his ^sHfie* 
rpfiqr^ and the finoeiicy of bi$^)we to* the 
lady he was about to make hiswile^ 

Expedition having been" reeeniftiepded 
to the lawyer, he returned foon aftt^ din<- 
ner with an inilrument drawn up in fo 
judicious a manner9 that '\i tto^^^ tvsIl 
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the leaft alteration ; — -~ while Sir KsHph 
and Mr. Trueworth wene locked op wHk* 
him in order to examine it, Mrs^ M\mdcii 
received no inconfiderable addition to the 
preient faitis^i&ion of her mind; by the 
arrival of fa«r brother Frank : -*^ alter the 
firft Welcome being given, -~ * You Bn 
^com», Cs^caiii/ flud lady Trufty^ *jafr 
time emKigh to be a witnefsP Qt your 
lifter's marriage, whiirh is ta be cele^ 
brated tomorrow.' ^-^ < Murrlage, cried 
he, -^ ^ and wkhout acquaBKing eidier 
of her bioth<eT8 with her imendons ! — » 
but I hope^'' continued hir, ^ it is nor 
to difadvantage, as your ladyfhip feems 
not difpl^fed ax: k/ — « I tflbreyou, . 
Captain,' rc&nwd lady TraOsf,, * I kneW 
nothing of the afiair 'till yefterday, nor 
had ever feen before the gentleman your 
lifter has made choice of *, bur love and 
delliny, added ihe, ^ are not to be ro 
fifted.' Tbefe woodn, and the feiious 
air (he aflumed ia fpeaking them, giving 
him caufe to fear his fiftcF was going m 
throw herftlf away, be fhook his head, 
and ibemed in a good deal of Uneafinefi, 
but had not an opportunity to teftifyt what 
he felt> any •otlmwife than by his k>ok«4 
— Sir Ralph and Mr. Trueworth in that 
in^ttf entered ther roonr; -— cbe extreme 
furprize he was in at the ligfar of the 
latter, was fuch as pwvenoed him from 
paying la refpe£t% t<^< ^idem in ttir man* 
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ner he would" iiajce done^ if move maffccr 
of bitnfelf ( but Mr. Trutworth^ tsifiif 
gueilmg the emoticmB of Im mind, locked 
hun ia bis aronst fjcyiog^.- - ^ Dear Franks 
^ I &all at lail be ib bappy » to caJl you 

* brother/ — * Heavens, id it poffiblc^ — 
cried be, ^ Am I awak« ? or is cfais 
y illufion V — thcR r«ncuBg toMrs. ^4uo- 
den, * Sifter/ faid he, ^ is what I hear \ , 

* real faft ! are ypu^ indeed to be niarried 

* to Mr. Trueworth ?* — * You hear I 
^ am,* aafwered flie foiilin^g, ^ and hear it 
^ fiK)m a moutb not, accuftomed ta dc* 
^ cfiit^ he theft flev^ to Mr. True worth, 
crying^ ^My dear, dear True worth, I 
« little hoped thi» honour:^-— tbeacurniDg. 
to lady Trufty, — * Oh madamy. feid he, 

* how agreeably have you deceiyi^ me !*' 
« I knew it would, be fo/— repJicsd fixe, yet 
^ I told you 4^othipg but the tiruth/ 

^he extravflgf nee of the ycung Cap* 
tain*s joy bek^ a littre ovtr^ Mr. Tn>& 
worth lurefeatcd Mus^ Mtiodea with the 
parchment he had received from the law- 
ypr,— < What is- this ?.* demanded flie : — • 
« Take it, take kj" cmed Sir Ralph, ' it is 

* no le& tharQ a fettJetnent of eight hua- 

* dred pounds a year on you, in cafe of 
^ accidents/— ^ I accept k^ Sk/ &id Mrs. 
Munden to Mr. True worth, ' as a fre(h 
« proof of your afieAion, but heavetv 

< forbid I (hould ever livi^ to twtv^^ ^^1 
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^ other advantange fjrqm k.* — He kiffcd 
her hand with the mod ftender tranfpons 
on chcfe cabliging word6 •, — — after which, 
they all feated themfelves, and never was 
there a joy more perfect and fincere than 
what each of this worthy company gave 
demonftrations of in their refpcftive cha- 
raders. The next morning compleated 
the wi(hes of the eoamoored pair^ and the 
facisfa&ion of their friends* 

An account of this event was difpatched 
the next pofl: to all, who had any welfare 
in the intereft of the new wedded lovers : 
-«- Mr, Though tlefsj though very much 
eiigrofied by his own happinefs, could not 
but rejoice in the good fortune of his 
filter :-^Sir Bazil, who fince his thorough 
knowledge of Mrs. Munden, had a high 
efieem for her, was extreme^ glad, but 
his lady was warm even to an excefs in 
her congratulations i in fine, there were 
few of her acquaintance who did not in 
Ibme meafure take part in ehcir felicity. 

Thus were the virtues of our heroine, 
(thofe follies that had defaced them being 
fully corredled) at length rewarded with a 
happinefe, retarded oi3y 'till Ihc had ren- 
dered hcrfelf wholly worthy of receiving it. 

FINIS. 



